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PROJECT AGREEMENT 
 

THIS PROJECT AGREEMENT is based upon REGULATION (EU) No 1290/2013 OF 
THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 11 December 2013 laying 
down the rules for the participation and dissemination in “Horizon 2020 – the 
Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (2014-2020)” (hereinafter referred 
to as “the Rules”), and the European Commission Model Grant Agreement for ERA-
NET Cofund and its Annexes, and the Consortium Agreement made on 1 January 
2017 and is entered into on 1 July 2018 hereinafter referred to as the Effective Date. 
 

 
BETWEEN: 
 
LABORATÓRIO NACIONAL DE ENERGIA E GEOLOGIA, I. P.  
 
the Project Lead 
 
and 
  

FEDERAL INSTITUTE FOR GEOSCIENCES AND NATURAL RESOURCES, Germany 

BUREAU DE RECHERCHES GÉOLOGIQUES ET MINIÈRES, FRANCE 

CZECH GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF ESTONIA 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF SWEDEN 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF IRELAND 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF FINLAND 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CROATIA 

GREEK INSTITUTE OF GEOLOGY AND MINERAL EXPLORATION 

INSTITUTO GEOLÓGICO Y MINERO DE ESPAÑA 

MINING AND GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF HUNGARY 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF NORWAY 

POLISH GEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE 

ROYAL BELGIAN INSTITUTE OF NATURAL SCIENCES 

STATE INFORMATIONAL GEOLOGICAL FUND OF UKRAINE 
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INSTITUTUL GEOLOGIC AL ROMANIEI 

GEOLOŠKI ZAVOD SLOVENIJE,  

ISTITUTO SUPERIORE PER LA PROTEZIONE E LA RICERCA AMBIENTALE 

 
hereinafter, jointly referred to as ”Parties” or “Project Consortium” and individually as ”Party”, 
relating to the project entitled 
 
Forecasting and Assessing Europe’s Strategic Raw Materials needs 
 
in short 
FRAME 
 
hereinafter referred to as “Project” 
 
WHEREAS: 
− The Parties, having considerable experience in the field concerned, have been awarded a 

Project by the GeoERA General Assembly as part of the ERA-NET Cofund action 731166 
− . 
− The Parties wish to specify or supplement binding commitments among themselves in 

addition to the provisions of the specific Grant Agreement for ERA-NET Cofund action 
731166 signed by the Parties and the Funding Authority (hereinafter “Grant Agreement”) 
and the Consortium Agreement signed by the Parties on 1 January 2017 (hereinafter 
“Consortium Agreement”). 

− The Parties are aware that this Project Agreement is based upon the DESCA model 
consortium agreement. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. Section: Definitions 
 
1.1. Definitions 
Words beginning with a capital letter shall have the meaning defined either herein or in the 
Rules for Participation or in the Grant Agreement including its Annexes and the Consortium 
Agreement and its Attachments. 
 
“Beneficiary” 
A party that signed the Grant Agreement as mention on page 4 of the Grant Agreement. 
 
 
1.2. Additional Definitions 

“Data Management Plan” 
Plan that ensures that research data generated in the GeoERA projects will be findable, 
accessible, interoperable and reusable (FAIR) 
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“Defaulting Party” 
Defaulting Party means a Party which the Project Assembly has identified to be in 
breach of this Project Agreement as specified in Section 4.2 of this Project Agreement. 
 
"Funding Authority" 
Funding Authority means the European Commission awarding the grant for the Cofund-
Action. 
 
“Information Platform” 
The cross-thematic theme under GeoERA, which integrates ICT-related issues, 
including database and dissemination, for the three other themes (i.e. Groundwater, 
Geo-Energy and Raw Materials). 
 
“Monitoring and Reporting Officer (MRO)” 
The administrative contact person between the Executive Board and the Project Lead. 
The MRO is appointed to the Project by the Geological Survey of Slovenia. 
 
“Needed”  
For the implementation of the Project: 
Access Rights are Needed if, without the grant of such Access Rights, carrying out the 
tasks assigned to the recipient Party would be technically or legally impossible, 
significantly delayed, or require significant additional financial or human resources. 
 
For Exploitation of own Results: 
Access Rights are Needed if, without the grant of such Access Rights, the Exploitation of 
own Results would be technically or legally impossible. 
 
“Non-funded Partner” 
Legal entities outside the GeoERA consortium that can deliver work that is part of the 
Project. Non-funded Partners submit their estimated costs as part of the proposal, and 
sign the Project Agreement, but receive no funding from GeoERA.” 
 
“Project Assembly” 
The ultimate decision-making body of the Project Consortium. 
 
“Project Board” 
The supervisory body for the execution of the Project which shall report to and be 
accountable to the Project Assembly. 
 
“Project Consortium”  
The Parties of the Project Agreement. 
 
“Project Consortium Body“ 
Project Consortium Body means any management body described in the Governance 
Structure section of this Project Agreement. 
 
“Project Implementation Document” 
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Documents describing the reporting procedures and monitoring indicators and the 
corresponding reporting templates, for GeoERA projects, available on www.geoera.eu. 
 
“Project Lead” 
The legal entity acting as the intermediary between the Parties and the Executive Board. 
 
“Project Plan” 
Project Plan means the description of the action of the Project and the related agreed 
budget as first defined in Appendix 3 to this Project Agreement and which may be 
altered by the Project Assembly, if required (in accordance with 6.3.1.2). 

 
 
 

2. Section: Purpose 
The purpose of this Project Agreement is to specify with respect to the Project the 
relationship among the Parties, in particular concerning the organisation of the work between 
the Parties, the management of the Project and the rights and obligations of the Parties 
concerning inter alia liability, Access Rights and dispute resolution. 
 
 
 

3. Section: Entry into force, duration and termination 
 
3.1. Entry into force 

An entity becomes a Party to this Project Agreement upon signature of this Project 
Agreement by a duly authorised representative.  
 

Should another Beneficiary or a Non-funded Partner wish to become a party in the Project, 
the Project Lead will submit the request including an explanatory statement, and, if 
applicable, specific conditions to the Executive Board. Upon approval from the Executive 
Board and upon entry to the Project, the Project Lead shall add the signed accession form 
(Appendix 2) to this Project Agreement. 
 
3.2. Duration and termination 

This Project Agreement shall continue in full force and effect from 1 July 2018 until 
complete fulfilment of all obligations undertaken by the Parties under this Project 
Agreement. 
However, this Project Agreement or the participation of one or more Parties to it may be 
terminated in accordance with the terms of this Project Agreement.  

This Project Agreement shall automatically terminate in respect of the affected Party/ies, 
subject to the provisions surviving the expiration or termination under Section 3.3 of this 
Project Agreement if  

− The Grant Agreement or Consortium Agreement is terminated, or 
− A Party's participation in the Grant Agreement or Consortium Agreement is terminated.  
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3.3. Survival of rights and obligations 
The provisions relating to Access Rights, confidentiality, for the time period mentioned 
therein, as well as for liability, finances, applicable law and settlement of disputes shall 
survive the expiration or termination of this Project Agreement.  

Termination shall not affect any rights or obligations of a Party leaving the Project 
Consortium incurred prior to the date of termination, unless otherwise agreed between the 
Project Assembly and the leaving Party. This includes the obligation to provide all input, 
deliverables and documents for the period of its participation. 
 
 
 

4. Section: Responsibilities of Parties 
 
4.1. General principles 
Each Party undertakes to take part in the efficient implementation of the Project, and to 
cooperate, perform and fulfil, promptly and on time, all of its obligations under this Project 
Agreement as may be reasonably required from it and in a manner of good faith as 
prescribed by Belgian law. Parties shall also observe the Grant Agreement and Consortium 
Agreement as may reasonably required. 
 
Each Party undertakes to notify promptly, in accordance with the governance structure of the 
Project, any significant information, fact, problem or delay likely to affect the Project. 
 

Each Party shall promptly provide all information reasonably required by a Project 
Consortium Body or by the Project Lead to carry out its tasks. 

 
Each Party shall take reasonable measures to ensure the accuracy of any information or 
materials it supplies to the other Parties. 
 
4.2. Breach 

In the event that the Project Assembly identifies a breach by a Party of its obligations 
under this Project Agreement (e.g. improper implementation of the Project), the Project 
Lead or, if the Project Lead is in breach of its obligations, the Party appointed by the 
Project Assembly, will give formal notice to such Party requiring that such breach will be 
remedied within 30 calendar days from the date of receipt of the written notice by the 
Party. The Project Assembly will inform the Executive Board of the Party being in 
breach. 
 

If such breach is substantial and is not remedied within that period or is not capable of 
remedy, the Project Assembly may decide to declare the Party to be a Defaulting Party and 
to decide on the consequences thereof which may include termination of its participation to 
the Project. 
 
4.3. Involvement of third parties 
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A Party that enters into a subcontract or otherwise involves third parties in the Project 
remains responsible for carrying out its relevant part of the Project and for such third party’s 
compliance with the provisions of this Project Agreement. It has to ensure that the 
involvement of third parties does not affect the rights and obligations of the other Parties 
under this Project Agreement and the Grant Agreement and the Consortium Agreement. 
 
 
 

5. Section: Liability towards each other 
 
5.1. No warranties 

In respect of any information and/or knowledge, in any form whatsoever, whether 
patentable or not, and/or whether actually patented or not, and all the related rights, or 
materials (incl. Results and Background) supplied by one Party to another under the 
Project, no warranty or representation of any kind is made, given or implied as to the 
sufficiency or fitness for purpose nor as to the absence of any infringement of any 
proprietary rights of third parties.  
 
Therefore,  

− The recipient Party shall in all cases be entirely and solely liable for the use to which it 
puts such information and materials, and 

− No Party granting Access Rights shall be liable in case of  infringement of proprietary rights of a 
third party resulting from any other Party exercising its Access Rights, provided that such 
infringement was not caused by a wilful act or gross negligence  by the Access granting Party. 

However, each Party shall promptly inform the other Party of any claims of third parties that 
come to their knowledge. 
 
5.2. Limitations of contractual liability 

No Party shall be responsible to any other Party for any indirect or consequential loss or 
similar damage such as, but not limited to, loss of profit, loss of revenue or loss of 
contracts, provided such damage was not caused by a wilful act or by a breach of 
confidentiality. 
 
A Party’s aggregate liability towards the other Parties collectively shall be limited to once 
the Party’s share of the total costs of the Project as identified in Appendix 3 of this 
Project Agreement provided such damage was not caused by a wilful act or gross 
negligence.  
 
The terms of this Project Agreement shall not be construed to amend or limit any Party’s 
statutory liability. 

 
5.3. Damage caused to third parties 
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Each Party shall be solely liable for any loss, damage or injury to third parties resulting 
from the performance of the said Party’s obligations by it or on its behalf under this 
Project Agreement or from its use of Results or Background. 

 
5.4. Force Majeure 

No Party shall be considered to be in breach of this Project Agreement if it is prevented 
from fulfilling its obligations under the Project Agreement by Force Majeure.  

Each Party will notify the competent Project Consortium Bodies of any Force Majeure without 
undue delay. If the consequences of Force Majeure for the Project are not overcome within 6 
weeks after such notification, the transfer of tasks - if any - shall be decided by the 
competent Project Consortium Bodies. 
 
 
 

6. Section: Governance structure 
 
6.1. General structure 

The organisational structure of the Project Consortium shall comprise the following 
Project Consortium Bodies: 

 
Project Assembly as the ultimate decision-making body of the Project Consortium. 
 
Project Board as the supervisory body for the execution of the Project which shall report to 
and be accountable to the Project Assembly. 

 
The Project Lead is the legal entity acting as the intermediary between the Parties  and 
the Executive Board. The Project Lead shall, in addition to its responsibilities as a 
Party, perform the tasks assigned to it as described in the this Project Agreement.  
 
 
General operational procedures for all Project Consortium Bodies 

6.1.1. Representation in meetings 
6.2. Any Party which is a member of a Project Consortium Body (hereinafter referred to as 
"Member"): 

Is expected to be present or represented at any meeting of that Project Consortium 
Body; 

− May appoint a substitute or a proxy to attend and vote at any meeting; and 
− Shall participate in a cooperative manner in the meetings. 

 
 
 

6.2.1. Preparation and organisation of meetings 
6.2.2.1 Convening meetings: 
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The chairperson of a Project Consortium Body shall convene meetings of that Project 
Consortium Body as frequent as required for a good monitoring of the Project and upon 
request of one of the Parties.  
 
6.2.2.2. Notice of a meeting:  
The chairperson of a Project Consortium Body shall give notice in writing of a meeting to 
each Member of that Project Consortium Body as soon as possible and no later than the 
minimum number of days preceding the meeting as indicated below. 
 
 
 
 
 
6.2.2.3. Sending the agenda: 
The chairperson of a Project Consortium Body shall prepare and send each Member of that 
Project Consortium Body a written (original) agenda no later than 14 days preceding the 
meeting. 
 
In case the quorum is not reached the chairperson of a Project Consortium Body has to 
convene another meeting (section 6.2.3.1) and shall give notice in writing of a new meeting 
to each Memer of the Project Consortium Body  as soon as possible but not later than the 
minimum days preceeding the meeting as indicated above. 
 
6.2.2.4. Adding agenda items: 
Any agenda item requiring a decision by the Members of a Project Consortium Body must be 
identified as such on the agenda.  
Any Member of a Project Consortium Body may add an item to the original agenda by written 
notification to all of the other Members of that Project Consortium Body up to 7 days 
preceding the meeting. 
 
6.2.2.5. During a meeting the Members of a Project Consortium Body present or represented 
can unanimously agree to add a new item to the original agenda. 
 
6.2.2.6. Any decision may also be taken without a meeting if the Project Lead circulates to all 
Members of the Project Consortium Body a written document, which is then agreed by the 
defined majority (see Section 6.2.3) of all Members of the Project Consortium Body. Such 
document shall include the deadline for responses. (Non-) consent may take the form of an 
electronic vote. The Project Lead shall immediately inform the Members of the Project 
Consortium Body on the outcome of the paper procedure. 
 
6.2.2.7. Meetings of each Project Consortium Body may also be held by teleconference or 
other telecommunication means. 
 
6.2.2.8. Decisions will only be binding once the relevant part of the minutes has been 
accepted according to Section 6.2.5. 
 
 
 
 

 Ordinary meeting Extraordinary 
meeting 

Project Assembly 45 calendar days 15 calendar days 
Project Board 20 calendar days 15 calendar days 
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6.2.2. Voting rules and quorum 
6.2.3. 6.2.3.1. Each  Project Consortium Body shall not deliberate and decide validly unless 
two-thirds (2/3) of its Members are present or represented (quorum). If the quorum is not 
reached, the chairperson of the  Project Consortium Body shall convene another ordinary 
meeting within 15 calendar days. If in this meeting the quorum is not reached once more, the 
chairperson shall convene an extraordinary meeting which shall be entitled to decide even if 
less than the quorum of Members are present or represented. 
 
6.2.3.2. Each Member of a Project Consortium Body present or represented in the meeting 
shall have one vote. 
 
6.2.3.3. A Party which the Project Assembly according to Section 4.2 has declared to be a 
Defaulting Party may not vote. 
 
6.2.3.4. Each Project Consortium Body shall strive to make decisions by consensus. If 
consensus cannot be achieved, decisions shall be taken by a majority of the votes cast. 
 
6.2.4. Veto rights 
6.2.5. A Member may exercise a veto with respect to the corresponding decision or relevant 
part of the decision if its own work, time  (e.g. compliance with national law) or performance, 
costs, liabilities, intellectual property rights or other legitimate interests would be severely 
affected by a decision of a Consortium Body or if a Member has committed to legally binding 
expenses such as (but not limited to) salaries before the decision and the decision would lead 
to a withdrawal of funding for these expenses. 
 
6.2.4.1. When the decision is foreseen on the original agenda, a Member may veto such a 
decision during the meeting only. 
 
6.2.4.2. When a decision has been taken on a new item added to the agenda before or during 
the meeting, a Member may veto such decision during the meeting and within 15 calendar 
days after the draft minutes of the meeting are sent.  
 
6.2.4.3. In case of exercise of veto, the Members of the related Project Consortium Body shall 
make every effort to resolve the matter which occasioned the veto to the general satisfaction 
of all its Members. If the Members of the related Consortium Body failed to resolve the matter 
within two (2) months the veto will become final. 
 
6.2.4.4. A Party may not veto decisions relating to its identification as a Defaulting Party.  
 
6.2.5.2. A Party requesting to leave the Project Consortium may not veto decisions relating 
thereto. 
 
6.2.6. Minutes of meetings 
6.2.7. 6.2.5.1. The chairperson of a  Project Consortium Body shall produce written minutes 
of each meeting which shall be the formal record of all decisions taken. He shall send the draft 
minutes to all Members within 10 calendar days of the meeting. 
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6.2.5.2. The minutes shall be considered as accepted if, within 15 calendar days from sending, 
no Member has sent an objection in writing to the chairperson with respect to the accuracy of 
the draft of the minutes. 
 
6.2.5.3. The chairperson shall send the accepted minutes to all the Members of the Project 
Consortium Body and to the Project Lead, who shall safeguard them. If requested the Project 
Lead shall provide authenticated duplicates to Parties.   
 
 
6.3. Specific operational procedures for the Project Consortium Bodies 
6.3.1. Project Assembly 
6.3.2. In addition to the rules described in Section 6.2, the following rules apply: 
 
6.3.1.1. Members: 
The Project Assembly shall consist of one representative of each Party (hereinafter Project 
Assembly Member). 
 
Each Project Assembly Member shall have a mandate of decions-making on behalf of the 
Party it is representing.  
 
The Project Lead shall chair all meetings of the Project Assembly, unless decided otherwise in 
a meeting of the Project Assembly by a majority of the votes cast. 
 
The Parties agree to abide by all decisions of the Project Assembly. This does not prevent the 
Parties to submit a dispute to resolution in accordance with the provisions of Settlement of 
disputes in Section 11.9. 
 
6.3.1.2. Decisions: 
The Project Assembly shall be free to act on its own initiative to formulate proposals and take 
decisions in accordance with the procedures set out herein. In addition, all proposals made by 
the Project Board shall also be considered and decided upon by the Project Assembly. 
 

The following decisions shall be taken by the Project Assembly: 
 
Content and intellectual property rights: 

− Modifications to Appendix 1 (Background Included) 
− Amendments to the Project Plan (subject to approval by the Executive Board).  

 
Evolution of the Project Consortium: 

− Entry of a new Party to the consortium and approval of the settlement on the 
conditions of the accession of such a new PartyWithdrawal of a Party from the Project 
Consortium and the approval of the settlement on the conditions of the withdrawal 

− Identification of a breach by a Party of its obligations under this Project Agreement,  
− Inform the Executive Board on a Party being in breach 
− Declaration of a Party to be a Defaulting Party  
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− Remedies to be performed by a Defaulting Party 
− Termination of a Defaulting Party’s participation in the Project Consortium and 

measures relating thereto 
− Proposal to the Executive Board for a change of the Project Lead 
− Proposal to the Executive Board for suspension of all or part of the Project 
− Proposal to the Executive Board for termination of the Project and the Project 

Agreement 
 

6.3.3. Project Board 
In addition to the rules in Section 6.2, the following rules shall apply: 
  
6.3.2.1. Members: 
The Project Board shall consist of the Project Lead and the Work Package Leaders. 
 
The Project Lead shall chair all meetings of the Project Board, unless decided otherwise by a 
majority of the Project Board. 
 
6.3.2.2. Minutes of meetings: 
Minutes of Project Board meetings, once accepted, shall be sent by the Project Lead to the 
Project Assembly Members for information. 
 
6.3.2.3. Tasks: 
The Project Board shall prepare the meetings, propose decisions and prepare the agenda of 
the Project Assembly. 
 
The Project Board shall seek a consensus among the Parties. 
 
The Project Board shall be responsible for the proper execution and implementation of the 
decisions of the Project Assembly. 
The Project Board shall monitor the effective and efficient implementation of the Project. 
 
In addition, the Project Board shall collect information at least every 6 months on the 
progress of the Project, examine that information to assess the compliance of the Project 
with the Project Plan and, if necessary, propose modifications of the Project Plan to the 
Project Assembly.  
 
The Project Board shall: 

− Support the Project Lead in preparing meetings and in preparing related data and 
deliverables to the Executive Board.  

− Prepare the content and timing of press releases and joint publications by the Project 
Consortium or proposed by the Executive Board in respect of the procedures of the 
Grant Agreement Article 29 and the GeoERA Dissemination and Exploitation Plan. 

-  
In the case of abolished tasks as a result of a decision of the Project Assembly, the 
Project Board shall advise the Project Assembly on ways to rearrange tasks and 
budgets of the Parties concerned. Such rearrangement shall take into consideration the 
legitimate commitments taken prior to the decisions, which cannot be cancelled and 
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shall be reported to the Executive Board for approval. 
 

6.4. Work Package Leader 
The Work Package Leader shall have the following functions only: 

− Coordinating the progress of the technical work under the Work Package 
− Defining and updating the detailed work breakdown for the Work Package activities 
− Communicating any plans, deliverables, documents and information connected with 

the  Work Package between its Members and, if relevant, to the Project Board 
− Delivery of Work Package contributions to progress reports and other project 

documentation  
− Following up decisions made by Project Consortium Bodies insofar as they affect the 

Work Package 
− Advising the Project Lead of any discrepancy with the Project Plan, including any 

delay in  performance or delivery, and proposing an update of the Project Plan, 
including possible exchange of tasks and related budgets between the Parties in the 
Work Package 

− Alerting the Project Board and the Project Lead in case of breach of responsibilities of 
any Party under said Work Package and preparing a proposal of remedies to the 
Project Board. 

− If responsible for the Work Package related to the Information Platform, the Work 
Package Leader is also the main contactpoint for the Information Platform project.  

 
6.5. Project Lead 
6.5.1. The Project Lead shall be the intermediary between the Parties and the Executive 
Board and shall perform all tasks assigned to it as described in this Project Agreement. 
 
6.5.2. In particular, the Project Lead shall be responsible for: 

− Monitoring compliance by the Parties with their obligations 
− Submitting the annual financial reports to the designated MRO according to Project 

Implementation Document No. 1. 
− Collaborate with the Theme Coordinators in optimising synergies between Projects.  
− Keeping the address list of Members and other contact persons updated and available  
− Collecting, reviewing to verify consistency and submitting reports, other deliverables 

(including financial statements and related certifications) and specific requested 
documents to the Executive Board. 

− Providing, upon request, the Parties with official copies or originals of documents that are 
in the sole possession of the Project Lead when such copies or originals are necessary 
for the Parties to present claims. 
 

If one or more of the Parties is late in submission of any Project deliverable, the Project Lead 
may nevertheless submit the other Parties’ Project deliverables and all other documents 
required by the Executive Board. 
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6.5.3. If the Project Lead fails in its coordination tasks, the Project Assembly may propose to 
the Executive Board to change the Project Lead. 
 
6.5.4. The Project Lead shall not be entitled to act or to make legally binding declarations on 
behalf of any other Party or of the Project Consortium, unless explicitly stated otherwise in this 
Project Agreement. 
 
6.5.5. The Project Lead shall not enlarge its role beyond the tasks specified in this Project 
Agreement.  
  
 

7. Section: Financial provisions 
 
7.1. General Principles 
7.1.1. Distribution of Financial Contribution 
Payments to Parties are the exclusive tasks of the Coordinator. The financial contribution of 
the Funding Authority to the Project shall be distributed by the Coordinator according to 
section 7 of the Consortium Agreement. 
 
A Party shall be funded only for its tasks carried out in accordance with the Project Plan. 
 
7.1.2. Justifying Costs and reporting 
In accordance with its own usual accounting and management principles and practices, each 
Party shall be solely responsible for justifying its costs with respect to the Project to the 
Executive Board. Each Party shall report its costs according to Project Implementation 
Document 1. 
 
7.2. Funding Principles 
A Party that spends less than its allocated share of the budget as set out in the Project Plan 
will be funded in accordance with its actual duly justified eligible costs only. A Party that 
spends more than its allocated share of the budget as set out in the Project Plan will be 
funded only in respect of duly justified eligible costs up to an amount not exceeding that 
share. 
 
7.2.1. Return of excess payments; receipts 
7.2.1.1. In any case of a Party having received excess payments from the Coordinator, the 
Party has to return the relevant amount to the Coordinator without undue delay. 
 
7.2.1.2. In case a Party earns any receipt that is deductible from the total funding as set out 
in the  budget plan as described in Appendix 3 to the Consortium Agreement, the deduction 
is only directed toward the Party earning such income. The other Parties’ financial share of 
the budget shall not be affected by one Party’s receipt. In case the relevant receipt is more 
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than the allocated share of the Party as set out in the Project Plan, the Party shall reimburse 
the funding reduction suffered by other Parties. 
 
7.2.2. Financial Consequences of the termination of the participation of a Party 
A Party leaving the Project Consortium shall refund all payments it has received except the 
amount of contribution accepted by the Funding Authority or another contributor. The 
Executive Board shall calculate the refundable amounts and arrange preliminary payment 
with the Party leaving the Project Consortium. At the end of the ERANET Cofund action final 
settlement will be arranged based on the final decision of the Funding Authority. Furthermore 
a Defaulting Party shall, within the limits specified in Section 5.2 of this Consortium 
Agreement, bear any reasonable and justifiable additional costs occurring to the other 
Parties in order to perform its and their tasks.  
 
7.3. Budgeting 
The budget set out in the Project Plan shall be valued in accordance with the usual 
accounting and management principles and practices of the respective Parties. 
 
 
 

8. Section: Results 
 
8.1. Ownership of Results 
Results generated in the Project are owned by the Party that generates them. 
 
8.2. Joint ownership 

Joint ownership is governed by Grant Agreement Article 26.2 with the following additions 
unless otherwise agreed: 

− Each of the joint owners shall be entitled to use their jointly owned Results for non-
commercial research activities on a royalty-free basis, and without requiring the prior 
consent of the other joint owner(s), and 

− Each of the joint owners shall be entitled to otherwise Exploit the jointly owned Results 
and to grant non-exclusive licenses to third parties (without any right to sub-license), if 
the other joint owners are given: 
(a) At least 45 calendar days advance notice; and 

(b) Fair and Reasonable compensation. 
 
8.3. Transfer of Results 
8.3.1. Each Party may transfer ownership of its own Results following the procedures of the 
Grant Agreement Article 30. 
8.3.2. The transferring Party shall, however, at the time of the transfer, inform the other 
Parties of such transfer and shall ensure that the rights of the other Parties will not be affected 
by such transfer.  
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8.3.3. The Parties recognize that in the framework of a merger or an acquisition of an 
important part of its assets, it may be impossible under applicable EU and national laws on 
mergers and acquisitions for a Party to give the full 45 calendar days prior notice for the 
transfer as foreseen in the Grant Agreement. 
8.3.4. The obligations above apply only for as long as other Parties still have - or still may 
request - Access Rights to the Results. 
 
 
 
8.4. Dissemination 
8.4.1. For the avoidance of doubt, nothing in this Section 8.4 has impact on the confidentiality 
obligations set out in Section 10 of this Project Agreement. 
 
8.4.2. Dissemination of own Results 
8.4.3. 8.4.2.1. During the Project and for a period of 1 year after the end of the Project, the 
dissemination of own Results by one or several Parties including but not restricted to 
publications and presentations, shall be governed by the procedure of Article 29.1 of the Grant 
Agreement and the Dissemination and Exploitation plan D5.1 (http://geoera.eu/deliverables/) 
subject to the following provisions.  
 
Prior notice of any planned publication shall be given to the other Parties at least 45 calendar 
days before the intended date of publication. Any objection to the planned publication shall be 
made in accordance with the Grant Agreement and in writing to the Project Lead and to the 
Party or Parties proposing the dissemination within 30 calendar days after receipt of the 
notice. If no objection is made within the time limit stated above, the publication is permitted. 
The Exective Board will be informed on the publication.   
8.4.4.  
8.4.2.2. An objection is justified if:   
(a) the protection of the objecting Party's Results or Background would be adversely affected  
(b) the objecting Party's legitimate interests in relation to the Results or Background  would be 
significantly harmed. 
 
The objection has to include a precise request for necessary modifications. 
 
8.4.2.3. If an objection has been raised the involved Parties shall discuss how to overcome the 
justified grounds for the objection on a timely basis (for example by amendment to the planned 
publication and/or by protecting information before publication) and the objecting Party shall 
not unreasonably continue the opposition if appropriate measures are taken following the 
discussion. 
 
8.5. The objecting Party can request a publication delay of not more than 90 calendar days 
from the time it raises such an objection. After 90 calendar days the publication is permitted. 
8.5.1. 8.5.1.   Dissemination of another Party’s unpublished Results or Background 
A Party shall not include in any dissemination activity another Party's Results or Background 
without obtaining the owning Party's prior written approval, unless they are already published. 
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8.5.2. 8.5.2.   Cooperation obligations 
The Parties undertake to cooperate to allow the timely submission, examination, publication 
and defence that includes their Results or Background subject to the confidentiality and 
publication provisions agreed in this Project Agreement. 
8.5.3. 8.5.3.   Use of names, logos or trademarks 
Nothing in this Project Agreement shall be construed as conferring rights to use in advertising, 
publicity or otherwise the name of the Parties or any of their logos or trademarks without their 
prior written approval. 
 

9. Section: Access Rights 
 
9.1. Background included 
9.1.1. In Appendix 1, the Parties have identified and agreed on the Background for the 
Project and have also,  where relevant, informed each other that Access to specific 
Background is subject to legal restrictions or limits. 
Anything not identified in Appendix 1 shall not be the object of Access Right obligations 
regarding Background.  
9.1.2. Any Party can propose to the Project Assembly to modify its Background in Appendix 
1. 
 
9.2. General Principles  
9.2.1. Each Party shall implement its taks in accorance with the Project Plan and shall bear 
sole responsibility for ensuring that its acts within the Project do not knowingly infringe third 
party property rights. 
9.2.2. Any Access Rights granted expressly exclude any rights to sublicense unless expressly 
stated otherwise. 
9.2.3. Access Rights shall be free of any administrative transfer costs. 
9.2.4. Access Rights are granted on a non-exclusive basis. 
9.2.5. Results and Background shall be used only for the purposes for which Access Rights 
to it have been granted. 
9.2.6. All requests for Access Rights shall be made in writing.The granting of Access Rights 
may be made conditional on the acceptance of specific conditions aimed at ensuring that 
these rights will be used only for the intended purpose and that appropriate confidentiality 
obligations are in place. 
9.2.7. The requesting Party must show that the Access Rights are Needed. 
 
9.3. Access Rights for Implementation 
 

Access Rights to Results and Background Needed for the performance of the own work of a 
Party under the Project shall be granted on a royalty-free basis.  
 
9.4. Access Rights for Exploitation 
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9.4.1. Access Rights to Results if Needed for Exploitation of a Party's own Results shall be 
granted on a royalty-free basis to the extent possible taking into account all applicable rules 
and regulations such as state aid provisions.    
 
Access rights to Results for internal research activities shall be granted on a royalty-free 
basis. 
 
9.4.2. Access Rights to Background if Needed for Exploitation of a Party’s own Results, 
including for research on behalf of a third party, shall be granted on Fair and Reasanoble 
conditions. 
 
9.4.3. A request for Access Rights may be made up to twelve months after the end of the 
Project or, in the case of a non-defaulting Party leaving voluntarily and with the other 
Parties’consent, up to twelve months after the termination of the requesting Party’s 
participation in the Project. 
 
9.5. Access Rights for Parties entering or leaving the Project Consortium 
As regards Results developed before the accession of the new Party, the new Party will be 
granted Access Rights on the conditions applying for Access Rights to Background. 
Access Rights granted to a Defaulting Party and such Party's right to request Access Rights 
shall cease immediately upon receipt by the Defaulting Party of the formal notice of the 
decision of the Project Assembly to terminate its participation in the Project Consortium. 
A non-defaulting Party leaving voluntarily and with the other Parties' consent shall have 
Access Rights to the Results developed until the date of the termination of its participation.  
It may request Access Rights within the period of time specified in Section 9.4.3. 
Any Party leaving the Project shall continue to grant Access Rights pursuant to the Grant 
Agreement and this Project Agreement as if it had remained a Party for the whole duration of 
the Project. 
 
 
 
10. Section: Non-disclosure of information 
 
10.1. All information in whatever form or mode of communication, which is disclosed by a 

Party (the “Disclosing Party”) to any other Party (the “Recipient”) in connection with the 
Project during its implementation and which has been explicitly marked as “confidential” 
at the time of disclosure, or when disclosed orally has been identified as confidential at 
the time of disclosure and has been confirmed and designated in writing within 15 
calendar days from oral disclosure at the latest as confidential information by the 
Disclosing Party, is “Confidential Information”. 
 

10.2. The Recipients hereby undertake in addition and without prejudice to any commitment 
on non-disclosure under the Grand Agreement, for a period of 4 years after the end of 
the Project: 
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− Not to use Confidential Information otherwise than for the purpose for which it was 
disclosed; 

− Not to disclose Confidential Information without the prior written consent by the 
Disclosing Party; 

− To ensure that internal distribution of Confidential Information by a Recipient shall 
take place on a strict need-to-know basis; and 

− To return to the Disclosing Partyupon request all Confidential Information which has 
been supplied to or acquied by the Recipients including all copies thereof and to 
delete all information stored in a machine readable form to the extent practically 
possible. The Recipients may keep a copy to the extent it is required to keep, archive 
or store such Confidential Information because of compliance with applicable laws 
and regulations or for the proof of on-going obligations. 
 

10.3. The Recipients shall be responsible for the fulfilment of the above obligations on the part 
of their employees or third parties involved in the Project and shall ensure that they 
remain so obliged, as far as legally possible, during and after the end of the Project 
and/or after the termination of the contractual relationship with the employee or third 
party.  
 

10.4. The above shall not apply for disclosure or use of Confidential Information, if and in so 
far as the Recipient can show that: 

− The Confidential Information has become or becomes publicly available by means 
other than a breach of the Recipient’s confidentiality obligations; 

− The Disclosing Party subsequently informs the Recipient that the Confidential 
Information is no longer confidential; 

− The Confidential Information is communicated to the Recipient without any obligation 
of confidentiality by a third party who is to the best knowledge of the Recipient in 
lawful possession thereof and under no obligation of confidentiality to the Disclosing 
Party; 

− The disclosure or communication of the Confidential Information is foreseen by 
provisions of the Grant Agreement; 

− The Confidential Information, at any time, was developed by the Recipient completely 
independently of any such disclosure by the Disclosing Party;  

− The Confidential Information was already known to the Recipient prior to disclosure, 
or 

− The Recipient is required to disclose the Confidential Information in order to comply 
with applicable laws or regulations or with a court or administrative order, subject to 
the provision Section 10.7 hereunder. 

-  
10.5. The Recipient shall apply the same degree of care with regard to the Confidential 

Information disclosed within the scope of the Project as with its own confidential and/or 
proprietary information, but in no case less than reasonable care 
 

10.6. Each Party shall promptly advise the other Party in writing of any unauthorised 
disclosure, misappropriation or misuse of Confidential Information after it becomes 
aware of such unauthorised disclosure, misappropriation or misuse. 
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10.7. If any Party becomes aware that it will be required, or is likely to be required, to disclose 
Confidential Information in order to comply with applicable laws or regulations or with a 
court or administrative order, it shall, to the extent it is lawfully able to do so, prior to any 
such disclosure: 

− Notify the Disclosing Party, and  
− Comply with the Disclosing Party’s reasonable instructions to protect the confidentiality 

of the information. 
 
The confidentiality obligation under this Project Agreement shall not prevent the obligations 
arising from the Grant Agreement  and/or Consortium Agreement concerning communication 
with the European Commission. 
 
 
 

11. Section: Miscellaneous 
 
11.1. Appendices, inconsistencies and severability 

This Project Agreement consists of this core text and: 
− Appendix 1 (Background included)  
− Appendix 2 (Accession document) 
− Appendix 3 (Project Plan including budget) 

 
In case the terms of this Project Agreement are in conflict with the terms of the Grant 
Agreement or Consortium Agreement, the terms of the Grant Agreement and its 
Annexes shall prevail over the Consortium Agreement and its Attachments and the 
Consortium Agreement and its Attachments shall prevail over the Project Agreement 
and its Appendices. In case of conflicts between the Appendices and the core text of this 
Project Agreement, the latter shall prevail. 

 
Should any provision of this Project Agreement become invalid, illegal or unenforceable, 
it shall not affect the validity of the remaining provisions of this Project Agreement. In 
such a case, the Parties concerned shall be entitled to request that a valid and 
practicable provision be negotiated that fulfils the purpose of the original provision. 

 
11.2. No representation, partnership or agency 

Except as otherwise provided in Section 6.5.4, no Party shall be entitled to act or to 
make legally binding declarations on behalf of any other Party or of the Project 
Consortium. Nothing in this Project Agreement shall be deemed to constitute a joint 
venture, agency, partnership, interest grouping or any other kind of formal business 
grouping or entity between the Parties. 

 
11.3. Notices and other communication 

Any notice to be given under this Project Agreement shall be in writing to the addresses 
and recipients as listed in the most current address list kept by the Project Lead. 
 
Formal notices 
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If it is required in this Project Agreement (Sections 4.2, 9.5, and 11.4) that a formal 
notice, consent or approval shall be given, such notice shall be signed by an authorised 
representative of a Party and shall either be served personally or sent by mail with 
recorded delivery or telefax with receipt acknowledgement. 
 
Other communication 
Other communication between the Parties may also be effected by other means such as 
e-mail with acknowledgement of receipt, which fulfils the conditions of written form. 
 
Any change of persons or contact details shall be notified immediately by the respective 
Party to the Project Lead. The address list shall be accessible to all Parties.  

 
11.4. Assignment and amendments 
No rights or obligations of the Parties arising from this Project Agreement may be assigned 
or transferred, in whole or in part, to any third party without the other Parties’ prior formal 
approval. Amendments and modifications to the text of this Project Agreement not explicitly 
listed in Section 6.3.1.2 require a separate written agreement to be signed between all 
Parties. 
 
11.5. Mandatory National law 
Nothing in this Project Agreement shall be deemed to require a Party to breach any 
mandatory statutory law under which the Party is operating. 
 
11.6. Language 

This Project Agreement is drawn up in English, which language shall govern all 
documents, notices, meetings, arbitral proceedings and processes relative thereto. 

 
11.7. Applicable law  
This Project Agreement shall be construed in accordance with and governed by the laws of 
Belgium excluding its conflict of law provisions. 
 
11.8. Settlement of disputes 
The parties shall endeavour to settle their disputes amicably. 
 
Should amicable settlement within the Project Consortium not be possible, any dispute, 
controversy or claim arising under, out of or relating to this contract and any subsequent 
amendments of this contract, including, without limitation, its formation, validity, binding 
effect, interpretation, performance, breach or termination, as well as non-contractual claims, 
shall be submitted to mediation to the Executive Board. 
 
If, and to the extent that, any such dispute, controversy or claim has not been settled 
pursuant to the mediation within 60 calendar days of the commencement of the mediation, it 
shall be submitted to mediation in accordance with the WIPO Mediation Rules. The place of 
mediation shall be Brussels unless otherwise agreed upon. The language to be used in the 
mediation shall be English unless otherwise agreed upon.  
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If, and to the extent that, any such dispute, controversy or claim has not been settled 
pursuant to the mediation within 60 calendar days of the commencement of the mediation, it 
shall, upon the filing of a Request for Arbitration by either Party, be referred to and finally 
determined by arbitration in accordance with the WIPO Expedited Arbitration Rules.  
Alternatively, if, before the expiration of the said period of 60 calendar days, either Party fails 
to participate or to continue to participate in the mediation, the dispute, controversy or claim 
shall, upon the filing of a Request for Arbitration by the other Party, be referred to and finally 
determined by arbitration in accordance with the WIPO Expedited Arbitration Rules. The 
place of arbitration shall be Brussels unless otherwise agreed upon. The language to be 
used in the arbitral proceedings shall be English unless otherwise agreed upon. 
 
 
 

12. Data Management 
Appropriate and secure use of material and data of the Project will be enabled according to 
the application of common standards. Data management guidelines are developed within the 
Data Management Plan (deliverable 1.6 of the Co-fund Action) and will  apply to the Projects. 
The collected data will be protected and secured, in order to avoid a malevolent use of it. All 
Projects are required to develop a Project Data Management Plan following the format layed 
out in the GeoERA Data Management Plan.  
 

13. Section Signatures 
 
AS WITNESS: 
The Parties have caused this Project Agreement to be duly signed by the undersigned 
authorised representatives in separate signature pages the day and year first above written.  
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Appendix 1: Background included 
 
According to the Grant Agreement (Article 24) Background is defined as “data, know-how or 
information (…) that is needed to implement the action or exploit the results”. Because of this 
need, Access Rights have to be granted in principle, but Parties must identify and agree 
amongst them on the Background for the project. This is the purpose of this Appendix. 
 
 
PARTY 1 
As to LABORATÓRIO NACIONAL DE ENERGIA E GEOLOGIA, I. P. (LNEG), it is agreed 
between the Parties that, to the best of their knowledge (please choose) 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Project. 
Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background Specific limitations 

and/or conditions for 
implementation (Article 
25.2 Grant Agreement) 

Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
exploitation (Article 25.3 
Grant Agreement) 

All public background owned 
by LNEG and related to the project: 
Geological reports, ground and 
airborne geophysical data, minerals 
and geochemistry data 

Subject to the joint 
ownership and 
exploitation of the 
outcome. Access to 
other background will 
be considered on a 
case by case basis. 

Access to other 
background will be 
considered case-by-case 
but will be considered 
under fair and 
reasonable use 

   
 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Project Agreement. 
 
PARTY 2 
As to BUNDESANSTALT FÜR GEOWISSENSCHAFTEN UND ROHSTOFFE (BGR), it is 
agreed between the Parties that, to the best of their knowledge (please choose) 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Project. 
Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background Specific limitations 

and/or conditions for 
implementation (Article 
25.2 Grant Agreement) 

Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
exploitation (Article 25.3 
Grant Agreement) 

All Background directly related to the 
Project which is owned by BGR and 
which is public, is included, and 
these have no limitations or 
conditions; all other background is 
excluded. 

- - 

 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Project Agreement. 
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PARTY 3 
As to BUREAU DE RECHERCHES GÉOLOGIQUES ET MINIÈRES, it is agreed between the 
parties that, to the best of their knowledge (please choose), 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Cofund-
Action. Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background Specific limitations and/or 

conditions for 
implementation (Article 
25.2 Grant Agreement) 

Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
exploitation (Article 25.3 
Grant Agreement) 

All Background directly related to 
the FRAME Project which is 
owned by BRGM and which is 
public, is included, and these 
have no limitations or conditions 

All other background is 
excluded 

All other background is 
excluded 

 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
 
 
PARTY 4 
As to CZECH GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, it is agreed between the parties that, to the best of 
their knowledge (please choose), 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Cofund-
Action. Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background Specific limitations and/or 

conditions for 
implementation (Article 
25.2 Grant Agreement) 

Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
exploitation (Article 25.3 
Grant Agreement) 

Pre-Existing Know-How 
belonging to CGS developed by 
scientists not participating in 
GeoERA project. 

Limited Access Rights Excluded from Access 
Rights 

Pre-Existing Know-How 
developed by scientists 
participating in GeoERA project, 
which is outside the scope of the 
GeoERA project. 

Limited Access Rights Excluded from Access 
Rights 

All Pre-Existing Know-How 
(including related software) that 
is covered under specified 
research agreements and 
confidentiality agreements and 
therefore subject to third-party 
rights. 

Limited Access Rights Excluded from Access 
Rights 
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New and all Pre-Existing Know-
How developed at CGS by 
research programs other than 
GeoERA project. 

Limited Access Rights Excluded from Access 
Rights 

Digital maps and associated 
databases or GIS layers not 
generated through the direct 
participation in the project or 
which CGS is not free to provide. 

Limited Access Rights Excluded from Access 
Rights 

Individual statistical data on 
mined deposits (mine 
production, reserves, 
confidential economic data on 
mining companies) 

Excluded from Access 
Rights 

Excluded from Access 
Rights 

 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
 
 
PARTY 5 
As to GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF ESTONIA, it is agreed between the parties that, to the 
best of their knowledge (please choose), 
 
Option 2: No data, know-how or information of GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF ESTONIA shall 
be Needed by another Party for implementation of the Project (Article 25.2 Grant Agreement) 
or Exploitation of that other Party’s Results (Article 25.3 Grant Agreement). 
 
 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
 
 
PARTY 6 
As to GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF SWEDEN, it is agreed between the parties that, to the 
best of their knowledge (please choose), 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Cofund-
Action. Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background Specific limitations and/or 

conditions for 
implementation (Article 
25.2 Grant Agreement) 

Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
exploitation (Article 25.3 
Grant Agreement) 

All Background directly related to 
the Project which is owned by 
SGU and which is public, is 
included, and these have no 
limitations or conditions. In the 
FRAME  project this includes 
available information, data and 
knowledge on Critical Raw 

All other background is 
excluded. 

All other background is 
excluded. 
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Materials in swedish mineral 
occurences and mining wastes. 

 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
 
 
PARTY 7 
As to GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF IRELAND, it is agreed between the parties that, to the 
best of their knowledge (please choose), 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Cofund-
Action. Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background Specific limitations and/or 

conditions for 
implementation (Article 
25.2 Grant Agreement) 

Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
exploitation (Article 25.3 
Grant Agreement) 

All Background directly related to 
the 
Project which is owned by GSI and 
which is public, is included; all other 
background is excluded. 

none none 

 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
 
 
PARTY 8 
As to GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF FINLAND, it is agreed between the parties that, to the 
best of their knowledge (please choose), 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Cofund-
Action. Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background 
 

Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
implementation 
(Article 25.2 Grant 
Agreement) 

Specific limitations 
and/or conditions 
for exploitation 
(Article 25.3 Grant 
Agreement) 

All background directly related to the project 
which is completely owned by GTK and 
which is publicaly available without 
restriction or access rights or without further 
processing is included. In any use of data 
GTK will apply the licences in 
http://en.gtk.fi/export/sites/en/disclaimer/GTK 
basic licence 1 en.pdf and 
http://en.gtk.fi/export/sites/en/disclaimer/GTK 
basic licence 2 en.pdf. All other background 
is excluded. 
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This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
 
 
PARTY 9 
As to GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CROATIA, it is agreed between the parties that, to the 
best of their knowledge (please choose), 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Cofund-
Action. Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background Specific limitations and/or 

conditions for 
implementation (Article 
25.2 Grant Agreement) 

Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
exploitation (Article 25.3 
Grant Agreement) 

All Background directly related to 
the Project which is owned by 
HGI-CGS and which is public, is 
included, and these have no 
limitations or conditions; all other 
Background is excluded. 

The background 
information must not be 
used by any other Party 
without prior written 
approval by Hrvatski 
Geološki Institut – Croatian 
Geological Survey (HGI-
CGS). 

The background 
information may not be 
published by any other 
Party without prior 
written approval by 
Hrvatski Geološki Institut 
- Croatian Geological 
Survey (HGI-CGS). 
Party 9 has to be 
mentioned as source of 
the published data. 

 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
 
 
PARTY 10 
As to GREEK INSTITUTE OF GEOLOGY AND MINERAL EXPLORATION, it is agreed 
between the parties that, to the best of their knowledge (please choose), 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Cofund-
Action. Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background Specific 

limitations 
and/or 
conditions for 
implementation 
(Article 25.2 
Grant 
Agreement) 

Specific 
limitations 
and/or 
conditions 
for 
exploitation 
(Article 25.3 
Grant 
Agreement) 
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IGME is the national  geological research organization of  
Greece, authorized by the Ministry of Environment and 
Energy  for more than 60 years. 
IGME  participated and  carried out numerous European 
Research and Development projects as well as Regional 
projects co-funded by the Structural Funds, covering all fields 
of it’s activity . 
It conducts public and contract-based services in basic 
geological research, exploration and evaluation of mineral 
deposits, in geothermal fields, hydrogeological surveys, 
geochemical and geotechnical studies,beneficiation and 
mineral processing of metallic and industrial minerals both in 
laboratory and pilot plant scale , biotechnological treatment 
of wastes , investigations on valorization of wastes and for 
their ability to research produce high added value products ,  
environmental control and monitoring and special studies on 
safe disposal, environmental characterization of solid wastes 
according to European and International test protocols. 
More specifically, IGME has carried out project funded by  
European Structural funds ( 3rd Community Support ) on 
elaborating inventory with abandoned mines of the greek 
territory. 
Also, in the frame of Promine European Project , it has been 
constructed database of secondary mineral resources 
(concentrations related to mining and downstream activities), 
the ProMine Anthropogenic Concentration (AC) database 
regarding greek  teritory secondary materials.  
Data have been provided also, with   existing information 
regarding mineral resources as well as secondary materials 
both in Minerals4EU , EURARE project as well as ProSuM 
projects. 
Reports can be downlaoded from IGME –Gr site  at the 
following addresses  
http://www.igme.gr/index.php/en/εργα/ΜΕΟΠΥ/Βιοεκχύλιση 
Κίρκης 
http://www.igme.gr/index.php/en/Projects/3rd Structural 
Framework, /Inventory of mining and metallurgical wastes –
abandoned mines  
Besides,  

ΝΟΝΕ ΝΟΝΕ 

 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
 
 
PARTY 11 
As to INSTITUTO GEOLÓGICO Y MINERO DE ESPAÑA, it is agreed between the parties 
that, to the best of their knowledge (please choose), 
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Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Cofund-
Action. Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background Specific limitations and/or 

conditions for 
implementation (Article 
25.2 Grant Agreement) 

Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
exploitation (Article 25.3 
Grant Agreement) 

All background directly related to 
the Project which is owned by 
IGME and which is public is 
included. All other background is 
excluded 

 Are established the 
same limitations that 
exist at the national level 
(Sapin) to access, use 
and exploit and 
disseminate data 

 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
 
 
PARTY 12 
As to MAGYAR BÁNYÁSZATI ÉS FÖLDTANI SZOLGÁLAT – MINING AND GEOLOGICAL 
SURVEY OF HUNGARY (MBFSZ), it is agreed between the parties that, to the best of their 
knowledge (please choose), 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Cofund-
Action. Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background Specific limitations and/or 

conditions for 
implementation (Article 
25.2 Grant Agreement) 

Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
exploitation (Article 25.3 
Grant Agreement) 

All Background directly related to 
the Project which is owned by 
MBFSZ and which is public, is 
included; 

Access to other 
background 
will be considered case by 
case 

Access to other 
background 
will be considered case 
by case 

 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
 
 
PARTY 13 
As to GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF NORWAY, it is agreed between the parties that, to the 
best of their knowledge (please choose), 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Cofund-
Action. Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background Specific limitations and/or 

conditions for 
implementation (Article 
25.2 Grant Agreement) 

Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
exploitation (Article 25.3 
Grant Agreement) 
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All Background directly related to 
the project which is owned by 
NGU and which is public, is 
included, and these have no 
limitations or conditions; all other 
background is excluded. 

  

 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
 
 
PARTY 14 
As to POLISH GEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE, it is agreed between the parties that, to the best 
of their knowledge (please choose), 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Cofund-
Action. Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background Specific limitations and/or 

conditions for 
implementation (Article 
25.2 Grant Agreement) 

Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
exploitation (Article 25.3 
Grant Agreement) 

All public data and information 
which is collected and publicly 
presented by PGI-NRI is 
included in the Project. All  
other background is excluded.  
Sharing of the state-owned 
data among Project 
Consortium shall be possible 
in case it would aid efficient 
implementation of the Project 
and subject to the previous 
specific consent of the Polish 
state. 

 

  

 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
 
 
PARTY 15 
As to ROYAL BELGIAN INSTITUTE OF NATURAL SCIENCES, it is agreed between the 
parties that, to the best of their knowledge (please choose), 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Cofund-
Action. Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background Specific limitations and/or 

conditions for 
Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
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implementation (Article 
25.2 Grant Agreement) 

exploitation (Article 25.3 
Grant Agreement) 

All Background directly related to 
the Project which is owned by 
RBINS-GSB and which is public, 
is included, and these have no 
limitations or conditions. 

  

PSS suite, including the different 
versions of the main PSS 
simulator and those of PSS 
explorer, as developed by the 
RBINS-GSB, and of the related 
databases. 

Access rights for a Party of 
the Consortium to the 
background of RBINS-GSB 
are only granted for the 
implementation of the tasks 
under this Agreement. 

 

 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
 
 
PARTY 16 
As to STATE INFORMATIONAL GEOLOGICAL FUND OF UKRAINE, it is agreed between 
the parties that, to the best of their knowledge (please choose), 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Cofund-
Action. Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background Specific limitations and/or 

conditions for 
implementation (Article 
25.2 Grant Agreement) 

Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
exploitation (Article 25.3 
Grant Agreement) 

All Background directly related to 
the Project which is owned by 
GEOINFORM and which is 
public, is included, and these 
have no limitations or conditions; 
all other background is excluded. 

  

 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
 
 
PARTY 17 
As to INSTITUTUL GEOLOGIC AL ROMANIE, it is agreed between the parties that, to the 
best of their knowledge (please choose), 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Cofund-
Action. Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background Specific limitations and/or 

conditions for 
Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
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implementation (Article 
25.2 Grant Agreement) 

exploitation (Article 25.3 
Grant Agreement) 

No specific limitations and/or 
conditions for implementation 
and exploitation 

none none 

 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
 
 
PARTY 18 
As to GEOLOŠKI ZAVOD SLOVENIJE, it is agreed between the parties that, to the best of 
their knowledge (please choose), 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Cofund-
Action. Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
 
Describe Background Specific limitations and/or 

conditions for 
implementation (Article 
25.2 Grant Agreement) 

Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
exploitation (Article 25.3 
Grant Agreement) 

All data (geological data, GIS 
layers, maps, databases etc.), 
which is owned by GeoZS and is 
publicly available, can be freely 
used for the implementation of 
the project. 

No specific limitations or 
conditions 

No specific limitations or 
conditions 

Geological data, digital maps, 
models, associated databases, 
GIS layers or similar, owned by 
GeoZS and needed for the 
implementation of the project, 
but is not publicly available, 
confidential or is marketable by 
GeoZS, can be used for the 
implementation of the project 
with limitations. 

Limited Access Rights: 
aggregated data or 
calculated indicators are 
available for the project. 
Raw data is not available 
for the project. 

Excluded from Access 
Rights 

 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
 
 
PARTY 19 
As to ISTITUTO SUPERIORE PER LA PROTEZIONE E LA RICERCA AMBIENTALE, it is 
agreed between the parties that, to the best of their knowledge (please choose), 
 
Option 1: The following background is hereby identified and agreed upon for the Cofund-
Action. Specific limitations and/or conditions, shall be as mentioned hereunder: 
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Describe Background Specific limitations and/or 
conditions for 
implementation (Article 
25.2 Grant Agreement) 

Specific limitations 
and/or conditions for 
exploitation (Article 25.3 
Grant Agreement) 

No specific limitations and/or 
conditions for implementation 
and exploitation 

none none 

 
This represents the status at the time of signature of this Consortium Agreement.  
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Appendix 2: Accession document  
 
 
ACCESSION 
 
of a new Party to 
 
[Acronym of the Project] , version […, YYYY-MM-DD] 
 
[OFFICIAL NAME OF THE NEW PARTY AS IDENTIFIED IN THE Grant Agreement] 
 
hereby consents to become a Party to the Project identified above and recognizes all the 
rights and obligations of a Party as laid down in the Grant Agreement and the Consortium 
Agreement and accepts the rights and obligations of the Project Agreement starting [date]. 
 
[OFFICIAL NAME OF THE COORDINATOR AS IDENTIFIED IN THE Grant Agreement] 
 
hereby certifies that the Project Consortium has accepted in the meeting held on [date] the 
accession of [the name of the new Party] to the consortium starting [date].  
 
This Accession document has been done in 2 originals to be duly signed by the undersigned 
authorised representatives. 
 
[Date and Place] 
 
 [INSERT NAME OF THE NEW PARTY] 
Signature(s)  
Name(s)  
Title(s) 
 
[Date and Place] 
 
[INSERT NAME OF THE COORDINATOR] 
Signature(s)  
Name(s)  
Title(s) 
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Appendix 3:  Project plan including budgets 
 
 
Project FRAME (Forecasting and Assessing Europe’s Strategic Raw Materials Needs) is 
designed to research the critical and strategic raw materials in Europe, in scenarios as 
described above, by employing sound strategies and a partner base spread far and wide 
amongst those that have some of these raw materials. Through successful teamwork, there 
is the expertise and knowledge base to provide a significant innovative contribution towards 
knowing more about the potential primary deposits, predict new target areas/deposits and 
recognize the potential in secondary deposits. 
The present project will build on previously and currently developed pan-European and 
national databases, and expand the strategic and CRM knowledge trough a compilation of 
mineral potential and metallogenic areas of critical raw materials resources in Europe, 
focused on related metal associations on land and the marine environment. Secondary 
resources, in terms of historical mining wastes and potential by-products will also be 
considered. The mineral resources targeted will have to extend beyond the current EU CRM 
list and include also minerals and metals (e.g. lithium, copper, and manganese) that are 
strategic for the European downstream industry in the mid- and long-term perspective. 
To develop metallogenic research and models at regional and deposit scales, with special 
attention to strategic critical minerals for which the EU is highly dependent, in support of 
more efficient exploration and mining the following specific objectives need to be addressed: 

• Identify and define the strategic minerals and metals that will make part of the 
metallogenetic map and related interpretations, focused on the current list of CRM, but 
considering also the strategic importance of some of those which were among the 
original candidates, such as phosphate rock, lithium, graphite, cobalt, niobium, tantalum, 
and others such as selenium, silver, copper, manganese, lead and iron ore. All minerals 
and metals collected and selected to be part of the metallogenetic map will simply go 
under the term CRM. 

• Produce a metallogenetic map and increase the knowledge on the CRM endowments 
and resource potential in Europe and EU seas, based on, 

o Mineralisations and deposits on land and the marine environment in which CRM 
make the main commodities, e.g. REE minerals related to carbonatite, nepheline 
syenites, pegmatites or paleoplacers, tungsten deposits related to granites, 
lithium feasible pegmatites, graphite hosted by schists. 

o Mineralisations and deposits on land and the marine environment in which CRM 
make associated commodities, e.g. REE in bauxite deposits and manganese 
nodules; cobalt in nickel deposits and ferromanganese crusts; vanadium in iron-
titanium deposits;, indium and tellurium in VMS and epithermal gold deposits 

o Secondary resources, in terms of historical and modern mineral-based mining 
wastes (waste rocks, processing tailings, metallurgical residues) and by-products, 
e.g. REE in apatite concentrates related to iron extraction and red mud derived 
from alumina refining; indium in the waste streams of lead-zinc sulphide mining. 

• Better understanding of the ore genetic links between major deposit types and hosted 
critical mineral and metal associations. Understanding also the mineralizing processes in 
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different environments, including current deep sea, and using this understanding to 
predict and develop new mineral deposits or deposit types. This research also involves 
the characterization of ores, rocks, primary and secondary deposits etc. for significant 
elements and minerals, whose importance has increased and/or which represent cases 
where the occurrence is poorly understood or constrained. This objective and target will 
be interlinked and interactive with the tasks undertaken and the achievements resulted 
from GeoERA RM3 Metallogeny that will address the main deposit types and 
commodities. 

• Be able to identify conditions and processes involved in the formation of the STR and 
CRM-potential deposits and develop conceptual models for their formation.  

• Predictive targeting based on GIS exploration tools, of high potential mineral provinces 
and mining districts. 

• Provide potential CRM resource estimates based on the UNECE classification system in 
close cooperation with RM 1/WP 5 on UNCF system. 

• Display and distribute the map and description on the Information platform. 
• Highlight mineral resources criticality to high-tech economy and downstream sectors. 

This project will collect and act as a source of mineral information data that will support the 
continuous work going on in the DG-Grow, Raw Materials Supply Group and the Ad Hoc 
Working Group on Criticality of the EU commission. 
The project is based on sound concepts of mineral expertise taking into account the varied 
knowledge base from the experts from the various partners that are involved in the project. 
Each of these is geographically based on specific sites of metallogenic relevance and has 
demonstrated previous expertise in each of the elements and minerals to be investigated. 
They will build on from previous research and provide elements that will lead to producing 
mineral resource and predictability maps demonstrating regional potential for STR and CRM 
in Europe. 
The methodology will implement tried and tested methods of mineral exploration, mineral 
evaluation and graphical representation to be easy enough to read and be understood by the 
general public, downstream users and decision makers. 
FRAME is made up of eight work Packages (WP) designed to collect, extract and 
disseminate strategic and critical mineral data to fill existing knowledge gaps in this field. 
Work package 1 – Project Coordination 
Lead: LNEG 
Work package 2 - Communication, Dissemination and Exploitation 
Lead: LNEG 
Work package 3 – Critical and Strategic Raw Materials Map of Europe 
Lead: SGU 
Work package 4 – Critical Raw Materials in phosphate deposits, and associated black shales 
Lead: RBINS 
Work package 5 – Energy Critical Elements 
Lead: NGU 
Work package 6 – Conflict free Nb-Ta for the EU 
Lead: SGU 
Work package 7 – Historical mining sites revisited 
Lead: BRGM 
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Work package 8 – Link to Information Platform 
Lead: LNEG 
Total funding requested: 932471.61€ 
Total in-kind contribution: 2207162.87€ 
The total budget breakdown per partner is as in the table below: 
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