PRODUCER ENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT 
The following constitutes the ENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT between Music Academy International, Inc.  (“PRODUCER) and Smetanova Litomyšl, o.p.s. (“FESTIVAL”). The FESTIVAL hereby engages PRODUCER to  provide the performances and services of six (6) soloists and one (1) conductor (“ARTISTS”) for FESTIVAL’s  concert production of Porgy and Bess at the Smetanova Litomyšl Festival on 3 & 4 July 2026 in Litomyšl II. Castle  Courtyard as set forth herein (“Engagement”).  
1. DESCRIPTION AND SCHEDULE OF ENGAGEMENT. 
Engagement Description:  
PRODUCER shall provide the performances and services of the following ARTISTS for a  
concert production of Porgy and Bess at the Smetanova Litomyšl Festival in the Czech  
Republic:  
1. J. David Jackson (Conductor) 
2. Eric Greene (Porgy)  
3. Elizabeth Llewellyn (Bess)  
4. Aundi Marie Moore (Serena) 
5. Tichina Vaughn (Maria) 
6. Chauncey Packer (Sportin’ Life) 
7. Kenneth Kellogg (Crown) 
Performance Date(s):  
3 July, 2026  
4 July, 2026  
Additional Services (ie: receptions, workshops, or residencies): 
None 
Engagement Schedule  
	Date 
	Time 
	Event 
	Venue

	28 June 2026
	
	Arrival of the conductor
	Ostrava

	29 June 2026
	9am – 1pm
	Orchestra rehearsal – arrival of soloists
	Ostrava

	30 June 2026
	9am – 1pm
	Orchestra Rehearsal – pm session with conductor/pianist/soloists
	Ostrava

	1 July 2026
	10am – 2pm
	Orchestra rehearsal with soloists
	

	2 July 2026
	10am – 2pm
	Orchestra rehearsal with soloists
	Ostrava

	2 July 2026
	3pm
	Artists shuttle to Litomyšl hotel
	

	3 July 2026
	TBD
	Dress rehearsal
	II Castle Courtyard

	3 July 2026
	8pm
	Performance
	II Castle Courtyard

	4 July 2026
	6pm – 6:30pm
	Acoustic rehearsal
	II Castle Courtyard

	4 July 2026
	8pm
	Performance
	II Castle Courtyard

	5 July
	
	Artists Depart
	


ESTIVAL shall not and has no authority to commit ARTISTS to any personal appearances, interviews,  performances, services, or other activities not otherwise specified above without the mutual consent of the parties.  
2. PRODUCER SERVICES.  
a. Engage, contract, and pay the ARTISTS to provide their performances and services for the  Engagement. 
b. Provide FESTIVAL the information necessary for FESTIVAL to rent the parts and scores to  Porgy and Bess from the Gershwin Foundation, including rental fees and royalties.  
c. Serve as liaison between the conductor and the orchestra with regard to any cuts and orchestration  changes. 
d. Serve as liaison between FESTIVAL, ARTISTS, and ARTISTS’ managers and agents.  
e. Provide FESTIVAL with ARTISTS’ approved biographies and photos for publicity releases and  programmes.  
f. Provide and update FESTIVAL with travel itineraries for ARTISTS.  
3. ENGAGMENT FEE.  
a. As compensation for, and in full consideration of, PRODUCER’s services, including, but not  limited to PRODUCER’s engagement of ARTISTS, FESTIVAL shall pay to PRODUCER the sum of €65,000  (euro), net of all fees imposed by any and all foreign or domestic government agencies or any subdivisions thereof,  including, but not limited to, taxes, VAT, duties, assessments, withholdings, border entry and customs fees, and visa  fees.  
b. In addition to the amount stated above, FESTIVAL agrees to provide, at FESTIVAL’s sole cost  and expense, the following:  
(i) Transportation to and from the airport and local ground transportation for PRODUCER  and ARTISTS as further described and set forth in this Agreement. 
(ii) Private hotel accommodation for PRODUCER and ARTISTS as further described and set  forth in this Agreement.  
c. Payment to PRODUCER shall be due and payable upon execution of this Agreement by both  parties. FESTIVAL understands and agrees that, except in the event of PRODUCER’s breach or default, such  payment shall be non-refundable for any reason, including, but not limited to, cancellation due to Force Majeure.  
d. Payment to PRODUCER shall be directly to “Music Academy International, Inc” and sent by  ACH to PRODUCER’s account: 
Music Academy International, Inc.  
FPB Cassa di Fassa Primiero e Belluno 
IBAN IT74H0814005614000024079007 
4. TRAVEL AND ACCOMODATIONS.  
a. Ground Transportation. FESTIVAL shall, at its sole cost and expense, provide ground  transportation for PRODUCER and ARTISTS for all ground transport between the airport, hotel, venue(s), and/or  any other locations required under this Agreement—including return transport to the airport.  
b. Hotel Accommodations. FESTIVAL shall, at its sole cost and expense, provide separate, private  non-smoking hotel rooms in a 4-star or above full-service hotel for PRODUCER and ARTISTS. Hotel check-in and  check-out times must be coordinated to accommodate flight arrangements, including, as appropriate, early check-in  and late check-out.  
5. PERFORMANCE AND VENUE SPECIFICATIONS. 
a. No discrimination for reasons of race, religion, sex or sexual preference, age or country of national  origin shall be permitted or authorized by FESTIVAL in connection with the sale of tickets, admission, seating, or  accommodation at the Engagement. 
6. ADVERTISING, PROMOTION, AND PROGRAMMES. 
a. PRODUCER shall provide FESTIVAL with ARTISTS’ approved biographies, credits/billing, and  photos. FESTIVAL agrees to use such materials and only such materials for all advertising, promotion, and  programmes related to the Engagement. Such materials may not be altered or edited by FESTIVAL without the prior  written consent of PRODUCER. Any translations of such materials must be approved by PRODUCER.  
b. No product, service, or publication utilizing the name or likeness of ARTISTS may be produced,  sold, or distributed without the prior written consent of PRODUCER.  
c. ARTISTS' appearance shall not be sponsored by or in any other way associated with any political  candidate or party.  
7. REPRODUCTION RIGHTS AND RESTRICTIONS.  
a. With the understanding that audiences and their cell phones are impossible to control, FESTIVAL  shall not otherwise authorize, facilitate, or permit the broadcasting, photographing, recording, or any other  transmission or reproduction of any performance(s) or activities of the ARTISTS, by any means or media now  known or hereafter invented, including, but not limited to audio, visual, or audio-visual means, unless the express  prior written consent of PRODUCER has been obtained. If any such unauthorized recording is discovered,  PRODUCER shall have the right to withhold the performance of ARTISTS without prejudice to PRODUCER’s  rights hereunder. 
b. Notwithstanding the foregoing, FESTIVAL shall be authorized to make an archival recording of  ARTISTS’ performances for FESTIVAL’s and to use up to three (3) minutes of such archival recording for  FESTIVAL’s non-commercial, promotional, and marketing purposes, provided that (i) PRODUCER receives a copy  of such archival recording for PRODUCER’s and ARTIST’s own non-commercial, promotional, and marketing  purposes; and (ii) no such recording, or any portions thereof, shall be used for any public or commercial release  without PRODUCER’s permission.  
8. ROYALTIES AND LICENSE FEES. PRODUCER shall provide FESTIVAL the information necessary  for FESTIVAL to rent the parts and scores to Porgy and Bess from the Gershwin Foundation, including rental fees  and royalties. FESTIVAL warrants and represents that, at its sole expense, it shall obtain all licenses, rights, permits, or other approval required with respect to the Engagement, and shall comply with and fulfil all terms and conditions 
set forth therein, including, but not limited to, all royalties and license fees which may be required for ARTISTS’  performances and services hereunder.  
9. INSURANCE. FESTIVAL agrees to provide insurance coverage (comprehensive general liability,  personal injury, property damage, etc.) for FESTIVAL’s personnel, facilities and activities. 
10. INDEMNIFICATION AND HOLD HARMLESS. Except in respect to damage caused by acts of gross  negligence on the part of PRODUCER, and PRODUCER’s respective agents and employees of each, from which  damage PRODUCER agrees to indemnify and hold harmless FESTIVAL, FESTIVAL shall indemnify and hold  harmless PRODUCER and PRODUCER’s agents and employees, from and against any claims, loss, damages,  injuries, liabilities, costs, and expenses, however caused, including reasonable attorneys' fees and court costs  actually incurred, resulting from or arising out of, wholly or in part any breach of any representation or warranty  made by FESTIVAL under this Agreement and any act or omission of FESTIVAL, its agents, subcontractors,  officers, directors, members or employees. The express obligation shall include without limitation all liability,  damages, loss, claims, and actions on account of personal injury, death, property loss, libel, defamation, invasion of  privacy or right of publicity, or infringement of copyright or trademark. 

11. FORCE MAJEURE.  
a. In the event that the performance of any of the obligations of this Agreement on the part of either  party shall be prevented, interrupted, or suspended by any force majeure event, as defined herein, either party may  terminate this Agreement without any liability on either party for any damages arising from such termination. Such  termination for a force majeure event shall not be deemed an “Event of Default.” 
b. “Force Majeure” shall mean severely inclement weather; ARTISTS unable to perform as a result  of sickness, inability to perform, or a terminal illness as defined by a medical professional of self or close family  members; any applicable statutes or regulations; acts of God; royal demise; epidemic; pandemic; accident;  explosion; lockout, boycott, strike, or labour controversy (including, but not limited to, threat of lockout, boycott or  strike); riot, civil disturbance, war or armed conflict, or act or threat of terrorism; delay of a common carrier;  disruption of air traffic; or any other similar or dissimilar cause or causes outside the reasonable control of a party  hereto. Notwithstanding the foregoing, FESTIVAL’s cancellation or rescheduling of a performance(s) or other  services due to FESTIVAL’s fiscal insolvency, poor ticket sales, scheduling problems, or for any other financial  reason, shall not be deemed a force majeure event and FESTIVAL shall not have the right to terminate this  Agreement without liability on the part of FESTIVAL.  
12. VISAS AND WORK PERMITS: FESTIVAL agrees to procure, at its sole expense, the necessary visas,  work permits and other documents necessary, or usually obtained, to enable ARTISTS to render their performances  and services hereunder. FESTIVAL shall also be responsible for, and indemnify and hold ARTISTS harmless from  
and against, all local, municipal or any government taxes, fees or levies on all income earned while in the country or  countries covered by this Agreement. 
13. CANCELLATION. 
a. In the event FESTIVAL cancels the Engagement of ARTSTS, or breaches or defaults this  Agreement with regard to any of FESTIVAL’s warranties, representations, or obligations hereunder, including, but  not limited to cancellation of the Engagement, such event shall be deemed an “Event of Default” and PRODUCER  shall have the right to terminate this Agreement and its obligations hereunder. In the event of such Event of Default,  PRODUCER shall be entitled to receive and retain PRODUCER’s full engagement fee hereunder.  
b. Notwithstanding anything in this Agreement to the contrary, in the event FESTIVAL incurs any  claims, loss, damages, injuries, liabilities, costs and expenses, including any reasonable attorneys' fees and court  costs actually incurred, resulting from or arising out of, wholly or in part, PRODUCER’s breach or default in the  performance of this Agreement, or in any of PRODUCER’s obligations hereunder, PRODUCER’s liability to  FESTIVAL shall not exceed the amount of PRODUCER’s Engagement Fee hereunder.  
14. ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS.  
a. This Agreement constitutes the entire Agreement between the parties and any prior understanding  or representation of any kind preceding the date of this Agreement shall not be binding upon either party except to  the extent incorporated in this Agreement.  
b. Any modification of this Agreement or additional obligation assumed by either party in  connection with this Agreement, shall be binding only if placed in writing and signed by each party or an authorized  representative of each party. No handwritten modifications or changes made directly to this Agreement shall be  binding unless initialled and accepted each party.  
c. Any controversy or claim arising out of or relating to this Agreement or any breach thereof shall  be submitted first to mediation and then, if mediation is unsuccessful, by arbitration through the Rules of the ICC  International Court of Arbitration. Such arbitrator shall be experienced in performing arts and entertainment matters.  The arbitrator may make any interim order, decision, determinations, or award he deems necessary to preserve the  status quo until he is able to render a final order, decision, determination or award. The determination of the  arbitrator in such proceeding shall be final, binding and non-appealable. Judgment upon the award rendered by the 
arbitrator may be entered in any court having jurisdiction thereof. The prevailing party shall be entitled to  reimbursement for costs and reasonable attorney's fees.  
d. The failure of either party to this Agreement to insist upon the performance of any of the terms and conditions of this Agreement, or the waiver of any breach of any of the terms and conditions of this Agreement,  shall not be construed as thereafter waiving any such terms and conditions, but the same shall continue and remain  in full force and effect as if no such forbearance or waiver had occurred.  
e. The parties hereto stipulate and agree that the rule of construction to the effect that any ambiguities are to be or may be resolved against the drafting party shall not be employed in the interpretation of this  Agreement to favour any party against another.  
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement as of the dates indicated below:  For Music Academy International, Inc. 
By:________________________________ 
xxxxx xxxxx 
Executive Director  
Date: 27 February 2026 
For Smetanova Litomyšl, o.p.s.  
By:_______________________________
Name: ____________________________
Title:_____________________________
Date:______________________________
