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Higgins hall, 515, 140 commonwealth avenue, chestnut hill, Massachusetts 02467 

tel: 617–552–3715 | email: altindis@bc.edu | 

June 30, 2025

Dear , 

I am preparing this document to describe our order from the Laboratory of Gnotobiology. We have 

recently initiated a collaboration with  and . They kindly conducted 

preliminary experiments using germ-free (GF) female NOD mice (n=5), and we have already generated 

interesting data indicating that P. distasonis, a gut commensal, increases islet infiltration rates in GF NOD 

mice. 

For this upcoming experiment, we will employ the same model and monitor the animals for 30 

weeks. The sample size for this experiment will be substantially increased (minimum n=20-30 per group) 

to determine the onset of diabetes resulting from P. distasonis colonization. The agreed sum for 

conducting the experiments is $ 5,000.  

Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions. 

Best regards, 

 

Assistant Professor, Boston College, Biology Department   

Adjunct Faculty, Joslin Diabetes Center and Harvard Medical School 

515, Higgins Hall,  

140 Commonwealth Avenue Chestnut Hill, MA 02467 

Phone: (617) 552-3715, Fax: (617) 552-2011  
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