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21.4 Reporting language 

The reporting must be in the language of the Agreement, unless otherwise agreed with the granting 
authority (see Data Sheet Point 4.2). 

21.5 Consequences of non-compliance 

I f a report submitted does not comply with this Article, the granting authority may suspend the 
payment deadline (see Article 29) and apply other measures described in Chapter 5. 

If the coordinator breaches its reporting obligations, the granting authority may terminate the grant or 
the coordinator's participation (see Article 32) or apply other measures described in Chapter 5. 

ARTICLE 22 - PAYMENTS AND RECOVERIES - CALCULATION OF AMOUNTS 
DUE 

22.1 Payments and payment arrangements 

Payments will be made in accordance with the schedule and modalities set out in the Data Sheet (see 
Point 4.2). 

They will be made in euro to the bank account indicated by the coordinator (see Data Sheet Point 4.2) 
and must be distributed without unjustified delay (restrictions may apply to distribution of the initial 
prefinancing payment; see Data Sheet, Point 4.2). 

Payments to this bank account will discharge the granting authority from its payment obligation. 

The cost of payment transfers will be borne as follows: 

the granting authority bears the cost of transfers charged by its bank 

the beneficiary bears the cost of transfers charged by its bank 

the party causing a repetition of a transfer bears all costs of the repeated transfer. 

Payments by the granting authority will be considered to have been carried out on the date when they 
are debited to its account. 

22.2 Recoveries 

Recoveries will be made, if - at beneficiary termination, final payment or afterwards - it turns out 
that the granting authority has paid too much and needs to recover the amounts undue. 

Each beneficiary's financial responsibility in case of recovery is in principle limited to their own debt 
and undue amounts of their affi I iated entities. 

In case of enforced recoveries (see Article 22.4), affiliated entities will be held liable for repaying 
debts of their beneficiaries, if required by the granting authority (see Data Sheet, Point 4.4). 

22.3 Amounts due 

22.3.1 Prefinancing payments 
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The aim of the prefinancing is to provide the beneficiaries with a float. 

It remains the property of the EU until the final payment. 

For initial prefinancings (if any), the amount due, schedule and modalities are set out in the 
Data Sheet (see Point 4.2). 

For additional prefinancings (if any), the amount due. schedule and modalities are also set out in 
the Data Sheet (see Point 4.2). However, if the statement on the use of the previous prefinancing 
payment shows that less than 70% was used, the amount set out in the Data Sheet will be reduced by 
the difference between the 70% threshold and the amount used. 

The contribution to the Mutual Insurance Mechanism will be retained from the prefinancing payments 
(at the rate and in accordance with the modalities set out in the Data Sheet, see Point 4.2) and 
transferred to the Mechanism. 

Prefinancing payments (or parts of them) may be offset (without the beneficiaries' consent) against 
amounts owed by a beneficiary to the granting authority - up to the amount due to that beneficiary. 

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission or an EU executive agency, 
offsetting may also be done against amounts owed to other Commission services or executive 
agencies. 

Payments will not be made if the payment deadline or payments are suspended (see Articles 29 and 
30). 

22.3.2 Amount due at beneficiary termination - Recovery 

At beneficiary termination there will be no payment, but the grant must be provisionally closed for the 
beneficiary which leaves the consortium (and the affiliated entities which had to end their participation 
together with the beneficiary, if any). 

Payments (if any) will be made with the next interim or final payment. 

The amount due will be calculated in the following step: 

Step 1 - Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution 

Step I - Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution 

The granting authority will first calculate the 'accepted EU contribution' for the beneficiary for all 
reporting periods, by calculating the unit contributions for the accepted units. 

After that, the granting authority will take into account grant reductions (if any). The resulting amount 
is the 'total accepted EU contribution' for the benefici ary. 

The balance is then calculated by deducting the payments received (if any; see report on the 
d istr ibution of payments in Article 32), from the total accepted EU contribution: 

{total accepted EU contribution for the beneficiary 

minus 

{prefinancing and interim payments received (if any»)} . 
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If the balance is positive. the amount will be included in the next interim or final payment to the 
consortium. 

If the balance is negative, it will be recovered in accordance with the following procedure: 

The granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the beneficiary concerned: 

formally notifying the intention to recover, the amount due, the amount to be recovered and 
the reasons why and 

requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification. 

If no observations are submitted (or the granting authority decides to pursue recovery despite the 
observations it has received), it will confirm the amount to be recovered and ask this amount to be 
paid to the coordinator (confirmation letter). 

If payment is not made to the coordinator by the date specified in the confirmation letter, the granting 
authority may call on the Mutual Insurance Mechanism to intervene, if continuation of the action is 
guaranteed and the conditions set out in the rules governing the Mechanism are met. 

In this case, it will send a beneficiary recovery letter, together with a debit note with the tern1S and 
date for payment. 

The debit note for the beneficiary will include the amount calculated for the affiliated entities which 
also had to end their participation (if any). 

If payment is not made by the date specified in the debit note, the granting authority will enforce 
reco,'ery in accordance with Article 22.4. 

The amounts will later on also be taken into account for the next interim or final payment. 

22.3.3 Interim payments 

Interim payments reimburse the eligible contributions claimed for the units implemented during the 
reporting periods (if any). 

Interim payments (if any) will be made in accordance with the schedule and modalities set out the 
Data Sheet (see Point 4.2). 

Payment is subject to the approval of the periodic report. Its approval does not imply recognition of 
compliance, authenticity, completeness or correctness of its content. 

The interim payment will be calculated by the granting authority in the following steps: 

Step 1 - Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution 

Step 2 - Limit to the interim payment ceiling 

Step 1- Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution 

The granting authority will first calculate the 'accepted EU contribution' for the action for the 
reporting period, by calculating the unit contributions for the accepted units. 
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After that the granting authority will take into account grant reductions from beneficiary termination 
(i f any). The resulting amount is the 'total accepted EU contribution'. 

The resulting amount is then capped to ensure that the total amount of prefinancing and interim 
payments (if any) does not exceed the interim payment ceiling set Ollt in the Data Sheet (see Point 4.2). 

Interim payments (or parts of them ) may be offset (without the beneficiaries' consent) against amounts 
owed by a beneficiary to the granting authority - up to the amount due to that beneficiary. 

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission or an EU executive agency, 
offsetting may also be done against amounts owed to other Commission services or executive 
agencies. 

Payments will not be made if the payment deadline or payments are suspended (see Articles 29 and 
30). 

22.3.4 Final payment - Final grant amount - Revenues and Profit - Recovery 

The final payment (payment of the balance) reimburses the eligible contributions claimed for the 
remaining units implemented (if any). 

The final payment will be made in accordance with the schedule and modalities set out in the 
Data Sheet (see Point 4.2). 

Payment is subject to the approval of the tinal periodic report. Its approval does not imply recognition 
of compliance, authenticity, completeness or correctness of its content. 

The final grant amount for the action will be calculated in the following steps: 

Step I - Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution 

Step 2 - Limit to the maximum grant amount 

I P II .-uk 

Step 1 - Calculation of tile total accepted EU contribution 

The granting authority wi II first calculate the' accepted EU contribution' for the action for all reporting 
periods, by calculating the unit contributions for the accepted units. 

After that, the granting authority will take into account grant reductions (if any). The resulting amount 
is the 'total accepted EU contribution'. 

Step 2 - Limit to the maximum grant amount 

If the resulting amount is higher than the maximum grant amount set out in Article 5.2, it will be 
limited to the latter. 

t 1 3 - Rdl tiL lu I th' Iw-pwlit luk 

l • .1/ ph I I 
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The balance (final payment) is then calculated by deducting the total amount of prefinancing and 
interim payments already made (if any), from the final grant amount: 

{final grant amount 

minus 

{prefinancing and interim payments made (if any))}. 

If the balance is positive. it will be paid to the coordinator. 

The amount retained for the Mutual Insurance Mechanism (see above) will be released and paid to 
the coordinator (in accordance with the rules governing the Mechanism). 

The final payment (or part of it) may be offset (without the beneficiaries' consent) against amounts 
owed by a beneficiary to the granting authority - up to the amount due to that beneficiary. 

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission or an EU executive agency, 
offsetting may also be done against amounts owed to other Commission services or executive 
agencies. 

Payments will not be made if the payment deadline or payments are suspended (see Articles 29 and 
30). 

If - despite the release of the Mutual Insurance Mechanism contribution - the balance is negative. 
it will be recovered in accordance with the following procedure: 

The granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the coordinator: 

formally notifying the intention to recover. the final grant amount, the amount to be recovered 
and the reasons why 

requesting a report on the distribution of payments to the beneficiaries within 30 days of 
receiving notification and 

requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification. 

If no observations are submitted (or the granting authority decides to pursue recovery despite the 
observations it has received) and the coordinator has submitted the report on the distribution of 
payments. it will calculate the share of the debt per beneficiary, by: 

(a) identifying the beneficiaries for which the amount calculated as follows is negative: 

{ {{ total accepted EU contribution for the beneficiary 

divided by 

total accepted EU contribution for the action 1 

multiplied by 

final grant amount for the action}, 

mmus 

{prefinancing and interim payments received by the beneficiary (if any)} } 
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and 

(b) dividing the debt: 

{{ amount calculated according to point (a) for the beneficiary concerned 

divided by 

the sum of the amounts calculated according to point (al for all the beneficiaries identified according to 
point (al) 

multiplied by 

the amount to be recovered} . 

and confirm the amount to be recovered from each beneficiary concerned (confirmation letter). 
together with debit notes with the terms and date for payment. 

The debit notes for beneficiaries wi II include the amounts calculated for their affil iated entities (i f any). 

If the coordinator has not submitted the report on the distribution of payments. the granting authority 
will recover the full amount from the coordinator (confirmation letter and debit note with the terms 
and date for payment). 

If payment is not made by the date specified in the debit note. the granting authority will enforce 
recovery in accordance with Article 22.4. 

22.3.5 Audit implementation after final payment - Revised final grant amount - Recovery 

If - alter the final payment (in particular. after checks. reviews. audits or investigations; see 
Article 25) - the granting authority rejects unit contributions (see Article 27) or reduces the grant 
(see Article 28), it will calculate the revised final grant amount for the beneficiary concerned. 

The beneficiary revised final grant amount will be calculated in the following step: 

Step 1 - Calculation of the revised total accepted EU contribution 

Step I - Calculation of the revised total accepted EU contribution 

The granting authority will first calculate the' revised accepted EU contribution' for the beneficiary, 
by calculating the 'revised accepted contributions'. 

After that, it will take into account grant reductions (if any). The resulting 'revised total accepted EU 
contribution ' is the beneficiary revised final grant amount. 

If the revised final grant amount is lower than the beneficiary's final grant amount (i.e. its share in the 
final grant amount for the action). it will be recovered in accordance with the following procedure: 

The beneficiary final grant amount (i.e. share in the final grant amount for the action) is calculated 
as follows: 

{{total accepted EU contribution for the beneficiary 

divided by 

total accepted EU contribution for the action} 
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multiplied by 

final grant amount for the action} . 

The granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the beneficiary concerned: 

formally notifying the intention to recover, the amount to be recovered and the reasons why and 

requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification. 

If no observations are submitted (or the granting authority decides to pursue recovery despite the 
observations it has received), it will confinn the amount to be recovered (confirmation letter), 
together with a debit note with the terms and the date for payment. 

Recoveries against affiliated entities (if any) will be handled through their beneficiaries. 

If payment is not made by the date specified in the debit note, the granting authority will enforce 
recovery in accordance with Article 22.4. 

22.4 Enforced recovery 

If payment is not made by the date specified in the debit note, the amount due will be recovered: 

(a) by offsetting the amount - without the coordinator or beneficiary's consent - against any 
amounts owed to the coordinator or beneficiary by the granting authority. 

In exceptional circumstances. to safeguard the EU financial interests, the amount may be offset 
before the payment date specified in the debit note. 

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission or an EU executive 
agency, debts may also be offset against amounts owed by other Commission services or 
executive agencies. 

b linanl,;ial guarantee::'1 not applicable 

(e) joint :.II1J \,; l: alliabilit (II cndiliancs: not aprlicahlc 

(d) by holding affiliated entities jointly and severally liable (if any, see Data Sheet, Point 4.4) 

(e) by taking legal action (see Article 43) or, provided that the granting authority is the European 
Commission or an EU executive agency, by adopting an enforceable decision under Article 299 
of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU) and Article 100(2) of EU Financial 
Regulation 202412509. 

If the Mutual Insurance Mechanism was called on by the granting authority to intervene, recovery will 
be continued in the name of the Mutual Insurance Mechanism. If two debit notes were sent, the second 
one (in the name of the Mutual Insurance Mechanism) will be considered to replace the first one (in 
the name of the granting authority). Where the MIM intervened, offsetting, enforceable decisions or 
any other of the above-mentioned forms of enforced recovery may be used mutatis mutandis. 

The amount to be recovered will be increased by late-payment interest at the rate set out in 
Article 22.5, from the day following the payment date in the debit note. up to and including the date 
the full payment is received. 
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Partial payments will be first credited against expenses, charges and late-payment interest and then 
against the principal. 

Bank charges incurred in the recovery process will be borne by the benefic iary, unless 
Directive 2015/236619 applies. 

For grants where the granting authority is an EU executive agency, enforced recovery by offsetting or 
enforceable decision will be done by the services of the European Commission (see also Article 43) . 

22.5 Consequences of non-compliance 

22.5.1 If the granting authority does not pay within the payment deadlines (see above), the 
beneficiaries are entitled to late-payment interest at the rate applied by the European Central Bank 
(ECB) for its main refinancing operations in euros (,reference rate'), plus the rate specified in the 
Data Sheet (Point 4.2). The reference rate is the rate in force on the first day ofthe month in which the 
payment deadline expires, as published in the C series of the Official Journal of the European Union. 

If the late-payment interest is lower than or equal to EUR 200, it will be paid to the coordinator only 
on request submitted within two months of receiving the late payment. 

Late-payment interest is not due if all beneficiaries are EU Member States (including regional and 
local government authorities or other public bodies acting on behalf of a Member State for the purpose 
of this Agreement). 

If payments or the payment deadline are suspended (see Articles 29 and 30), payment will not be 
considered as lal . 

Late-payment interest covers the period running from the day following the due date for payment (see 
above), up to and including the date of payment. 

Late-payment interest is not considered for the purposes of calculating the final grant amount. 

22.5.2 If the coordinator breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced 
(see Article 28) and the grant or the coordinator may be terminated (see Article 32). 

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5. 

\1 IleLi 23 - (;t AR \N II I 

RTI( I I 2.t - I RIIFI( II 

applil hie 

ARTICLE 25 - CHECKS, REVIEWS, AUDITS AND INVESTIGATIONS - EXTENSION 
OF FINDINGS 

19 Directive (EU) 201512366 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 November 2015 on payment 
services in the internal market, amending Directives 2002/651EC, 200911 1 O/EC and 2013/361EU and Regulation (EU) 
No 1093/2010, and repealing Directive 2007/64/EC (OJ L 337, 23.1 2.2015, p. 35). 
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25.1 Granting authority checks, reviews and audits 

25.1.1 Internal checks 

The granting authority may - during the action or afterwards - check the proper implementation 
of the action and compliance with the obligations under the Agreement, including assessing unit 
contributions, deliverables and reports. 

25.1.2 Project reviews 

The granting authority may carry out reviews on the proper implementation of the action and 
compliance with the obligations under the Agreement (general project reviews or specific issues 
reviews). 

Such project reviews may be started during the implementation of the action and until the time-limit 
set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 6). They will be formally notified to the coordinator or beneficiary 
concerned and will be considered to start on the date of the notification. 

If needed, the granting authority may be assisted by independent, outside experts. If it uses outside 
experts, the coordinator or beneficiary concerned will be informed and have the right to object on 
grounds of commercial confidentiality or conflict of interest. 

The coordinator or beneficiary concerned must cooperate diligently and provide - within the deadline 
requested - any information and data in addition to deliverables and reports already submitted 
(including information on the use of resources). The granting authority may request beneficiaries 
to provide such information to it directly. Sensitive information and documents will be treated in 
accordance with Article 13. 

The coordinator or beneficiary concerned may be requested to participate in meetings, including with 
the outside experts. 

For on-the-spot visits, the beneficiary concerned must allow access to sites and premises (including 
to the outside experts) and must ensure that information requested is readily available. 

Information provided must be accurate, precise and complete and in the form at requested, including 
electronic format. 

On the basis of the review findings, a project review report will be drawn up. 

The granting authority will formally notify the project review report to the coordinator or beneficiary 
concerned, which has 30 days from receiving notification to make observations. 

Project reviews (including project review reports) will be in the language of the Agreement, unless 
otherwise agreed with the granting authority (see Data Sheet, Point 4.2). 

25.1.3 Audits 

The granting authority may carry out audits on the proper implementation of the action and compliance 
with the obligations under the Agreement. 

Such audits may be started during the implementation of the action and until the time-limit set out in 
the Data Sheet (see Point 6) . They will be formally notified to the beneficiary concerned and will be 
considered to start on the date of the notification. 
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The granting authority may lise its own audit service, delegate audits to a centralised service or use 
external audit firms. If it uses an external firm, the beneficiary concerned will be informed and have 
the right to object on grounds of commercial confidentiality or conflict of interest. 

The beneficiary concerned must cooperate diligently and provide - within the deadline requested-
any information (including complete accounts, individual salary statements or other personal data) 
to verify comp liance with the Agreement. Sensitive information and documents will be treated in 
accordance with Article 13. 

For on-the-spot visits. the beneficiary concerned must allow access to sites and premises (including 
for the external audit firm) and must ensure that information requested is readily available. 

Information provided must be accurate, precise and complete and in the format requested, including 
electronic format. 

On the basis of the audit findings, a draft audit report will be drawn up. 

The auditors will formally notify the draft audit report to the beneficiary concerned, which has 30 days 
from receiving notification to make observations (contradictory audit procedure). 

The final audit report will take into account observations by the beneficiary concerned and will be 
formally notified to them. 

Audits (including audit reports) will be in the language of the Agreement, unless otherwise agreed 
with the granting authority (see Data Sheet, Point 4.2) . 

25.2 European Commission checks, reviews and audits in grants of other granting 
authorities 

Where the granting authority is not the European Commission. the latter has the same rights of checks, 
reviews and audits as the granting authority. 

25.3 Access to records for assessing simplified forms of funding 

The beneficiaries must give the European Commission access to their statutory records for the periodic 
assessment of simplified forms of funding which are used in EU programmes. 

25.4 OLAF, EPPO and ECA audits and investigations 

The following bodies may also carry out checks, reviews, audits and investigations - during the 
action or afterwards: 

the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) under Regulations No 883/201320 and No 2185/9621 

the European Public Prosecutor's Office (EPPO) under Regulation 2017/ 1939 

~o Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 88312013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of ) 1 September 2013 
conceming investigations conducted by the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) and repealing Regulation (EC) 
No 107311 999 of the European Parliament and of the Council and Council Regulation (Euratom) No 107411999 (OJ 
L 248, 18/09/20 l3. p. I). 

21 Council Regulation (Euratom. EC) No 2185/96 of 11 November 1996 conceming on-the-spot checks and inspections 
carried out by the Commission in order to protect the European Communities' financial interests against fraud and other 
irregularities (OJ L 292. 1511 111996. p. 2). 
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the European Court of Auditors (ECA) under Article 287 of the Treaty on the Functioning of 
the EU (TFEU) and Article 263 of EU Financial Regulation 2024/2509. 

If requested by these bodies. the beneficiary concerned must provide full , accurate and complete 
information in the format requested (including complete accounts, individual salary statements or 
other personal data. including in electronic format) and allow access to sites and premises for 
on-the-spot visits or inspections - as provided for under these Regulations. 

To this end. the beneficiary concerned must keep all relevant information relating to the action. at 
least until the time-limit set out in the Data Sheet (Point 6) and, in any case, until any ongoing checks, 
reviews. audits. investigations, litigation or other pursuits of claims have been concluded. 

25.5 Consequences of checks, reviews, audits and investigations - Extension of results of 
reviews, audits or investigations 

25.5.1 Consequences of checks, reviews, audits and investigations in this grant 

Findings in checks, reviews. audits or investigations carried out in the context of this grant may lead to 
rejections (see Article 27), grant reduction (see Article 28) or other mea ures described in Chapter 5. 

Rejections or grant reductions after the final payment will lead to a revised final grant amount (see 
Article 22). 

Findings in checks. reviews, audits or investigations during the action implementation may lead to a 
request for amendment (see Article 39). to change the description of the action set out in Annex I. 

Checks. reviews. audits or investigations that find systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities. fraud 
or breach of obligations in any EU grant may also lead to consequences in other EU grants awarded 
under similar conditions (,extension to other grants'). 

Moreover. findings arising from an OLAF or EPPO investigation may lead to criminal prosecution 
under national law. 

25.5.2 Extension from other grants 

Results of checks, reviews, audits or investigations in other grants may be extended to this grant. if: 

(a) the beneficiary concerned is found. in other EU grants awarded under similar conditions. to 
have committed systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities. fraud or breach of obligations that 
have a material impact on this grant and 

(b) those findings are formally notified to the beneficiary concerned - together with the I ist of 
grants affected by the findings - within the time-limit for audits set out in the Data Sheet (see 
Point 6). 

The granting authority will formally notify the beneficiary concerned of the intention to extend the 
findings and the list of grants affected. 

If the extension concerns rejections of unit contributions: the notification will include: 

(a) an invitation to submit observations on the list of grants affected by the findings 

(b) the request to submit revised financial statements for all grants affected 
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(c) the correction rate for extrapolation. established on the basis ofthe systemic or recurrent errors. 
to calculate the amounts to be rejected, if the beneficiary concerned: 

0) considers that the submission of revised financial statements is not possible or practicable 
or 

(ii) does not submit revised financial statements. 

If the extension concerns grant reductions: the notification will include: 

(a) an invitation to submit observations on the list of grants affected by the findings and 

(b) the correction rate for extrapolation, established on the basis of the systemic or recurrent 
errors and the principle of proportionality. 

The beneficiary concerned has 60 days from receiving notification to submit observations, revised 
financial statements or to propose a duly substantiated alternative correction method/rate. 

On the basis of this, the granting authority will analyse the impact and decide on the implementation 
(i.e. start rejection or grant reduction procedures. either on the basis of the revised financial statements 
or the announced/alternative method/rate or a mix of those; see Articles 27 and 28). 

25.6 Consequences of non-compliance 

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, unit contributions insufficiently 
substantiated will be ineligible (see Article 6) and will be rejected (see Article 27). and the grant may 
be reduced (see Article 28). 

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5. 

ARTICLE 26 - IMPACT EVALUATIONS 

26.1 Impact evaluation 

The granting authority may carry out impact evaluations of the action, measured against the objectives 
and indicators of the EU programme funding the grant. 

Such evaluations may be started during implementation of the action and until the time-limit set out 
in the Data Sheet (see Point 6). They will be formally notified to the coordinator or beneficiaries and 
will be considered to start on the date of the notitication. 

If needed, the granting authority may be assisted by independent outside experts. 

The coordinator or beneficiaries must provide any information relevant to evaluate the impact of the 
action, including information in electronic format. 

26.2 Consequences of non-compliance 

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the granting authority may apply 
the measures described in Chapter 5. 
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CHAPTER 5 CONSEQUENCES OF NON-COMPLIANCE 

SECTION 1 REJECTIONS AND GRANT RED CTION 

ARTICLE 27 - REJECTION OF CONTRIBUTIONS 

27.1 Conditions 

The granting authority will - at beneficiary termination. interim payment, final payment or 
afterwards - reject any unit contributions which are ineligible (see Article 6), in particular following 
checks, reviews, audits or investigations (see Article 25). 

The rejection may also be based on the extension of findings from other grants to this grant (see 
Article 25). 

Ineligible unit contributions will be rejected. 

27.2 Procedure 

If the rejection does not lead to a recovery, the granting authority will formally notify the coordinator 
or beneficiary concerned of the rejection, the amounts and the reasons why. The coordinator or 
beneficiary concerned may - within 30 days of receiving notification - submit observations if it 
disagrees with the rejection (payment review procedure). 

If the rejection leads to a recovery, the granting authority will follow the contradictory procedure with 
pre-information letter set out in Article 22. 

27.3 Effects 

Ifthe granting authority rejects unit contributions, it will deduct them from the contributions declared 
and then calculate the amount due (and. if needed. make a recovery ~ see Article 22). 

ARTICLE 28 - GRANT REDUCTION 

28.1 Conditions 

The granting authority may - at beneficiary termination, final payment or afterwards - reduce the 
grant for a beneficiary. if: 

(a) the beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or 
person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed: 

(i) substantial errors, irregularities or fraud or 

(ii) serious breach of obligations under this Agreement or during its award (including 
improper implementation of the action, non-compliance with the call conditions, 
submission offalse information, failure to provide required information, breach of ethics 
or security rules (if applicable), failure to cooperate with checks, reviews, audits and 
investigations, etc.), or 

(b) the beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or control. or 
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person essential for the award/implementation ofthe grant) has committed - in other EU grants 
awarded to it under similar conditions - systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fraud or 
serious breach of obligations that have a material impact on this grant (see Article 25). 

The amount of the reduction will be calculated for each beneficiary concerned and proportionate to the 
seriousness and the duration of the errors, irregularities or fraud or breach of obligations, by applying 
an individual reduction rate to their accepted EU contribution. 

28.2 Procedure 

If the grant reduction does not lead to a recovery, the granting authority will formally notify the 
coordinator or beneficiary concerned of the reduction, the amount to be reduced and the reasons why. 
The coordinator or beneficiary concerned may - within 30 days of receiving notification - submit 
observations if it disagrees with the reduction (payment review procedure). 

If the grant reduction leads to a recovery. the granting authority will follow the contradictory procedure 
with pre-information letter set out in Article 22. 

28.3 Effects 

I f the granting authority reduces the grant it will deduct the reduction and then calculate the amount 
due (and, if needed, make a recovery; see Article 22). 

SECTION 2 SUSPENSION AND TERMINATION 

ARTICLE 29 - PAYMENT DEADLINE SUSPENSION 

29.1 Conditions 

The granting authority may - at any moment - suspend the payment deadl ine if a payment cannot 
be processed because: 

(a) the required report (see Article 21) has not been submitted or is not complete or additional 
infornlation is needed 

(b) there are doubts about the amount to be paid (e .g. ongoing audit extension procedure, queries 
about eligibility, need for a grant reduction, etc.) and additional checks. reviews, audits or 
investigations are necessary, or 

(c) there are other issues affecting the EU financial interests. 

29.2 Procedure 

The granting authority will formally notify the coordinator of the suspension and the reasons why. 

The suspension will take effect the day the notification is sent. 

If the conditions for suspending the payment deadl ine are no longer met, the suspension will be lifted 
- and the remaining time to pay (see Data Sheet, Point 4.2) will resume. 
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If the suspension exceeds two months. the coordinator may request the granting authority to confinn 
if the suspension will continue. 

If the payment deadline has been suspended due to the non-compliance of the report and the revised 
report is not submitted (or was submitted but is also rejected), the granting authority may also terminate 
the grant or the participation of the coordinator (see Article 32). 

ARTICLE 30 - PAYMENT SUSPENSION 

30.1 Conditions 

The granting authority may - at any moment - suspend payments, in whole or in part for one or 
more beneficiaries, if: 

(a) a beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or 
person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed or is suspected of 
having committed: 

(i) substantial errors, irregularities or fraud or 

(ii) serious breach of obligations under this Agreement or during its award (including 
improper implementation of the action, non-compliance with the call conditions, 
submission offalse information, failure to provide required information, breach of ethics 
or security rules (if applicable), failure to cooperate with checks, reviews. audits and 
investigations, etc.), or 

(b) a beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or control. or 
person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed - in other EU grants 
awarded to it under similar conditions - systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fraud or 
serious breach of obligations that have a material impact on this grant. 

If payments are suspended for one or more beneficiaries, the granting authority will make partial 
payment(s) for the partes) not suspended. If suspension concerns the final payment, the payment (or 
recovery) ofthe remaining amount after suspension is lifted will be considered to be the payment that 
closes the action. 

30.2 Procedure 

Before suspending payments, the granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the 
beneficiary concerned: 

formally notifying the intention to suspend payments and the reasons why and 

requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification. 

I f the granting authority does not receive observations or decides to pursue the procedure despite the 
observations it has received, it will confinn the suspension (confirmation letter). Otherwise, it will 
formally notify that the procedure is discontinued. 

At the end of the suspension procedure, the granting authority will also infonn the coordinator. 

The suspension will take effect the day after the confinnation notification is sent. 
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If the conditions for resuming payments are met, the suspension will be lifted. The granting authority 
will formally notify the beneficiary concerned (and the coordinator) and set the suspension end date. 

During the suspension, no prefinancing will be paid to the beneficiaries concerned. For interim 
payments, the periodic reports for all reporting periods except the last one (see Article 21) must 
not contain any financial statements from the beneficiary concerned (or its affi liated entities). The 
coordinator must include them in the next periodic report after the suspension is lifted or - if 
suspension is not lifted before the end of the action - in the last periodic report. 

ARTICLE 31- GRANT AGREEMENT SUSPENSION 

31.1 Consortium-requested GA suspension 

31.1.1 Conditions and procedure 

The beneficiaries may request the suspension of the grant or any part of it. if exceptional circumstances 
- in particular force majeure (see Article 35) - make implementation impossible or excessively 
difficult. 

The coordinator must submit a request for amendment (see Article 39). with: 

the reasons why 

the date the suspension takes effect; this date may be before the date of the submission of the 
amendment request and 

the expected date of resumption. 

The suspension will take effect on the day specified in the amendment. 

Once circumstances allow for implementation to resume. the coordinator must immediately request 
another amendment of the Agreement to set the suspension end date, the resumption date (one day 
after suspension end date), extend the duration and make other changes necessary to adapt the action 
to the new situation (see Article 39) - unless the grant has been terminated (see Article 32). The 
suspension will be lifted with effect from the suspension end date set out in the amendment. This date 
may be before the date of the submission of the amendment request. 

During the suspension, no prefinancing will be paid. Moreover. no units may be implemented. 
Ongoing units must be interrupted and no new units may be started. Unit contributions for activities 
implemented during grant suspension are not eligible (see Article 6.3). 

31.2 EU-initiated GA suspension 

31.2.1 Conditions 

The granting authority may suspend the grant or any part of it if: 

(a) a beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or 
person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed or is suspected of 
having committed: 

(i) substantial errors, irregularities or fraud or 
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(ii) serious breach of obligations under this Agreement or during its award (including 
improper implementation of the action, non-compliance with the call conditions, 
submission offalse information, failure to provide required information, breach of ethics 
or security rules (if applicable), failure to cooperate with checks, reviews, audits and 
investigations, etc.), or 

(b) a beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or 
person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed - in other EU grants 
awarded to it under similar conditions - systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fraud or 
serious breach of obligations that have a material impact on this grant 

(c) other: 

(i) link\.: 1 action i,>~ucs: notappli .lhlc 

(ii) the action has lost its scientific or technological relevance 

31.2.2 Procedure 

Before suspending the grant, the granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the 
coordinator: 

formally notifying the intention to suspend the grant and the reasons why and 

request ing observations within 30 days of receiving notification. 

If the granting authority does not receive observations or decides to pursue the procedure despite the 
observations it has received, it will confirm the suspension (confirmation letter). Otherwise, it will 
formally notify that the procedure is discontinued. 

The suspension will take effect the day after the confirmation notification is sent (or on a later date 
specified in the notification). 

Once the conditions for resuming implementation of the action are met, the granting authority will 
formally notify the coordinator a lifting of suspension letter, in which it will set the suspension 
end date and invite the coordinator to request an amendment of the Agreement to set the resumption 
date (one day after suspension end date), extend the duration and make other changes necessary to 
adapt the action to the new situation (see Article 39) - unless the grant has been terminated (see 
Article 32). The suspension will be lifted with effect from the suspension end date set out in the lifting 
of suspension letter. This date may be before the date on which the letter is sent. 

During the suspension, no prefinancing will be paid. Moreover, no units may be implemented 
Ongoing units must be interrupted and no new units may be started. Unit contributions for activities 
implemented during suspension are not eligible (see Article 6.3). 

The beneficiaries may not claim damages due to suspension by the granting authority (see Article 33). 

Grant suspension does not affect the granting authority's right to terminate the grant or a beneficiary 
(see Article 32) or reduce the grant (see Article 28). 

ARTICLE 32 - GRANT AGREEMENT OR BENEFICIARY TERMINATION 
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32.1 Consortium-requested GA termination 

32.1.1 Conditions and procedure 

The beneficiaries may request the termination of the grant. 

The coordinator must submit a request for amendment (see Article 39), with: 

the reasons why 

the date the consortium ends work on the action ('end of work date') and 

the date the termination takes effect ('termination date ' ); this date must be after the date of the 
submission of the amendment request. 

The termination will take effect on the termination date specified in the amendment. 

If no reasons are given or if the granting authority considers the reasons do not justify termination. 
it may consider the grant terminated improperly. 

32.1.2 Effects 

The coordinator must - within 60 days from when temlination takes effect - submit a periodic 
report (for the open reporting period until ternlination). 

The granting authority will calculate the final grant amount and final payment on the basis of the 
report submitted and taking into account the unit contributions for activities implemented before the 
end of work date (see Article 22). 

If the granting authority does not receive the report within the deadline, only unit contributions which 
are included in an approved periodic report will be taken into account (no contributions if no periodic 
report was ever approved). 

Improper termination may lead to a grant reduction (see Article 28). 

After termination, the beneficiaries' obligations (in particular Articles 13 (confidentiality and 
security), 16 (IPR), 17 (communication. dissemination and visibility), 21 (reporting). 25 (checks, 
reviews. audits and investigations), 26 (impact evaluation), 27 (rejections), 28 (grant reduction) and 
42 (assignment of claims» continue to apply. 

32.2 Consortium-requested beneficiary termination 

32.2.1 Conditions and procedure 

The coordinator may request the termination of the participation of one or more beneficiaries, on 
request of the beneficiary concerned or on behalf of the other beneficiaries. 

The coordinator must submit a request for amendment (see Article 39), with: 

the reasons why 

the opinion of the beneficiary concerned (or proof that this opinion has been requested in 
writing) 

50 



Pr Jeet· 101236599 OneTlek - HORIZON-MSCA-2024-SE-01 

the date the beneficiary ends work on the action ('end of work date') 

the date the termination takes effect ('termination date'); this date must be after the date of the 
submission of the amendment request. 

If the termination concerns the coordinator and is done without its agreement, the amendment request 
must be submitted by another beneficiary (acting on behalf of the consortium). 

The termination will take effect on the termination date specified in the amendment. 

If no information is given or if the granting authority considers that the reasons do not justify 
termination, it may consider the beneficiary to have been terminated improperly. 

32.2.2 Effects 

The coordinator must - within 60 days from when termination takes effect - submit: 

(i) a report on the distribution of payments to the beneficiary concerned 

(ii) a termination report from the beneficiary concerned, for the open reporting period until 
termination, containing an overview of the progress of the work, the financial statement and 
the explanation on the use of resources 

(i ii ) a second request for amendment (see Article 39) with other amendments needed (e.g. 
reallocation ofthe tasks and the estimated budget of the terminated beneficiary; addition of 
a new beneficiary to replace the terminated beneficiary; change of coordinator, etc.). 

The granting authority will calculate the amount due to the beneficiary on the basis of the report 
submitted and taking into account the unit contributions for activities implemented before the end of 
work date (see Article 22). 

The information in the termination report must also be included in the periodic report for the next 
reporting period (see Article 21 ). 

If the granting authority does not receive the termination report within the deadline, only unit 
contributions which are included in an approved periodic report will be taken into account (no 
contributions if no periodic report was ever approved). 

If the granting authority does not receive the report on the distribution of payments within the deadline, 
it will consider that: 

the coordinator did not distribute any payment to the beneficiary concerned and that 

the beneficiary concerned must not repay any amount to the coordinator. 

[fthe second request for amendment is accepted by the granting authority, the Agreement is amended 
to introduce the necessary changes (see Article 39). 

If the second request for amendment is rejected by the granting authority (because it calls into question 
the decision awarding the grant or breaches the principle of equal treatment of applicants), the grant 
may be terminated (see Article 32). 
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Improper termination may lead to a reduction of the grant (see Article 31) or grant termination (see 
Article 32). 

After termination, the concerned beneficiary's obligations (in particular Articles 13 (confidentiality 
and security), 16 (lPR), 17 (communication, dissemination and visibility), 21 (reporting), 25 (checks. 
reviews, audits and investigations), 26 (impact evaluation). 27 (rejections). 28 (grant reduction) and 
42 (assignment of claims» continue to apply. 

32.3 EU-initiated GA or beneficiary termination 

32.3.1 Conditions 

The granting authority may terminate the grant or the participation of one or more beneficiaries. if: 

(a) one or more beneficiaries do not accede to the Agreement (see Article 40) 

(b) a change to the action or the legal. financial, technical, organ isational or ownership situation 
of a beneficiary is likely to substantially affect the implementation of the action or calls into 
question the decision to award the grant (including changes linked to one of the exclusion 
grounds listed in the declaration of honour) 

(c) following temlination of one or more beneficiaries, the necessary changes to the Agreement 
(and their impact on the action) would call into question the decision awarding the grant or 
breach the principle of equal treatment of applicants 

(d) implementation of the action has become impossible or the changes necessary for its 
continuation would call into question the decision awarding the grant or breach the principle 
of equal treatment of applicants 

(e) a beneficiary (or person with unlimited liability for its debts) is subject to bankruptcy 
proceedings or similar (including insolvency, winding-up, administration by a liquidator or 
court. arrangement with creditors. suspension of business activities, etc.) 

(f) a beneficiary (or person with unlimited liability for its debts) is in breach of social security 
or tax obligations 

(g) a beneficiary (or person having powers of representation. decision-making or control, or person 
essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has been found guilty of grave professional 
misconduct 

(h) a beneficiary (or person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or person 
essential for the award/ implementation of the grant) has committed fraud. corruption. or is 
involved in a criminal organisation, money laundering, terrorism-related crimes (including 
terrorism financing). child labour or human trafficking 

(i) a beneficiary (or person having powers ofrepresentation. decision-making or control, or person 
essential for the award/implementation of the grant) was created under a different jurisdiction 
with the intent to ircumvent fiscal, social or other legal obligations in the country of origin 
(or created another entity with this purpose) 

U) a beneficiary (or person having powers of representation. decision-making or control, or person 
essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed: 
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(i) substantial errors, irregularities or fraud or 

(ii) serious breach of obligations under this Agreement or during its award (including 
improper implementation of the action, non-compliance with the call conditions. 
submission offalse information. failure to provide required information. breach of ethics 
or security rules (if applicable), failure to cooperate with checks, reviews, audits and 
investigations, etc.) 

(k) a beneficiary (or person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or person 
essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed - in other EU grants 
awarded to it under similar conditions - systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fraud or 
serious breach of obligations that have a material impact on this grant (extension of findings 
from other grants to this grant; see Article 25) 

(I) despite a specific request by the granting authority, a beneficiary does not request - through 
the coordinator - an amendment to the Agreement to end the participation of one of its 
affiliated entities or associated partners that is in one ofthe situations under points (d), (f), (e), ' 
(g), (h), (i) or U) and to reallocate its tasks, or 

(m) other: 

(i) linked act i I IS~lI : not appl icabl 

(ii) the action has lost its scientific or technological relevance 

32.3.2 Procedure 

Before terminating the grant or participation of one or more beneficiaries, the granting authority will 
send a pre-information letter to the coordinator or beneficiary concerned: 

formally notifying the intention to tenninate and the reasons why and 

requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification. 

If the granting authority does not receive observations or decides to pursue the procedure despite 
the observations it has received. it will confirm the termination and the date it will take effect 

, (confirmation letter), Otherwis , it will formally notify that the procedure is discontinued. 

For beneficiary terminations. the granting authority will- at the end of the procedure - also inform 
the coordinator. 

The termination will take effect the day after the confirmation notification is sent (or on a later date 
specified in the notification; 'termination date'). 

32.3.3 Effects 

(a) for GA termination: 

The coordinator must - within 60 days from when termination takes effect - submit a 
periodic report (for the last open reporting period until termination). 
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The granting authority will calculate the final grant amount and final payment on the basis of the 
report submitted (see Article 22). Only units implemented until termination will be accepted. 

If the grant is terminated for breach of the obligation to submit reports, the coordinator may 
not submit any report after termination. 

If the granting authority does not receive the report within the deadline. only unit contributions 
which are included in an approved periodic report will be taken into account (no contributions 
if no periodic report was ever approved). 

Termination does not affect the granting authority'S right to reduce the grant (see Article 28) 
or to impose administrative sanctions (see Article 34). 

The beneficiaries may not claim damages due to termination by the granting authority (see 
Article 33). 

After termination. the beneficiaries' obligations (in particular Articles 13 (confidentiality 
and security). 16 (IPR). 17 (communication. dissemination and visibility). 21 (reporting). 25 
(checks. reviews. audits and investigations). 26 (impact evaluation). 27 (rejections). 28 (grant 
reduction) and 42 (assignment of claims» continue to apply. 

(b) for beneficiary termination: 

The coordinator must - within 60 days from when termination takes effect - submit: 

(i) a report on the distribution of payments to the beneficiary concerned 

(ii) a termination report from the beneficiary concerned, for the open reporting period 
until termination, containing an overview of the progress of the work, the financial 
statement, and the explanation on the use of resources 

(iii) a request for amendment (see Article 39) with any amendments needed (e.g. 
reallocation of the tasks and the estimated budget of the terminated beneficiary: 
addition of a new beneficiary to replace the terminated beneficiary: change of 
coordinator, etc.). 

The granting authority will calculate the amount due to the beneficiary on the basis of the report 
submitted (see Article 22). Only units implemented until termination will be accepted. 

The information in the termination rep0l1 must also be included in the periodic report for the 
next reporting period (see Article 21). 

If the granting authority does not receive the termination report within the deadline, only 
unit contributions included in an approved periodic report will be taken into account (no 
contributions if no periodic report was ever approved). 

If the granting authority does not receive the report on the distribution of payments within the 
deadline, it will consider that: 

the coordinator did not distribute any payment to the beneficiary concerned and that 

the beneficiary concerned must not repay any amount to the coordinator. 
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Ifthe request for amendment is accepted by the granting authority, the Agreement is amended 
to introduce the necessary changes (see Article 39). 

Ifthe request for amendment is rejected by the granting authority (because it calls into question 
the decision awarding the grant or breaches the principle of equal treatment of applicants), the 
grant may be terminated (see Article 32). 

After termination, the concerned beneficiary's obligations (in particular Articles 13 
(confidentiality and security), 16 (IPR). 17 (communication, dissemination and visibility), 
21 (reporting), 25 (checks, reviews, audits and investigations), 26 (impact evaluation), 27 
(rejections), 28 (grant reduction) and 42 (assignment of claims)) continue to apply. 

SECTION 3 OTHER CONSEQUENCES: DAMAGES AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
SANCTIONS 

ARTICLE 33 - DAMAGES 

33.1 Liability of the granting authority 

The granting authority cannot be held liable for any damage caused to the beneficiaries or to third 
parties as a consequence of the implementation of the Agreement, including for gross negligence. 

The granting authority cannot be held liable for any damage caused by any of the beneficiaries or 
other participants involved in the action, as a consequence of the implementation of the Agreement. 

33.2 Liability of the beneficiaries 

The beneficiaries must compensate the granting authority for any damage it sustains as a result of the 
implementation of the action or because the action was not implemented in full compliance with the 
Agreement, provided that it was caused by gross negligence or wilful act. 

The liability does not extend to indirect or consequential losses or similar damage (such as loss of 
profit, loss of revenue or loss of contracts), provided such damage was not caused by wilful act or 
by a breach of confidentiality. 

ARTICLE 34 - ADMINISTRATIVE SANCTIONS AND OTHER MEASURES 

Nothing in this Agreement may be construed as preventing the adoption of administrative sanctions 
(i.e. exclusion from EU award procedures and/or financial penalties) or other public law measures, 
in addition or as an alternative to the contractual measures provided under this Agreement (see, 
for instance. Articles 137 to 148 EU Financial Regulation 202412509 and Articles 4 and 7 of 
Regulation 2988/952

\ 

SECTION 4 FORCE MAJEURE 

22 Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2988/95 of 18 December 1995 on the protection of the European Communities 
financial interests (OJ L 312, 23 .12.1995, p. I). 
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ARTICLE 35 - FORCE MAJEURE 

A party prevented by force majeure from fulfilling its obligations under the Agreement cannot be 
considered in breach of them. 

'Force majeure' means any situation or event that: 

prevents either party from fulfilling their obligations under the Agreement 

was unforeseeable, exceptional situation and beyond the parties ' control 

was not due to error or negligence on their part (or on the part of other participants involved 
in the action) and 

proves to be inevitable in spite of exercising all due diligence. 

Any situation constituting force majeure must be formally notified to the other party without delay, 
stating the nature, likely duration and foreseeable effects. 

The parties must immediately take all the necessary steps to limit any damage due to force majeure 
and do their best to resume implementation of the action as soon as possible. 

CHAPTER 6 FINAL PROVISIONS 

ARTICLE 36 - COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE PARTIES 

36.1 Forms and means of communication - Electronic management 

EU grants are managed fully electronically through the EU Funding & Tenders Portal (,Portal"). 

All communications must be made electronically through the Portal, in accordance with the Portal 
Terms and Conditions and using the forms and templates provided there (except if explicitly instructed 
otherwise by the granting authority). 

Communications must be made in writing and clearly identify the grant agreement (project number 
and acronym). 

Communications must be made by persons authorised according to the Portal Terms and Conditions. 
For naming the authorised persons, each beneficiary must have designated - before the signature of 
this Agreement - a 'legal entity appointed representative (LEAR)' . The role and tasks of the LEAR 
are stipulated in their appointment letter (see Portal Terms and Conditions). 

If the electronic exchange system is temporarily unavailable, instructions will be given on the Portal. 

36.2 Date of communication 

The sending date for communications made through the Portal will be the date and time of sending, 
as indicated by the time logs. 

The receiving date for communications made through the Portal will be the date and time the 
communication is accessed, as indicated by the time logs. Formal notifications that have not been 
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accessed within 10 days after sending, will be considered to have been accessed (see Portal Terms 
and Conditions). 

If a communication is exceptionally made on paper (bye-mail or postal service). general principles 
apply (i.e. date of sending/receipt). Formal notifications by registered post with proof of delivery will 
be considered to have been received either on the delivery date registered by the postal service or the 
deadline for collection at the post office. 

If the electronic exchange system is temporarily unavailable, the sending party cannot be considered 
in breach of its obligation to send a communication within a specified deadline. 

36.3 Addresses for communication 

The Portal can be accessed via the Europa website. 

The address for paper communications to the granting authority (if exceptionally allowed) is the 
official mailing address indicated on its website. 

For beneficiaries, it is the legal address specified in the Portal Participant Register. 

ARTICLE 37 - INTERPRETATION OF THE AGREEMENT 

The provisions in the Data Sheet take precedence over the rest of the Terms and Conditions of the 
Agreement. 

Annex 5 takes precedence over the Terms and Conditions; the Terms and Conditions take precedence 
over the Annexes other than Annex 5. 

Annex 2 takes precedence over Annex 1. 

ARTICLE 38 - CALCULATION OF PERIODS AND DEADLINES 

In accordance with Regulation No 1182171 23
• periods expressed in days, months or years are calculated 

from the moment the triggering event occurs. 

The day during which that event occurs is not considered as falling within the period. 

'Days' means calendar days. not working days. 

ARTICLE 39 - AMENDMENTS 

39.1 Conditions 

The Agreement may be amended. unless the amendment entails changes to the Agreement which 
would call into question the decision awarding the grant or breach the principle of equal treatment 
of applicants. 

Amendments may be requested by any of the parties. 

23 Regulation (EEC, Euratom) No 118217 1 of the Council of31une 1971 determining the rules applicable to periods, dates 
and time-limits (OJ L 124, 8/611971, p. I). 
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39.2 Procedure 

The party requesting an amendment must submit a request for amendment signed directly in the Portal 
Amendment tool. 

The coordinator submits and receives requests for amendment on behalf of the beneficiaries (see 
Annex 3). If a change of coordinator is requested without its agreement, the submission must be done 
by another beneficiary (acting on behalf of the other beneficiaries). 

The request for amendment must include: 

the reasons why 

the appropriate supporting documents and 

for a change of coordinator without its agreement: the opinion of the coordinator (or proof that 
this opinion has been requested in writing). 

The granting authority may request additional information. 

If the party receiving the request agrees, it must sign the amendment in the tool within 45 days of 
receiving notification (or any additional information the granting authority has requested) . If it does 
not agree. it must formally notify its disagreement within the same deadline. The deadline may be 
extended, if necessary for the assessment of the request. If no notification is received within the 
deadline, the request is considered to have been rejected. 

An amendment enters into force on the day of the signature of the receiving party. 

An amendment takes effect on the date of entry into force or other date specified in the amendment. 

ARTICLE 40 - ACCESSION AND ADDITION OF NEW BENEFICIARIES 

40.1 Accession of the beneficiaries mentioned in the Preamble 

The beneficiaries which are not coordinator must accede to the grant by signing the accession form 
(see Annex 3) directly in the Portal Grant Preparation tool. within 30 days after the entry into force 
of the Agreement (see Article 44). 

They wilI assume the rights and obligations under the Agreement with effect from the date of its entry 
into force (see Article 44). 

If a beneficiary does not accede to the grant within the above deadline. the coordinator must - within 
30 days - request an amendment (see A11icle 39) to terminate the beneficiary and make any changes 
necessary to ensure proper implementation of the action. This does not affect the granting authority 's 
right to terminate the grant (see Article 32). 

40.2 Addition of new beneficiaries 

In justified cases, the beneficiaries may request the addition of a new beneficiary. 

For this purpose. the coordinator must submit a request for amendment in accordance with Article 39. 
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It must include an accession form (see Annex 3) signed by the new beneficiary directly in the Portal 
Amendment tool. 

New beneficiaries will assume the rights and obligations under the Agreement with effect from the 
date of their accession specified in the accession form (see Annex 3). 

Additions are also possible in mono-beneficiary grants. 

ARTICLE 41 - TRANSFER OF THE AGREEMENT 

In justified cases, the beneficiary of a mono-beneficiary grant may request the transfer of the grant to 
a new beneficiary, provided that this would not call into question the decision awarding the grant or 
breach the principle of equal treatment of app licants. 

The beneficiary must submit a request for amendment (see Article 39), with 

the reasons why 

the accession form (see Annex 3) signed by the new beneficiary directly in the Portal 
Amendment tool and 

additional supporting documents (if required by the granting authority). 

The new beneficiary will assume the rights and obligations under the Agreement with effect from the 
date of accession specified in the accession form (see Annex 3). 

ARTICLE 42 - ASSIGNMENTS OF CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT AGAINST THE 
GRANTING AUTHORITY 

The beneficiaries may not assign any of their claims for payment against the granting authority to 
any third party, except if expressly approved in writing by the granting authority on the basis of a 
reasoned, written request by the coordinator (on behalf of the beneficiary concerned). 

If the granting authority has not accepted the assignment or if the terms of it are not observed, the 
assignment will have no effect on it. 

In no circumstances will an a ignment release the beneficiaries from their obligations towards the 
granting authority. 

ARTICLE 43 - APPLICABLE LAW AND SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 

43.1 Applicable law 

The Agreement is governed by the applicable EU law, supplemented if necessary by the law of 
Belgium. 

Special rules may apply for beneficiaries which are international organisations (if any; see Data Sheet, 
Point 5). 

43.2 Dispute settlement 

If a dispute concerns the interpretation, application or validity of the Agreement, the parties must bring 
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action before the EU General Court - or. on appeal. the EU Court of Justice - under Article 272 
of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU). 

For non-EU beneficiaries (if any). such disputes must be brought before the courts of Brussels. 
Belgium - unless an international agreement provides for the enforceability of EU court judgements. 

For beneficiaries with arbitration as special dispute settlement forum (if any; see Data Sheet, Point 5). 
the dispute will- in the absence of an amicable settlement - be settled in accordance with the Rules 
for Arbitration published on the Portal. 

If a dispute concerns administrative sanctions, offsetting or an enforceable decision under Article 299 
TFEU (see Articles 22 and 34). the beneficiaries must bring action before the General Court - or. on 
appeal. the Court of Justice - under Article 263 TFEU. 

For grants where the granting authority is an EU executive agency (see Preamble). actions against 
offsetting and enforceable decisions must be brought against the European Commission (not against 
the granting authority: see also Article 22). 

ARTICLE 44 - ENTRY INTO FORCE 

The Agreement will enter into force on the day of signature by the granting authority or the 
coordinator. depending on which is later. 

SIGNATU RES 

For the coordinator For the granting authority 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTION (PART A) 

COVER PAGE 

Pan A of the Description of the Action rDoA) must be completed directly on tht! Porta! Grallt Preparation screells. 

PROJECT 

Grant Preparation (General in/ormation screen) - Enter the info. 

--
Project number: 101236599 

Project name: OneTick: An Integrated One Health Approach for Prevention, Detection and 
Treatment of Tick-Borne Diseases in Urban and Peri-Urban Environments 

Project acronym: OneTick 
t---
Call: HORIZON-MSCA-2024-SE-0 I 

r--
Topic: HORlZON-MSCA-2024-SE-0 1-0 1 
I---
Type of action: HORIZON-TMA-MSCA-SE 

r---
Service: REA/A/03 

Project starting date: fixed date: 1 January 2026 

Project duration: 48 months 
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List of deliverables .... ..... .. ... ........ ..... .. ..... .. ..... ........... ............... .. .... .. ... ........ .. .......... .. ....... ...... .... .... .. ..... ....... ....... .. 12 
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PROJECT SUMMARY 

Project summary 

Grant Preparation (General Information screen) - Provide an overall description of yo III' project (including context and overllll 
objectives, planned actil'ities alld main achievements, and expected results and impacts (on target groups. change procedures, 
capacities, innovation etc)). This summary should give readers a clear idea of what your project is about. 

Use the project summaryfrom your proposal. 

Tick-borne diseases (TBDs). caused by bacteria. viruses. or protozoa. present a significant health and socioeconomic 
challenge in Europe. Historically centered in Central and Eastern Europe. Lyme disease and tick-borne encephalitis 
(TBE) are prevalent in Austria. Gelmany, and the Czech Republic, with their range expanding due to climate change. 
Reports show a rising incidence of TBDs in Northern Europe, with about 24% of Europeans living in high Lyme 
borreliosis (LB) areas as of2022. It is further heightened by the tick collonization of urban and peri-urban environments 
where the risk of a tick bite is much higher due to the larger population density of humans and pets. TBDs impose a 
considerable burden on European societies. with the ECDC estimating around 360.000 Lyme cases in 2016, leading to 
societal costs of approximately 280 M EUR annually. 
One Tick. under the One Health framework. aims to enhance the prevention, detection. and treatment of tick-borne 
diseases in urban areas . Work Package 1 investigates urban tick adaptation. assessing their abundance, species 
diversity, and pathogens. Work Package 2 examines tick-host-pathogen interactions to develop predictive models for 
disease spread. Work Package 3 aims to enhance diagnostics through the identification of disease biomarkers and the 
development of predictive models for survival ra te . Lastly. Work Package 4 focuses on raising public health awareness 
through guidelines and educational campaigns to combat misinfonnation. 
In OneTick each participating organization contributes unique expertise, forming a radial structure that integrates diverse 
scientific perspectives and fosters harmonization of methodologies across disciplines and sectors. We plan to implement 
90 PM of secondments. inc!. 60 intt:fsectoral and 30 interdisciplinary staff exchanges. Through secondments, we will 
disseminate best practices. enhance interoperability. and establish shared frameworks for tick-borne disease research 
and surveillance. 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

PARTICIPANTS 

Grant Preparation (Bene/ iciaries screen) - Enter the if]fo. 

Number Role Short name Legal name Country PIC 

I COO MUB UNIWERSYTET MEDYCZNY W PL 944702304 
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--
6 BEN FUB FREIE UNIVERSITAET BERLIN DE 999994826 

7 BEN FRS FUNDACION RIOJA SALUD-FRS ES 999532233 
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9 BEN RIVM RIJKSINSTlTUUT VOOR VOLKSGEZONDHEID NL 999991431 
ENMILlEU 
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10 BEN Rill JONKOPINGS LAN SE 995412061 
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