
Project: 101137317- IHEN PROJECT - HORIZON-HL TH-2023-ENVHL TH-02 

• Associated with docurrMiii M5ť.JAresfiM~)f9Mffif5:_~2J1 1t2023 

~ EUROPEAN HEALTH AND DIGITAL EXECUTIVE AGENCY 
~~T: (HADEA) 
~ 
~ HADEA.A-Health and Food 

A.J- Health research 

GRANT AGREEMENT 

Project 101137317 - IHEN PROJECT 

PREAMBLE 

This Agreement ('the Agreemenť) is between the following parties: 

on the one part, 

the European Health and Digital Executive Agency (HADEA) ('EU executive agency' or 'granting 
authority'), under the powers delegated by the European Commission ('European Commission'), 

and 

on the other part, 

1. ' the coordinator': 

FUNDACION PRIVADA INSTITUTO DE SALUD GLOBAL BARCELONA (ISGLOBAL), 
PIC 951414122, established in C ROSSELLO 132 PLANTA 05, BARCELONA 08036, Spain, 

and the following other beneficiaries, ifthey sign their 'accession form' (see Annex 3 and Article 40): 

2. UNIVERSITEIT UTRECHT (UU), PIC 999985805, established in HEIDELBERGLAAN 8, 
UTRECHT 3584 CS, Netherlands, 

3. Masarykova univerzita (MU), PIC 999880657, established in Zerotinovo namesti 9, BRNO 601 
77, Czechia, 

4. INSTITUT NATIONAL DE LA SANTE ET DE LA RECHERCHE MEDICALE (INSERM), 
PIC 999997833, established in RUE DE TOLBIAC 101 , PARIS 75654, France, 

5. ACADEMISCH ZIEKENHUIS GRONINGEN (UMCG), PIC 999914801, established in 
HANZEPLEIN I, GRONINGEN 9713 OZ, Netherlands, 

6. CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DE RECHERCHE SUR LE CANCER (IARC), PIC 
999520496, established in 25 AVENUE TONY GARNIER, LYON 7EME 69007, France, 

7. TECHNOLOGIKO PANEPISTIMIO KYPROU (CUT), PIC 999597223, established in 
ARCHBISHOP KYPRIANOS 31 SAVINGS COOPERATIVE BANK BUILDING 3RD FLOOR, 
LEMESOS 3036, Cyprus, 

8. OULUN YLIOPISTO (OULU), PIC 999844670, established in PENTTI KAITERAN KATU 1, 
OULU 90014, Finland, 
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9. HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT ALLIANCE (HEAL), PIC 994166096, established in RUE 
DE LA CHARITE 22, SAINT-JOSSE-TEN-NOODE 1210, Belgium, 

1 O. AGENCE NATIONALE DE LA SECURITE SANITAIRE DE L ALIMENTATION DE 
L ENVIRONNEMENT ET DU TRAVAIL (ANSES), PIC 983552356, established in 14 RUE 
PIERRE ET MARIE CURIE, MAISONS ALFORT 94700, France, 

ll. HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT RESPONSE AGENCY (HERA), PIC 880959530, 
established in ACHRAFIEH ALFRED NACCA BLV FACING HOTEL DIEU DE FRANCE, 
BEIRUT ll 00, Lebanon, 

12. ARISTOTELIO PANEPISTIMIO THESSALONIKIS (AUTH), PIC 999895692, established 
in KEDEA BUILDING, TRITIS SEPTEMVRIOU, ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS, 
THESSALONIKI 546 36, Greece, 

Unless otherwise specified, references to 'beneficiary' or 'beneficiaries' include the coordinator and 
affiliated entities (if any). 

If only one beneficiary signs the grant agreement ('mono-beneficiary granf), all provisions referring 
to the 'coordinator' or the 'beneficiaries' will be considered- mutatis mutandis- as referring to 
the beneficiary. 

The parties referred to above have agreed to enter into the Agreement. 

By signing the Agreement and the accession forms, the beneficiaries accept the grant and agree to 
implement the action under their own responsibility and in accordance with the Agreement, with all 
the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out. 

The Agreement is composed of: 

Preamble 

Terms and Conditions (including Data Sheet) 

Annex I Description ofthe action1 

Annex 2 Estimated budget for the action 

Annex 2a Additional information on unit costs and contributions (if applicable) 

Annex 3 Accession forms (if applicable )2 

Annex 3a Declaration on joint and severalliability of aftiliated entities (if applicable )3 

Annex 4 Model for the financial statements 

Annex 5 Specific rul es (if applicable) 

1 Tem plate published on Portal Reference Documents. 
2 Tem plate published on Portal Reference Documents. 
3 Tem plate published on Portal Reference Documents. 
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DATASHEET 

1. General data 

Project summary: 

Project summary 

The proliferation of exposome research programs and projects has led to a significant increase in research output and to the establishment 
of new initiatives and infrastructures in Europe and globally. Yet, cooperation between initiatives at the EU level and globally is stili 
sporadic and scattered. The IHEN Project aims to establish an lnternational HWllan Exposome Network (IHEN) wilh lhe overal! purpose 
of improving global researcb and cooperation on the exposome. lt proposes an ambitious pathway towards the development of a longer 
term IHEN that brings together multi•sectorial stakeholders globally, which i s essential for enhancing the impact of future exposome 
research. Specific objectives are to: 1) design the organisatiooal structure of IHEN so that it serves to streogtben cooperation and 
coordination of exposome research in Europe and foster and align cooperation globally, including options for long-tenn governance and 
fmancing; 2) identity and malce available exposome tools, metadata and resources at lhe global scale in a FAIR toolbox, including tool 
inventories and data catalogues; 3) test tbc FAIR toolbox via a series of demonstrator projects; 4) develop a roadmap for future exposome 
research and itutovation, including the formulation of au operational definition of exposome research and an interim research agenda; 
and 5) effectively commuoicate and disseminate lhe IHEN Project results to a wide community of stakebolders, and develop an inveotory 
of exposome training opportunities. The project wiJI interact, in alt stages of the work, witb key stakeholders' groupS: EU and global 
exposome researcbers, initiatives and infrastructures; EU, national, and intemational agencies and organisations; funding bodies; civil 
society organisations; and industry. 

Keywords: 

Environmental health 
Environmental stressors 
Exposome, lntemational Network 

Project number: I O 1137317 

Project name: INTERNATIONAL HUMAN EXPOSOME NETWORK PROJECT 

Project acronym: IHEN PROJECT 

Call: HORIZON-HLTH-2023-ENVHLTH-02 

Topic: HORIZON-HL1H-2023-ENVHL1H-02-04 

TYJ>e of action: HORIZON Coordination and Support Actions 

Granting authority: European Health and Digital Executive Agency 

Grant managed through EU Funding & Tenders Portal: Yes (eGrants) 

Project starting date: first day ofthe month following the entry into force date 

Project end date: starting date + months of duration 

Project duration: 36 months 

Consortium agreement: Yes 

2. Participants 

List of participants: 

NO Role Sbort name Legal name Ctry PIC 

I coo JSGLOBAL FUNDACION PRIVADA INSTITUTO DE SALUD ES 951414122 
GLOBAL BARCELONA 

2 BEN uu UNJVERSITEIT UTRECHT NL 999985805 

Total 
eligible costs 
(Bb" and \t:) 

I 082 113.75 

435 000.00 

Mu grant 
amount 

I 082 113.75 

435 000.00 
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Total Max grant NO Role Short name Legalname Ctry PIC eligible costs 
(Bl.!\ and AE) 

amount 

3 BEN MU Masarykova Wliverzita CZ 999880657 175 000.00 175 000.00 

4 BEN INSERM INSTITUT NATIONAL DE LA SANTE ET DE LA FR 999997833 208 750.00 208 750.00 
RECHERCHE MEDICALE 

5 BEN UMCG ACADEMISCH ZIEKENHUIS GRONINGEN NL 999914801 298 687.50 298 687.50 

6 BEN IARC CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DE RECHERCHE SUR LB FR 999520496 84 750.00 84 750.00 
(10) CANCER 

7 BEN CUT TECHNOLOGIKO PANEPISTIMIO KYPROU CY 999597223 83 750.00 83 750.00 

8 BEN OULU OULUN YLIOPISTO Fl 999844670 239 750.00 239 750.00 

9 BEN HEAL HF.ALTH AND ENVtRONMENT ALLIANCE BE 994166096 219 000.00 219 000.00 

10 BEN ANSES AGENCE NATIONALE DE LA SECURJTE SANITAtRE FR 983552356 108 156.25 108156.25 
DE L ALIMENTATION DE L ENVIRONNEMENT ET OU 
TRAVAIL 

ll BEN HERA HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT RESPONSE AGENCY LB 880959530 32 500.00 32 500.00 

12 BEN AUTH ARJSTOTELIO PANEPISTIMJO THESSALONIK IS EL 999895692 32 500.00 32 500.00 

Total 2 999 957.50 2 999 957.50 

Coordinator: 

FUNDACION PRIVADA INSTITUTO DE SALUD GLOBAL BARCELONA (ISGLOBAL) 

3. Grant 

Maximum grant amount, total estimated eligible costs and contributions and funding rate: 

Total eligible cost.s Funding rate Maximum grant amount Muimum grant amount 
tBt.J\ and :U.) (%) (Ann"• 2) 

2 999957.50 100 2 999 957.50 

Grant form: Budget-based 

Grant mode: Action grant 

Budget categories/activity types: 

A. Personnel costs 
A.l Employees, A.2 Natural persons under direct contract, A.3 Seconded persons 
A.4 SME owners and natural person beneficíaries 

B. Subcontracting costs 

C. Purchase costs 
C.l Travel and subsistence 
C.2 Equipment 
C.3 Other goods, works and services 

D. Other cost categories 
D.2 lnternally invoiced goods and services 

E. Indirect costs 

Cost eligibility options: 

In-kind contributions eligible costs 

(award deci<iun) 

2 999 957.50 
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Parentalleave 

Project-based supplementary payments 

Average personnel costs (unit cost according to usual cost accounting practices) 

Limitation for subcontracting 

Travel and subsistence: 
Travel: Actual costs 
Accommodation: Actual costs 
Subsistence: Actual costs 

Equipment: depreciation only 

lndírect cost flat-rate: 25% of the eligible direct costs (categories A-D, except volunteers costs, subcontracting 
costs, fmancial support to third parties and exempted specific cost categories, if any) 

VAT: Yes 

Other ineligible costs 

Budget flexibility: Yes (no flexibility cap) 

4. Reoortin~:. oayments and recoveries 

4.1 Continuous reportin~: (art 21) 

Deliverables: see Funding & Tenders PortaJ Continuous Reporting tool 

4.2 Pcriodic reporting and payments 

Reporting and payment scbedule (art 21, 22): 

Reporting Payments 

Reporting periods Type Deadline Type Deadline 
(time to pay) 

RPNo Montb from Montb to 

30 days from entry 
into force/1 O days 

- fnitial prefinancing hefore starting -- date - whichever ----
---------------

is tbe !atest 

I I 18 Periodic report 60 days after end lnterim payment 90days from 
of reporting period receiving 

periodic report 

2 19 36 Periodic report 60 days after end Fina! payment 90days from 
of reporting period receiving 

periodic report 

Prefinancing payments and guarantees: 

Prefinancing payment 

Type Amount 

Pn:fiJiancing I (initial) 2399966.00 

Reporting and payment modaJities (art 21, 22): 

10 
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Mutual lnsurance Mechanísm (MIM): Yes 

MIM contribution: 5% ofthe maximum grant amount (149 997.88), retained from the initial prefinancíng 

Restrictions on distribution of initial prefinancing: The prefinancing may be distributed on ly if the minimum number of 
beneficiaries set out in the call condititions (if any) have acceded to the Agreement and only to beneficiaries that have 
acceded. 

lnterim payment ceiling (if any): 90% ofthe maximum grant amount 

Exception for revenues: Yes 

No-profit rule: Yes 

Late payment interest: ECB + 3.5% 

Bank account for payments: 

ES862l0008l l75020 l l06l 29 

Conversion into euros: Double conversion 

Reporting language: Language of the Agreement 

4.3 Certificates (art 24): 

Certificates on the financial statements (CFS): 

Conditions: 

Schedule: only at fmal payment, ifthreshold is reached 

Standard threshold (beneficiary-level): 

fmancial statement: requested EU contribution to costs 2: EUR 430 000.00 

Special threshold for beneficiaries with a systems and process audit(see Article 24): fmancial statement: requested 
EU contribution to costs 2: EUR 725 000.00 

4.4 Recoveries (art 22) 

First-line Iiability for recoveries: 

Beneficiary termination: Beneficiary concemed 

Fina! payment: Each beneficiary for their own debt 

After final payment: Beneficiary concemed 

Joint and severalliability for enforced recoveries (in case of non-payment): 

Individua! fmancial responsibility: Each beneficiary is liable only for its own debts (and those of its affiliated entities, 
ifany) 

Joint and severalliability of affiliated entities- n/a 

5. Consequences of non-compliance. applicable law & dispute settlement fo rum 

Suspension and termination: 

11 
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Additional suspension grounds (art 31) 

Additional terrnination grounds (art 32) 

Applicable law (art 43): 

Standard applicable law regime: EU law + law ofBelgium 

Special applicable law regime: 

CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DE RECHERCHE SUR LE CANCER (IARC): general principles goveming 
the law of intemational organisations and the general rules of intemationallaw 

Dispute settlement forum (art 43): 

Standard dispute settlement forum: 

EU beneficiaries: EU General Court +EU Court of Justice (on appeal) 

Non-EU beneficiaries: Courts of Brussels, Belgium (unless an international agreement provides for the 
enforceability of EU court judgements) 

Special dispute settlement ťorum: 

CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DE RECHERCHE SUR LE CANCER (IARC): Arbitration 

6. Other 

Spccific rules (Annex S): Yes 

Standard time-limits after project end: 

Confidentiality (for X years after final payment): 5 

Record-keeping (for X years after final payment): 5 (or 3 for grants ofnot more than EUR 60 000) 

Reviews (up to X years after fmal payment): 2 

Audits (up to X years after fmal payment): 2 

Extension of findings from other grants to this grant (no Jater than X years after final payment): 2 

Impact evaluation (up to X years after fmal payment): 5 (or 3 for grants ofnot more than EUR 60 000) 

12 
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CHAPTER 1 GENERAL 

ARTICLE 1-SUBJECT OF THE AGREEMENT 

This Agreernent sets out the rights and obligations and terms and conditions applicable to the grant 
awarded for the implementation of the action set out in Chapter 2. 

ARTICLE 2-DEFINITIONS 

For the purpose ofthis Agreement, the following definitions apply: 

Actions- The project which is being funded in the context of this Agreement. 

Grant- The grant awarded in the context of this Agreement. 

EU grants- Grants awarded by EU institutions, bodies, offices or agencies (including EU executive 
agencies, EU regulatory agencies, EDA, joint undertakings, etc.). 

Participants - Entities participating in the action as beneficiaries, affiliated entities, associated 
partners, third parties giving in-kind contributions, subcontractors or recipients of 
fmancial support to third parties. 

Beneficiaries (BEN) - The signatories of this Agreernent ( either directly or through an accession 
forrn). 

Aftiliated entities (AE) - Entities atliliated to a beneficiary within the meaning of Article 187 of 

EU Financial Regulation 2018/10464 which participate in the action with similar rights 
and obligations as the beneficiaries (obligation to implement action tasks and right to 
charge costs and claim contributions). 

Associated partners (AP) - Entities which participate in the action, but without the right to charge 
costs or clairn contributions. 

Purchases- Contracts for goods, works or services needed to carry out the action ( e.g. equipment, 
consumables and supplies) but which are not part ofthe action tasks (see Annex 1). 

Subcontracting -Contracts for goods, works or services that are part ofthe action tasks (see Annex 1 ). 

In-kind contributions - In-kind contributions within the rneaning of Article 2(36) of EU Financial 

4 For the defmition, see Article 187 Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 ofthe European Parliament and ofthe Council 
of 18 July 2018 on the fmancial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union, amending Regulations (EU) 
No 1296/2013, (EU)No 1301/2013, (EU)No 1303/2013, (EU)No 1304/2013, (EU)No 1309/2013, (EU)No 1316/2013, 
(EU) No 223/2014, (EU) No 283/2014, and Decision No 541/2014/EU and repealing Regulation (EU, Euratom) 
No 966/2012 ('EU Financial Regulation') (OJL 193, 30.7.2018, p. 1): "affiliated entities [are]: 
(a) entities that forma sole beneficiary [(i.e. where an entity is formed of several entities that satisfy the criteria for 

being awarded a grant, including where the entity is specifically established for the purpose of implementing an 
action to be fmanced by a grant)]; 

(b) entities that s a tis fy the eligibility criteria and that do not fall within o ne ofthe situations referred to in Article 136(1) 
and 141 (I) and that ha ve a link with the beneficiary, in particular a legal or capitallink, which is neither limited to 
the action nor established for the sole purpose of its implementation". 
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Regulation 2018/1046, i.e. non-financial resources made available free of charge by 
third parties. 

Fraud- Fraud within the meaning of Article 3 of EU Directive 2017/1371 5 and Article 1 of the 
Convention on the protection ofthe European Communities' financial interests, drawn 

up by the Council Act of 26 July 19956
, as well as any other wrongful or criminal 

deception intended to result in financial or personal gain. 

Irregularities - Any type of breach (regulatory or contractual) which could impact the EU 
financial interests, including irregularities within the meaning of Article 1(2) of EU 

Regulation 2988/957
• 

Grave professional misconduct-Any type of unacceptable or improper behaviour in exercising o ne' s 
profession, especially by employees, including grave professiona1 misconduct within 
the meaning of Article 136(1)(c) ofEU Financial Regulation 2018/1046. 

Applicable EU, intemational and nationallaw - Any legal acts or other (binding or non-binding) 
rules and guidance in the area concemed. 

Portal - EU Funding & Tenders Portal; electronic portal and exchange system managed by the 
European Commission and used by itself and other EU institutions, bodies, offices 
or agencies for the management of their funding prograrnmes (grants, procurements, 
prizes, etc.). 

CHAPTER 2 ACTION 

ARTICLE 3-ACTION 

The grant is awarded for the action 101137317-IHEN PROJECT (' action '), as described in Annex 
1. 

ARTICLE 4-DURATION AND STARTING DATE 

The duration and the starting date ofthe action are set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 1). 

CHAPTER 3 GRANT 

ARTICLE 5-GRANT 

5.1 Form of grant 

~ Directive (EU) 2017/1371 of the European Parliament and ofthe Council of 5 Juty 2017 on the fight against fraud to 
the Union's fmancial interests by means ofcriminallaw (OJL 198, 28.7.2017, p. 29). 

6 OJ C 316,27.11.1995, p. 48. 
7 Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2988/95 of 18 December 1995 on the protection ofthe European Communities 

fmancial interests (OJL 312, 23.12.1995, p. 1). 
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The grant is an action grant8 which takes the form of a budget-based mixed actual cost grant (i.e. a 
grant based on actual costs incurred, but which may also include other forms of funding, such as unit 
costs or contributions, flat-rate costs or contributions, lump sum costs or contributions or financing 
not linked to costs ). 

5.2 Maximum grant amount 

The maximum grant amount is set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 3) and in the estimated budget 
(Annex 2). 

5.3 Funding rate 

The funding rate for costs is 100% of the action's eligible costs. 

Contributions are not subject to any funding rate. 

5.4 Estimated budget, budget categories and forms of funding 

The estimated budget for the action is set out in Annex 2. 

It contains the estimated eligible costs and contributions for the action, broken down by participant 
and budget category. 

Annex 2 also shows the types of costs and contributions (forms of funding)9 to be used for each budget 
category. 

lf unit costs or contributions are used, the details on the calculation will be explained in Annex 2a. 

5.5 Budget flexibility 

The budget breakdown may be adjusted- without an amendment (see Article 39) - by transfers 
(between participants and budget categories), as long as this does not imply any substantive or 
important change to the description of the action in Annex 1. 

However: 

changes to the budget category for volunteers (if used) always require an amendment 

changes to budget categories with lump sums costs or contributions (if used; including 
financing not linked to costs) always require an amendment 

changes to budget categories with higher funding rates or budget ceilings (if used) always 
require an amendment 

addition of amounts for subcontracts not provided for in Annex 1 either require an amendment 
or simplified approval in accordance with Article 6.2 

s For the defmition, see Article 180(2)(a) EU Financial Regulation 2018/1046: 'action grant' means an EU grant to 
tinance "an action intended to help achieve a Union policy objective". 

9 See Article 125 EU Financial Regulation 2018/ 1046. 
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other changes require an amendment or simplified approval, if specifically provided for in 
Article 6.2 

flexibility caps: not applicable. 

ARTICLE 6-ELIGIBLE AND INELIGIBLE COSTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS 

In order to be eligible, costs and contributions must meet the eligibility conditions set out in this 
Article. 

6.1 General eligibility conditions 

The general eligibility conditions are the following: 

(a) for actual costs: 

(i) they must be actually incurred by the beneticiary 

(i i) they must be incurred in the period set out in Article 4 ( with the exception of costs relating 
to the submission of the final periodic report, which may be incurred afterwards; see 
Article 21) 

(iii) they must be declared under one of the budget categories set out in Article 6.2 and 
Annex 2 

(i v) they must be incurred in connection with the action as described in Annex 1 and necessary 
for its implementation 

(v) they must be identifiable and veritiable, in particular recorded in the beneficiary's 
accounts in accordance with the accounting standards applicable in the country where 
the beneficiary is established and with the beneficiary's usual cost accounting practices 

(vi) they must comply with the applicable nationallaw on taxes, labour and social security 
and 

(vii) they must be reasonable, justified and must comply with the principle of sound financial 
management, in particular regarding economy and efficiency 

(b) for unit costs or contributions (if any ): 

(i) they must be declared under one of the budget categories set out in Article 6.2 and 
Annex 2 

(ii) the units must: 

be actually used or produced by the beneficiary in the period set out in Article 4 
(with the exception ofunits relating to the submission ofthe final periodic report, 
which may be used or produced afterwards; see Article 21) 

be necessary for the implementation of the action and 

(iii) the number of units must be identifiable and verifiable, in particular supported by records 
and documentation (see Article 20) 
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(c) for flat-rate costs or contributions (if any): 

(i) they must be declared under one of the budget categories set out in Article 6.2 and 
Annex 2 

(ii) the costs or contributions to which the flat-rate is applied must: 

be eligible 

relate to the period set out in Article 4 ( with the exception of costs or contributions 
relating to the submission of the final periodic report, which may be incurred 
afterwards; see Article 21) 

( d) for lump sum costs or contributions (if any ): 

(i) they must be declared under one of the budget categories set out in Article 6.2 and 
Annex 2 

(ii) the work must be properly implemented by the beneficiary in accordance with Annex 1 

(iii) the deliverables/outputs must be achieved in the period set out in Article 4 (with the 
exception of deliverables/outputs relating to the submission of the final periodic report, 
which may be achieved afterwards; see Article 21) 

( e) for unit, flat-rate or lump sum costs or contributions according to usual cost accounting 
practices (if any): 

(i) they must fulfil the general eligibility conditions for the type of cost concerned 

(ii) the cost accounting practices must be applied in a consistent manner, based on objective 
criteria, regardless of the source of funding 

(f) for financing not linked to costs (if any): the results must be achieved or the conditions must 
be fulfilled as described in Annex 1. 

In addition, for direct cost categories ( e.g. personnel, tra vel & subsistence, subcontracting and other 
direct costs) only costs that are directly linked to the action implementation and can therefore be 
attributed to it directly are eligible. They must not include any indirect costs (i.e. costs that are only 
indirectly linked to the action, e.g. via cost drivers). 

In-kind contributions provided by third parties free of charge may be declared as eligible direct costs 
by the beneficiaries which use them (under the same conditions as if they were their own, provided 
that they concern only direct costs and that the third parties and their in-kind contributions are set 
out in Annex 1 ( or approved ex post in the periodic report, if their use does not entail changes to the 
Agreement which would call into question the decision awarding the grant or breach the principle of 
equal treatment of applicants; ' simplified approval procedure'). 

6.2 Specific eligibility conditions for each budget category 

For each budget category, the specific eligibility conditions are as follows: 

Direct costs 
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A. Personnel costs 

A.l Costs for employees (or equivalent) are eligible as personnel costs if they fulfil the general 
eligibility conditions and are related to personnel working for the beneficiary under an employment 
contract (or equivalent appointing act) and assigned to the action. 

They must be limited to salaries (including net payments during parental leave), social security 
contributions, taxes and other costs linked to the remuneration, if they arise from national law or the 
employment contract ( or equivalent appointing act) and be calculated on the basis of the costs actually 
incurred, in accordance with the following method: 

{ daily rate for the person 

multiplied by 

number of day-equivalents worked on the action (rounded up or down to the nearest half-day)}. 

The daily rate must be calculated as: 

{ annual personnel costs for the person 

divided by 

215}. 

The number of day-equivalents declared for a person must be identifiable and verifiable (see 
Article 20). 

The actual time spent on parental leave by a person assigned to the action may be deducted from the 
215 days indicated in the above formula. 

The total number of day-equivalents declared in EU grants, for a person for a year, cannot be higher 
than 215, minus time spent on parentalleave (if any ). 

For personnel which receives supplementary payments for work m projects (project-based 
remuneration), the personnel costs must be calculated at a rate which: 

and 

corresponds to the actual remuneration costs paid by the beneficiary for the time worked by 
the person in the action over the reporting period 

does not exceed the remuneration costs paid by the beneficiary for work in similar projects 
funded by national schemes ('national projects reference') 

is defined based on objective criteria allowing to determine the amount to which the person 
is entitled 

reflects the usual practice of the beneficiary to pay consistently bonuses or supplementary 
payments for work in projects funded by national schemes. 

The national projects reference is the remuneration defined in national law, collective labour 
agreement or written intemal rules of the beneficiary applicable to work in projects funded by national 
schemes. 

Ifthere is no such nationallaw, collective labour agreement or written intemal rules or ifthe project-
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based remuneration is not based on objective criteria, the national project reference will be the average 
remuneration of the person in the last full calendar year covered by the reporting period, excluding 
remuneration paid for work in EU actions. 

Ifthe beneficiary uses average personnel costs (unit cost according to usual cost accounting practices), 
the personnel costs must fulfil the general eligibility conditions for such unit costs and the daily rate 
must be calculated: 

and 

using the actual personnel costs recorded in the beneficiary's accounts and excluding any 
costs which are ineligible or already included in other budget categories; the actual personnel 
costs may be adjusted on the basis of budgeted or estimated elements, if they are relevant 
for calculating the personnel costs, reasonable and correspond to objective and verifiable 
information 

according to usual cost accounting practices which are applied in a consistent manner, based 
on objective criteria, regardless of the source of funding. 

A.2 and A.3 Costs for natural persons working under a direct contract other than an employment 
contract and costs for seconded persons by a third party against payment are also eligible as 
personnel costs, if they are assigned to the action, fulfil the general eligibility conditions and: 

(a) work under conditions similar to those of an employee (in particular regarding the way the 
work i s organised, the tasks that are performed and the premises where they are peďormed) and 

(b) the result ofthe work belongs to the beneficiary (unless agreed otherwise). 

They must be calculated on the basis of a rate which corresponds to the costs actually incurred for 
the direct contract or secondment and must not be significantly different from those for personnel 
peďorming similar tasks under an employment contract with the beneficiary. 

A.4 The work ofSME owners for the action (i.e. owners ofbeneficiaries that are small and medium

sized enterprises10 not receiving a salary) or natural person beneficiaries (i.e. beneficiaries that are 
natural persons not receiving a salary) may be declared as personnel costs, if they fulfil the general 
eligibility conditions and are calculated as unit costs in accordance with the method set out in Annex 
2a. 

B. Subcontracting costs 

Subcontracting costs for the action (including related duties, taxes and charges, such as non
deductible or non-refundable value added tax (VAT)) are eligible, ifthey are calculated on the basis 

1° For the definition, see Commission Recommendation 2003/361/EC: micro, small or mediwn-sized enterprise (SME) 
are enterprises 

engaged in an economic activity, irrespective oftheir lega! form (inciuding, in particular, seif- employed persons 
and family businesses engaged in craft or other activities, and partnerships or associations regularly engaged 
in an economic activity) and 

employing fewer than 250 persons (expressed in ' annual working units' as defined in Article 5 of the 
Recommendation) and which have an annual turnover not exceeding EUR 50 million, and/or an annual balance 
sheet total not exceeding EUR 43 million. 
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of the costs actually incurred, fulfil the general eligibility conditions and are awarded using the 
beneficiary's usual purchasing practices - provided these ensure subcontracts with best value for 
money (or if appropriate the lowest price) and that there is no conflict ofinterests (see Article 12). 

Beneficiaries that are 'contracting authorities/entities' within the meaning of the EU Directives on 
public procurement must also comply with the applicable nationallaw on public procurement. 

Subcontracting may cover only a limited part of the action. 

The tasks to be subcontracted and the estimated cost for each subcontract must be set out in Annex 1 
and the total estimated costs of subcontracting per beneficiary must be set out in Annex 2 ( or may 
be approved ex post in the periodic report, if the use of subcontracting does not entail changes to the 
Agreement which would call into question the decision awarding the grant or breach the principle of 
equal treatment of applicants; 'simplified approval procedure'). 

C. Purchase costs 

Purchase costs for the action (including related duties, taxes and charges, such as non-deductible or 
non-refundable value added tax (VAT)) are eligible ifthey fulfil the general eligibility conditions and 
are bought using the beneficiary's usual purchasing practices - provided these ensure purchases with 
best value for money ( or iť appropriate the lowest price) and that there i s no conflict of interests ( see 
Article 12). 

Beneficiaries that are 'contracting authorities/entities' within the meaning of the EU Directives on 
public procurement must also comply with the applicable national law on public procurement. 

C.l Travel and subsistence 

Purchases for travel, accommodation and subsistence must be calculated as follows: 

travel: on the basis of the costs actually incurred and in line with the beneficiary's usual 
practices on travel 

accommodation: on the basis ofthe costs actually incurred and in line with the beneficiary's 
usual practices on travel 

subsistence: on the basis ofthe costs actually incurred and in line with the beneficiary's usual 
practices on travel . 

C.2 Equipment 

Purchases of equipment, infrastructure or other assets used for the action must be declared as 
depreciation costs, calculated on the basis of the costs actually incurred and written o ff in accordance 
with intemational accounting standards and the beneficiary's usual accounting practices. 

Only the portion of the costs that corresponds to the rate of actual use for the action during the action 
duration can be taken into account. 

Costs for renting or leasing equipment, infrastructure or other assets are also eligible, if they do not 
exceed the depreciation costs of similar equipment, infrastructure or assets and do not include any 
financing fees. 
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C.3 Other goods, works and services 

Purchases of other goods, works and services must be calculated on the basis of the costs actually 
incurred. 

Such goods, works and services include, for instance, consumables and supplies, promotion, 
dissemination, protection of results, translations, publications, certificates and financial guarantees, 
if required under the Agreement. 

D. Other cost categories 

D.2 Internally invoiced goods and services 

Costs for internally invoiced goods and services directly used for the action may be declared as unit 
cost according to usual cost accounting practices, if and as declared eligible in the call conditions, if 
they fulfil the general eligibility conditions for such unit costs and the amount per unit is calculated: 

using the actual costs for the good or service recorded in the beneficiary's accounts, attributed 
either by direct measurement or on the basis of cost drivers, and excluding any cost which 
are ineligible or already included in other budget categories; the actual costs may be adjusted 
on the basis of budgeted or estirnated elernents, if they are relevant for calculating the costs, 
reasonable and correspond to objective and verifiable information 

and 

according to usual cost accounting practices which are applied in a consistent manner, based 
on objective criteria, regardless of the source of funding. 

'Intemally invoiced goods and services' means goods or services which are provided within the 
beneficiary's organisation directly for the action and which the beneficiary values on the basis of its 
usual cost accounting practices. 

This cost will not be taken into account for the indirect cost flat-rate. 

Indirect costs 

E. Indirect costs 

Indirect costs will be reirnbursed at the flat-rate of 25% of the eligible direct costs ( categories A-D, 
except volunteers costs, subcontracting costs, fmancial support to third parties and exempted specific 
cost categories, if any). 

Contributions 

N ot applicable 

6.3 Ineligible costs and contributions 

The following costs or contributions are ineligible: 

(a) costs or contributions that do not comply with the conditions set out above (Article 6.1 and 
6.2), in particular: 
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(i) costs related to return on capital and dividends paid by a beneficiary 

(ii) debt and debt service charges 

(iii) provisions for future losses or debts 

(iv) interest owed 

(v) currency exchange losses 

(vi) bank costs charged by the beneficiary's bank for transfers from the granting authority 

(vii) excessive or reckless expenditure 

(viii) deductible or refundable VAT (including VAT paid by public bodies acting as public 
authority) 

(ix) costs incurred or contributions for activities implemented during grant agreement 
suspension (see Article 31) 

(x) in-kind contributions by third partics: not applicablc 

(b) costs or contributions declared under other EU grants ( or grants awarded by an EU Member 
State, non-EU country or other body implementing the EU budget), except for the following 
cases: 

(i) Synergy actions: not applicable 

(ii) if the action grant i s combined with an operating grant 11 running during the same period 

and the beneficiary can demonstrate that the operating grant does not cover any ( direct 

or indirect) costs of the action grant 

( c) costs or contributions for staff of a national ( or regionalllocal) administration, for activities that 
are part ofthe administration's normal activities (i.e. not undertaken only because ofthe grant) 

( d) costs or contributions ( especially travel and subsistence) for staff or representatives of EU 
institutions, bodies or agencies 

(e) other: 

(i) country restrictions for eligible costs: not applicable 

(ii) costs or contributions declared specitically ineligib]e in the call conditions. 

6.4 Consequences of non-compliance 

If a beneficiary declares costs or contributions that are ineligible, they will be rejected (see Article 27). 

This may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5. 

11 For the defmition, see Article 180(2Xb) ofEU Financial Regulation 2018/1046: 'operating grant' means an EU grant 
to finance "the functioning of a body which has an objective fonning part of and supporting an EU policy''. 
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CHAPTER 4 GRANT IMPLEMENTATION 

SECTION 1 CONSORTIUM: BENEFICIARIES. AFFILIATED ENTITIES AND OTHER 
PARTICIPANTS 

ARTICLE 7-BENEFICIARIES 

The beneficiaries, as signatories ofthe Agreement, are fully responsible towards the granting authority 
for implementing it and for complying with all its obligations. 

They must implement the Agreement to their best abilities, in good faith and in accordance with all 
the obligations and tenns and conditions it sets out. 

They must have the appropriate resources to implement the action and implement the action under 
their own responsibility and in accordance with Article ll. If they rely on affiliated entities or other 
participants (see Articles 8 and 9), they retain sole responsibility towards the granting authority and 
the other beneficiaries. 

They are jointly responsible for the technical implementation ofthe action. If one ofthe beneficiaries 
fails to implement their part of the action, the other beneficiaries must ensure that this part is 
implemented by someone else (without being entitled to an increase of the maximum grant amount 
and subject to an amendment; see Article 39). The financial responsibility of each beneficiary in case 
of recoveries i s govemed by Article 22. 

The bene.ficiaries (and their action) must remain eligible under the EU programme funding the grant 
for the entire duration of the action. Costs and contributions will be eligible only as long as the 
beneficiary and the action are eligible. 

The interna) roles and responsibilities of the beneficiaries are divided as follows: 

(a) Each beneficiary must: 

(i) keep infonnation stored in the Portal Participant Register up to date (see Article 19) 

(ii) infonn the granting authority ( and the other beneficiaries) immediately of any events or 
circumstances likely to affect significantly or delay the implementation of the action ( see 
Article 19) 

(iii) submit to the coordinator in good time: 

- the prefinancing guarantees (ifrequired; see Article 23) 

the financial statements and certificates on the financial statements (CFS) (if 
required; see Articles 21 and 24.2 and Data Sheet, Point 4.3) 

the contribution to the deliverables and technical reports (see Article 21) 

any other documents or information required by the granting authority under the 
Agreement 

(i v) submit via the Portal data and infonnation related to the participation of their affiliated 
entities. 
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(b) The coordinator must: 

(i) monitor that the action is implemented properly (see Article ll) 

(ii) act as the intermediary for all communications between the consortium and the granting 
authority, unless the Agreement or granting authority specifies otherwise, and in 
particular: 

submit the prefinancing guarantees to the granting authority (if any) 

request and review any documents or information required and verify their quality 
and completeness before passing them on to the granting authority 

submit the deliverables and reports to the granting authority 

inform the granting authority about the payments made to the other beneficiaries 
(report on the distribution of payments; if required, see Articles 22 and 32) 

(iii) distribute the payments received from the granting authority to the other beneficiaries 
without unjustified delay (see Article 22). 

The coordinator may not delegate or subcontract the above-mentioned tasks to any other beneficiary 
or third party (including affiliated entities). 

However, coordinators which are public bodies may delegate the tasks set out in Point (b )(ii) last 
indent and (iii) above to entities with 'authorisation to administer' which they have created or which 
are controlled by or affiliated to them. In this case, the coordinator retains sole responsibility for the 
payments and for compliance with the obligations under the Agreement. 

Moreover, coordinators which are 'sole beneficiaries' 12 (or similar, such as European research 
infrastructure consortia (ERICs)) may delegate the tasks set out in Point (b)(i) to (iii) above to one of 
their members. The coordinator retains sole responsibility for compliance with the obligations under 
the Agreement. 

The beneficiaries must have internal arrangements regarding their operation and co-ordination, to 
ensure that the action is implemented properly. 

If required by the granting authority (see Data Sheet, Point I), these arrangements must be set out in 
a written consortium agreement between the beneficiaries, covering for instance: 

the interna} organisation of the consortium 

the management of access to the Portal 

different distribution keys for the payments and financial responsibilities in case of recoveries 
(if any) 

additional rules on rights and obligations related to background and results (see Article 16) 

12 For the defmition, see Article 187(2) EU Financial Regulation 2018/1046: "Where several entities satiscy the criteria 
for being awarded a grant and together form one entity, that entity may be treated as the sole beneficiary, including 
where it is specifically established for the purpose of implementing the action financed by the grant." 
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settlement of intemal disputes 

liability, indemnification and confidentiality arrangements between the beneficiaries. 

The intemal arrangements must not contain any provision contrary to this Agreement. 

ARTICLE 8-AFFILIATED ENTITIES 

Not applicable 

ARTICLE 9-OTHER PARTICIPANTS INVOLVED IN THE ACTION 

9.1 Associated partners 

N ot applicable 

9.2 Third parties giving in-kind contributions to the action 

Other third parties may give in-kind contributions to the action (i.e. personnel, equipment, other goods, 
works and services, etc. which are free-of-charge) ifnecessary for the implementation. 

Third parties giving in-kind contributions do not implement any action tasks. They may not charge 
costs or contributions to the action, but the costs for the in-kind contributions are eligible and may be 
charged by the beneficiaries which use them, under the conditions set out in Article 6. The costs will 
be included in Annex 2 as part of the beneficiaries' costs. 

The third parties and their in-kind contributions should be set out in Annex 1. 

The beneficiaries must ensure that the bodies mentioned in Article 25 ( e.g. granting authority, OLAF, 
Court of Auditors (ECA), etc.) can exercise their rights also towards the third parties giving in-kind 
contributions. 

9.3 Subcontractors 

Subcontractors may participate in the action, if necessary for the implementation. 

Subcontractors must implement their action tasks in accordance with Article ll. The costs for the 
subcontracted tasks (invoiced price from the subcontractor) are eligible and may be charged by the 
beneficiaries, under the conditions set out in Article 6. The costs wi11 be included in Annex 2 as part 
of the beneficiaries' costs. 

The beneficiaries must ensure that their contractual obligations under Articles ll (proper 
implementation), 12 (conflict of interest), 13 (confidentiality and security), 14 (ethics), 17.2 
(visibility), 18 (specitic rules for carrying out action), 19 (information) and 20 (record-keeping) also 
apply to the subcontractors. 

The beneficiaries must ensure that the bodies mentioned in Article 25 ( e.g. granting authority, OLAF, 
Court of Auditors (ECA), etc.) can exercise their rights also towards the subcontractors. 

9.4 Recipients of financial support to third parties 

Ifthe action includes providing financial support to third parties (e.g. grants, prizes or sirnilar forms of 
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support), the beneficiaries must ensure that their contractual obligations under Articles 12 ( conflict of 
interest), 13 ( confidentiality and security ), 14 ( ethics ), 17.2 ( visibility ), 18 ( specific rule s for carrying 
out action), 19 (information) and 20 (record-keeping)also apply to the third parties receiving the 
support (recipients). 

The beneficiaries must also ensure that the bodies mentioned in Article 25 ( e.g. granting authority, 
OLAF, Court of Auditors (ECA), etc.) can exercise their rights also towards the recipients. 

ARTICLE 10-PARTICIPANTS WITH SPECIAL STATUS 

10.1 Non-EU participants 

Participants which are established in a non-EU country (if any) undertake to comply with their 
obligations under the Agreement and: 

to respect general principles (including fundamental rights, values and ethical principles, 
environmental and labour standards, rules on classified information, intellectual property 
rights, visibility of funding and protection of personal data) 

for the submission of certificates under Article 24: to use qualified external auditors which 

are independent and comply with comparable standards as those set out in EU Directive 

2006/43/EC13 

for the controls under Article 25: to allow for checks, reviews, audits and investigations 
(including on-the-spot checks, visits and inspections) by the bodies mentioned in that Article 
(e.g. granting authority, OLAF, Court of Auditors (ECA), etc.). 

Special rules on dispute settlement apply (see Data Sheet, Point 5). 

10.2 Participants which are international organisations 

Participants which are intemational organisations (lOs; if any) undertake to comply with their 
obligations under the Agreement and: 

to respect general principles (including fundamental rights, values and ethical principles, 
environmental and labour standards, rules on classified information, intellectual property 
rights, visibility of funding and protection of personal data) 

for the submission of certificates under Artic1e 24: to use either independent public officers or 
extemal auditors which comply with comparable standards as those set out in EU Directive 
2006/43/EC 

for the controls under Article 25: to allow for the checks, reviews, audits and investigations 
by the bodies mentioned in that Article, taking into account the specific agreements concluded 
by them and the EU (if any ). 

For such participants, nothing in the Agreement will be interpreted as a waiver of their privileges or 
immunities, as accorded by their constituent documents or intemationallaw. 

13 Directive 2006/43/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 May 2006 on statutory audits of annual 
accounts and consolidated accounts or similar national regulations (OJL 157, 9.6.2006, p. 87). 
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Special rules on applicable law and dispute settlement apply (see Article 43 and Data Sheet, Point 5). 

10.3 Pillar-assessed participants 

Pillar-assessed participants (if any) may rely on their own systems, rules and procedures, in so far as 
they have been positively assessed and do not call into question the decision awarding the grant or 
breach the principle of equal treatment of applicants or beneficiaries. 

'Pillar-assessmenť means a review by the European Commission on the systems, rul es and procedures 
which participants use for managing EU grants (in particular internal control system, accounting 
system, external audits, financ ing of third parties, rul es on recovery and exclusion, information on 
recipients and protection oť personal data; see Article 154 EU Financial Regulation 2018/1 046). 

Participants with a positive pillar assessment may rely on their own systems, rules and procedures, 
in particular for: 

record-keeping (Article 20): may be done in accordance with interna} standards, rules and 
procedures 

currency conversion for financial statements (Article 21): may be done in accordance with 
usual accounting practices 

guarantees (Article 23): for public law bodies, prefmancing guarantees are not needed 

certificates (Article 24): 

certificates on the fmancial statements (CFS): may be provided by their regular interna! 
or external auditors and in accordance with their internal financial regulations and 
procedures 

certificates on usual accounting practices (CoMUC): are not needed if those practices 
are covered by an ex-ante assessment 

and use the following specific rules, for: 

recoveries (Article 22): in case of tinancial support to third parties, there will be no recovery iť 
the participant has done everything possible to retrieve the undue amounts from the third party 
receiving the support (including legal proceedings) and non-recovery is not dueto an error or 
negligence on its part 

checks, reviews, audits and investigations by the EU (Article 25): will be conducted taking 
into account the rules and procedures specifically agreed between them and the framework 
agreement (if any) 

impact evaluation (Article 26): will be conducted in accordance with the participanťs internal 
rules and procedures and the frarnework agreement (if any) 

grant agreement suspensi on (Article 31 ): certain costs incurred during grant suspension are 
eligible (notably, minimum costs necessary for a possible resumption of the action and costs 
relating to contracts which were entered into before the pre-information letter was received and 
which could not reasonably be suspended, reallocated or terminated on legal grounds) 
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grant agreement termination (Article 32): the final grant amount and final payment will be 
calculated taking into account also costs relating to contracts due for execution only after 
termination takes effect, if the contract was entered into before the pre-information letter was 
received and could not reasonably be terminated on legal grounds 

liability for damages (Article 33.2): the granting authority must be compensated for damage 
it sustains as a result of the implementation of the action or because the action was not 
implemented in full compliance with the Agreement only if the damage is due to an 
infringement of the participant' s internal rules and procedures or due to a violation of third 
parties' rights by the participant or one of its employees or individua! for whom the employees 
are responsible. 

Participants whose pillar assessment covers procurement and granting procedures may also do 
purchases, subcontracting and financial support to third parties (Article 6.2) in accordance with their 
internal rules and procedures for purchases, subcontracting and financial support. 

Participants whose pillar assessment covers data protection rules may rely on their interna! standards, 
rules and procedures for data protection (Article 15). 

The participants may however not rely on provisions which would breach the principle of equal 
treatment of applicants or beneficiaries or call into question the decision awarding the grant, such as 
in particular: 

eligibility (Article 6) 

consortium roles and set-up (Articles 7-9) 

security and ethics (Articles 13, 14) 

IPR (including background and results, access rights and rights of use), communication, 
dissemination and visibility (Articles 16 and 17) 

information obligation (Article 19) 

payment, reporting and amendments (Articles 21, 22 and 39) 

rejections, reductions, suspensions and terminations (Articles 27, 28, 29-32) 

If the pillar assessment was subject to remedial measures, reliance on the internal systems, rul es and 
procedures is subject to compliance with those remedial measures. 

Participants whose assessment has not yet been updated to cover (the new rules on) data protection 
may rely on their interna} systems, rul es and procedures, provided that they ensure that persona! data is: 

processed lawfully, fairly and in a transparent manner in relation to the data subject 

collected for specitied, explicit and legitimate purposes and not further processed in a manner 
that is incompatible with those purposes 

adequate, relevant and limited to what is necessary in relation to the purposes for which they 
are processed 

accurate and, where necessary, kept up to date 
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kept in a form which permits identification of data subjects for no longer than is necessary for 
the purposes for which the data is processed and 

processed in a manner that ensures appropriate security of the personal data. 

Participants must inform the coordinator without delay of any changes to the systems, rules and 
procedures that were part of the pillar assessment. The coordinator must immediately inform the 
granting authority. 

Pillar-assessed participants that ha ve also concluded a framework agreement with the EU, may 
moreover- under the same conditions as those above (i.e. not call into question the decision awarding 
the grant or breach the principle of equal treatment of applicants or beneficiaries)- rely on the 
provisions set out in that framework agreement. 

SECTION 2 RULES FOR CARRYING OUT THE ACTION 

ARTICLE ll- PROPER IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ACTION 

11.1 Obligation to properly implement the action 

The beneficiaries must implement the action as described in Annex 1 and in compliance with the 
provisions of the Agreement, the call conditions and all legal obligations under applicable EU, 
international and nationallaw. 

11.2 Consequences of non-compliance 

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced ( see 
Article 28). 

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5. 

ARTICLE 12-CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

12.1 Contlict of interests 

The beneficiaries must take all measures to prevent any situation where the impartial and objective 
implementation ofthe Agreement could be compromised for reasons involving family, emotionallife, 
political or national affmity, economic interest or any other direct or indirect interest ('conflict of 
interests'). 

They must formally notify the granting authority without delay of any situation constituting or likely 
to lead to a conflict of interests and immediately take all the necessary steps to rectify this situation. 

The granting authority may verify that the measures taken are appropriate and may require additional 
measures to be taken by a specified deadline. 

12.2 Consequences of non-compliance 

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced (see 
Article 28) and the grant or the beneficiary may be terminated (see Article 32). 
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Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5. 

ARTICLE 13-CONFIDENTIALITY AND SECURITY 

13.1 Sensitive information 

The parties must keep confidential any data, documents or other material (in any form) that is identified 
as sensitive in writing (' sensitive information ') - during the implementation of the action and for at 
least until the time-limit set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 6). 

If a beneficiary requests, the granting authority may agree to keep such information confidential for 
a longer period. 

Unless otherwise agreed between the parties, they may use sensitive information only to implement 
the Agreement. 

The beneficiaries may disclose sensitive information to their personnel or other participants involved 
in the action only ifthey: 

(a) need to know it in order to implement the Agreement and 

(b) are bound by an obligation of confidentiality. 

The granting authority may disclose sensitive information to its staff and to other EU institutions and 
bodies. 

It may moreover disclose sensitive information to third parties, if: 

(a) this is necessary to implement the Agreement or safeguard the EU financial interests and 

(b) the recipients of the information are bound by an obligation of confidentiality. 

The confidentiality obligations no longer apply if: 

(a) the disclosing party agrees to release the other party 

(b) the information becomes publicly available, without breaching any confidentiality obligation 

(c) the disclosure ofthe sensitive information is required by EU, international or nationallaw. 

Specific confidentiality rules (if any) are set out in Annex 5. 

13.2 Classified information 

The parties must handle classified information in accordance with the applicable EU, international or 

nationallaw on classified information (in particular, Decision 2015/44414 and its implementing rule s). 

Deliverables which contain classified information must be submitted according to special procedures 
agreed with the granting authority. 

14 Commission Decision 2015/444/EC, Euratom of 13 March 2015 on the security rules for protecting EU classified 
information (OJL 72, 17.3.2015, p. 53). 
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Action tasks involving classified information may be subcontracted only after explicit approval (in 
writing) from the granting authority. 

Classified information may not be disclosed to any third party (including participants involved in the 
action implementation) without prior explicit written approval from the granting authority. 

Specific security rules (if any) are set out in Annex 5. 

13.3 Consequences of non-compliance 

Iť a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced (see 
Article 28). 

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5. 

ARTICLE 14-ETHICS AND VALUES 

14.1 Etbics 

The action must be carried out in line with the highest ethical standards and the applicable EU, 
international and nationallaw on ethical principles. 

Specific ethics rules (if any) are set out in Annex 5. 

14.2 Values 

lhe beneficiaries must commit to and ensure the respect of basic EU values (such as respect for 
hwnan dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and human rights, including the rights 
of minorities ). 

Specific rules on values (if any) are set out in Annex 5. 

14.3 Consequences of non-compliance 

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced (see 
Article 28). 

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5. 

ARTICLE 15-DATA PROTECTION 

15.1 Data processing by the granting authority 

Any personal data under the Agreement will be processed under the responsibility of the data 
controller ofthe granting authority in accordance with and for the purposes set out in the Portal Privacy 
Statement. 

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission, an EU regulatory or executive 

agency, joint undertaking or other EU body, the processing will be subject to Regulation 2018/172515
• 

15 Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council oť 23 October 2018 on the protection oť 
natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies 
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15.2 Data processing by the beneficiaries 

The beneficiaries must process personal data under the Agreement in compliance with the applicable 

EU, intemational and nationallaw on data protection (in particular, Regulation 2016/6791
\ 

They must ensure that persona! data is: 

processed lawfully, fairly and in a transparent rnanner in relation to the data subjects 

collected for specified, explicit and legitimate purposes and not further processed in a manner 
that is incornpatible with those purposes 

adequate, relevant and lirnited to what is necessary in relation to the purposes for which they 
are processed 

accurate and, where necessary, kept up to date 

kept in a forrn which permits identification of data subjects for no longer than is necessary for 
the purposes for which the data is processed and 

processed in a manner that ensures appropriate security of the data. 

The beneficiaries may grant their personnel access to personal data only if it is strictly necessary 
for implementing, managing and monitoring the Agreement. The beneticiaries must ensure that the 
personnel is under a confidentiality obligation. 

The beneficiaries rnust inform the persons whose data are transferred to the granting authority and 
provide thern with the Portal Privacy Statement. 

15.3 Consequences of non-compliance 

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced ( see 
Article 28). 

Such breaches may also 1ead to other measures described in Chapter 5. 

ARTICLE 16-INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS (IPR)- BACKGROUND AND 
RESULTS -ACCESS RIGHTS AND RIGHTS OF USE 

16.1 Background and access rights to background 

The beneficiaries rnust give each other and the other participants access to the background identified 
as needed for implementing the action, subject to any specific rules in Annex 5. 

'Backgrounď means any data, know-how or information- whatever its form or nature (tangible or 
intangible), including any rights such as intellectual property rights- that is: 

and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 and Decision No 1247/2002/EC 
(OJL 295, 21.11.2018, p. 39). 

16 Regulation (EU) 2016/679 ofthe European Parliament and ofthe Council of27 April2016 on the protection ofnatural 
persons with regard to the processing of persona! data and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Directive 
95/46/EC ('GDPR') (OJL 119, 4.5.2016, p. 1). 
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(a) held by the beneficiaries before they acceded to the Agreement and 

(b) needed to implement the action or exploit the results. 

Ifbackground is subject to rights of a third party, the beneficiary concerned must ensure that it is able 
to comply with its obligations under the Agreement. 

16.2 Ownership of results 

The granting authority does not obtain ownership of the results produced under the action. 

'Results' means any tangible or intangible effect of the action, such as data, know-how or information, 
whatever its form or nature, whether or not it can be protected, as well as any rights attached to it, 
including intellectual property rights. 

16.3 Rights of use of the grantiog authority on materials, documeots aod ioformatioo 
received for policy, ioformatioo, commuoicatioo, dissemioatioo aod publicity purposes 

The granting authority has the right to use non-sensitive information relating to the action and 
materials and documents received from the beneficiaries (notably summaries for publication, 
deliverables, as well as any other material, such as pictures or audio-visual material, in paper or 
electronic form) for policy, information, communication, dissemination and publicity purposes -
during the action or afterwards. 

The right to use the beneficiaries' materials, documents and information i s granted in the form of a 
royalty-free, non-exclusive and irrevocable licence, which includes the following rights: 

(a) use for its own purposes (in particular, making them available to persons working for the 
granting authority or any other EU service (including institutions, bodies, offices, agencies, 
etc.) or EU Member State institution or body; copying or reproducing them in whole or in part, 
in unlimited numbers; and communication through press information services) 

(b) distribution to tbe public (in particular, publication as hard copies and in electronic or digital 
fonnat, publication on the internet, as a downloadable or non-downloadable file, broadcasting 
by any channel, public display or presentation, communicating through press infonnation 
services, or inclusion in widely accessible databases or indexes) 

(c) editing or redrafting (including shortening, summarising, inserting other elements (e.g. 
meta-data, legends, other graphic, visual, audio or text elements), extracting parts (e.g. audio 
or video files), dividing into parts, use in a compilation) 

( d) translation 

(e) storage in paper, electronic or other form 

(f) archiving, in line with applicable document-management rules 

(g) the right to authorise third parties to act on its behalf or sub-license to third parties the modes 
ofuse set out in Points (b), (c), (d) and (f), ifneeded for the information, communication and 
publicity activity of the granting authority 
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(h) processing, analysing, aggregating the materials, documents and information received and 
producing derivative works. 

The rights of use are granted for the whole duration of the industrial or intellectual property rights 
concerned. 

If materials or documents are subject to moral rights or third party rights (including intellectual 
property rights or rights of natural persons on their image and voice), the beneficiaries must ensure 
that they comply with their obligations under this Agreement (in particular, by obtaining the necessary 
licences and authorisations from the rights holders concerned). 

Where applicable, the granting authority will insert the following information: 

"©- [year] - [ name of the copyright owner]. A ll rights reserved. Licensed to the [ name of granting authority] 
under conditions." 

16.4 Specific rules on IPR, results and background 

Specific rules regarding intellectual property rights, results and background (if any) are set out in 
Annex 5. 

16.5 Consequences of non-compliance 

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced (see 
Article 28). 

Such a breach may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5. 

ARTICLE 17-COMMUNICATION, DISSEMINATION AND VISffiiLITY 

17.1 Communication- Dissemination- Promoting the action 

Unless otherwise agreed with the granting authority, the beneficiaries must promote the action and its 
results by providing targeted information to multiple audiences (including the media and the public ), 
in accordance with Annex I and in a strategie, coherent and effective manner. 

Before engaging in a communication or dissemination activity expected to have a major media impact, 
the beneficiaries must inform the granting authority. 

17.2 Visibility- European flag and funding statement 

Unless otherwise agreed with the granting authority, communication activities of the beneficiaries 
related to the action (including media relations, conferences, seminars, information material, such as 
brochures, leaflets, posters, presentations, etc., in electronic form, via traditional or social media, etc.), 
dissemination activities and any infrastructure, equipment, vehicles, supplies or major result funded 
by the grant must acknowledge EU support and display the European flag (emblem) and funding 
statement (translated into locallanguages, where appropriate): 
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• • 
• • • • • 

• • • • • 
• • 
• • • • • 

• • • • • 
• • 
• • 
• • • 

Funded by the 
European Union 

Funded by the 
European Union 

Co-funded by the 
European Union 

• • • • • 
• • 
• * 
• • • 

Co-funded by the 
European Union 

The emblem must remain distinct and separate and cannot be modified by adding other visual 
marks, brands or text. 

Apart from the emblem, no other visual identity or logo may be used to highlight the EU support. 

When displayed in association with other logos (e.g. ofbeneficiaries or sponsors), the emblem must 
be displayed at least as prominently and visibly as the other logos. 

For the purposes oftheir obligations under this Article, the beneficiaries may use the emblem without 
first obtaining approval from the granting authority. This does not, however, give them the right to 
exclusive use. Moreover, they may not appropriate the emblem or any similar trademark or logo, either 
by registration or by any other means. 

17.3 Quality of information- Disclaimer 

Any communication or dissemination activity related to the action must use factually accurate 
information. 

Moreover, it must indicate the following disclaimer (translated into local languages where 
appropriate): 

"Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those ofthe author(s) only 
and do not necessarily reflect those ofthe European Union or [name ofthe granting authority]. Neither 
the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them." 

17.4 Specific communication, dissemination aod visibility rules 

Specific communication, dissemination and visibility rules (if any) are set out in Annex 5. 

17 .S Consequences of non-compliance 
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If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced (see 
Article 28). 

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5. 

ARTICLE 18-SPECIFIC RULES FOR CARRYING OUT THE ACTION 

18.1 Specific rules for carrying out the action 

Specific rules for implementing the action (if any) are set out in Annex 5. 

18.2 Consequences of non-compliance 

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced (see 
Article 28). 

Such a breach may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5. 

SECTION 3 GRANT ADMINISTRATION 

ARTICLE 19-GENERAL INFORMATION OBLIGATIONS 

19.1 Information requests 

The beneficiaries must provide- during the action or afterwards and in accordance with Article 7-
any information requested in order to verify eligibility of the costs or contributions declared, proper 
implementation of the action and compliance with the other obligations under the Agreement. 

The information provided must be accurate, precise and complete and in the format requested, 
including electronic format. 

19.2 Participant Register data updates 

The beneficiaries must keep- at all times, during the action or afterwards- their information stored 
in the Portal Participant Register up to date, in particular, their name, address, legal representatives, 
legal form and organisation type. 

19.3 lnformation about events and circumstances which impact the action 

The beneficiaries must immediately inform the granting authority ( and the other beneficiaries) of any 
of the following: 

(a) events which are likely to affect or delay the implementation ofthe action or aftect the EU's 
financial interests, in particular: 

(i) changes in their legal, fmancial, technical, organisational or ownership situation 
(including changes linked to one of the exclusion grounds listed in the declaration of 
honour signed before grant signature) 

(ii) linked action information: not applicable 
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(b) circumstances affecting: 

(i) the decision to award the grant or 

(ii) compliance with requirements under the Agreement. 

19.4 Consequences of non-compliance 

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced (see 
Article 28). 

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5. 

ARTICLE 20-RECORD-KEEPING 

20.1 Keeping records and supporting documents 

The beneficiaries must- at least until the time-limit set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 6)- keep 
records and other supporting documents to prove the proper implementation ofthe action in line with 
the accepted standards in the respective field (if any). 

In addition, the beneficiaries must- for the same period- keep the following to justify the amounts 
declared: 

(a) for actual costs: adequate records and supporting documents to prove the costs declared (such 
as contracts, subcontracts, invoices and accounting records); in addition, the beneficiaries' 
usual accounting and intemal control procedures must enable direct reconciliation between 
the amounts declared, the amounts recorded in their accounts and the amounts stated in the 
supporting documents 

(b) for flat-rate costs and contributions (if any): adequate records and supporting documents to 
pro ve the eligibility of the costs or contributions to which the flat-rate i s applied 

( c) for the following simplified costs and contributions: the beneficiaries do not need to keep 
specific records on the actual costs incurred, but must keep: 

(i) for unit costs and contributions (if any): adequate records and supporting documents to 
pro ve the number of units declared 

(ii) for lump sum costs and contributions (iť any): adequate records and supporting 
documents to prove proper implementation of the work as described in Annex 1 

(iii) for financing not linked to costs (if any): adequate records and supporting documents 
to pro ve the achievement of the results or the fulfilment oť the conditions as described 
in Annex I 

( d) for unit, flat-rate and lump sum costs and contributions according to usual cost accounting 
practices (if any): the beneficiaries must keep any adequate records and supporting documents 
to pro ve that their co st accounting practices ha ve been applied in a consistent manner, based on 
objective criteria, regardless of the source oť funding, and that they comply with the eligibility 
conditions set out in Articles 6.1 and 6.2. 
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Moreover, the following is needed for specific budget categories: 

( e) for personnel costs: time worked for the beneficiary under the action must be supported 
by declarations signed monthly by the person and their supervisor, unless another reliable 
time-record system is in place; the granting authority may accept alternative evidence 
supporting the time worked for the action declared, if it considers that it offers an adequate 
level of assurance 

(t) additional record-keeping rules: not applicable 

The records and supporting documents must be made available upon request (see Article 19) or in the 
context of checks, reviews, audits or investigations (see Article 25). 

lfthere are on-going checks, reviews, audits, investigations, litigation or other pursuits of claims under 
the Agreement (including the extension of findings; see Article 25), the beneficiaries must keep these 
records and other supporting documentation until the end of these procedures. 

The beneficiaries must keep the original documents. Digital and digitalised documents are considered 
originals if they are authorised by the applicable national law. The granting authority may accept 
non-original documents if they offer a comparable level of assurance. 

20.2 Consequences of non-compliance 

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, costs or contributions insufficiently 
substantiated will be ineligible (see Article 6) and will be rejected (see Article 27), and the grant may 
be reduced (see Article 28). 

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5. 

ARTICLE 21- REPORTING 

21.1 Continuous reporting 

The beneficiaries must continuously report on the progress of the action (e.g. deliverables, 
milestones, outputs/outcomes, critical risks, indicators, etc; if any), in the Portal Continuous 
Reporting tool and in accordance with the timing and conditions it sets out (as agreed with the granting 
authority). 

Standardised deliverables (e.g. progress reports not linked to payments, reports on cumulative 
expenditure, special reports, etc; if any) must be submitted using the templates published on the Portal. 

21.2 Periodic reporting: Technical reports and financial statements 

In addition, the beneficiaries must provide reports to request payments, in accordance with the 
schedule and modalities set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 4.2): 

for additional prefinancings (if any): an additional prefinancing report 

for interim payments (if any) and the final payment: a periodic report. 

The prefinancing and periodic reports include a technical and financial part. 
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The technical part includes an overview of the action implementation. It must be prepared using the 
template available in the Portal Periodic Reporting tool. 

The financial part of the additional prefinancing report includes a statement on the use of the previous 
prefinancing payment. 

The financial part of the periodic report includes: 

the financial statements (individua} and consolidated; for all beneficiaries/affiliated entities) 

the explanation on the use of resources ( or detailed cost reporting tahle, if required) 

the certificates on the financial statements (CFS) (if required; see Article 24.2 and Data Sheet, 
Point 4.3). 

The financial statements must detail the eligible costs and contributions for each budget category 
and, for the final payment, also the revenues for the action ( see Articles 6 and 22). 

All eligible costs and contributions incurred should be declared, even if they exceed the amounts 
indicated in the estimated budget (see Annex 2). Amounts that are not declared in the individua! 
financial statements will not be taken into account by the granting authority. 

By signing the financial statements ( directly in the Portal Periodic Reporting tool), the beneficiaries 
confirm that: 

the information provided is complete, reliable and true 

the costs and contributions declared are eligible (see Article 6) 

the costs and contributions can be substantiated by adequate records and supporting documents 
( see Article 20) that will be produced upon request ( see Article 19) or in the context of checks, 
reviews, audits and investigations (see Article 25) 

for the final periodic report: all the revenues have been declared (if required; see Article 22). 

Beneficiaries will ha ve to submit also the financial statements oftheir affiliated entities (if any). In case 
of recoveries (see Article 22), beneficiaries will be held responsible also for the financial statements 
of their affiliated entities. 

21.3 Currency for fmancial statements and conversion into euros 

The financial statements must be drafted in euro. 

Beneficiaries with general accounts established in a currency other than the euro must convert the 
costs recorded in their accounts into euro, at the average ofthe daily exchange rates published in the C 
series ofthe Officia/ Journal ofthe European Union (ECB website ), calculated over the corresponding 
reporting period. 

If no daily euro exchange rate is published in the Official Journal tor the currency in question, they 
must be converted at the average ofthe monthly accounting exchange rates published on the European 
Commíssion website (InforEuro ), calculated over the corresponding reporting period. 
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Beneficiaries with general accounts in euro must convert costs incurred in another currency into euro 
according to their usual accounting practices. 

21.4 Reporting language 

The reporting must be in the language of the Agreement, unless otherwise agreed with the granting 
authority (see Data Sheet, Point 4.2). 

21.5 Consequences of non-compliance 

If a report submitted does not comply with this Article, the granting authority may suspend the 
payment deadline (see Article 29) and apply other measures described in Chapter 5. 

Ifthe coordinator breaches its reporting obligations, the granting authority may terminate the grant or 
the coordinator's participation (see Article 32) or apply other measures described in Chapter 5. 

ARTICLE 22-PAYMENTS AND RECOVERIES- CALCULATION OF AMOUNTS 
DUE 

22.1 Payments and payment arrangements 

Payments will be made in accordance with the schedule and modalities set out in the Data Sheet (see 
Point4.2). 

They will be made in euro to the bank account indicated by the coordinator (see Data Sheet, Point 4.2) 
and must be distributed without unjustified delay (restrictions may apply to distribution of the initial 
prefinancing payment; see Data Sheet, Point 4.2). 

Payments to this bank account will discharge the granting authority from its payment obligation. 

The cost of payment transfers will be borne as follows: 

the granting authority bears the cost of transfers charged by its bank 

the beneficiary bears the cost of transfers charged by its bank 

the party causing a repetiti on of a transfer bears all costs of the repeated transfer. 

Payments by the granting authority will be considered to have been carried out on the date when they 
are debited to its account. 

22.2 Recoveries 

Recoveries will be made, if- at beneficiary termination, fmal payment or afterwards- it turns out 
that the granting authority has paid too much and needs to recover the amounts undue. 

Each beneficiary's financial responsibility in case ofrecovery is in principle limited to their own debt 
and undue amounts of their affiliated entities. 

In case of enforced recoveries (see Article 22.4), affiliated entities will be held liable for repaying 
debts oftheir beneficiaries, ifrequired by the granting authority (see Data Sheet, Point 4.4). 
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22.3 Amounts due 

22.3.1 Prefinancing payments 

The aim of the prefinancing is to pro vide the beneficiaries with a float. 

It remains the property of the EU until the final payment. 

For initial prefinancings (if any), the amount due, schedule and modalities are set out in the 
Data Sheet (see Point 4.2). 

For additional prefinancings (if any), the amount due, schedule and modalities are also set out in 
the Data Sheet (see Point 4.2). However, if the statement on the use of the previous prefinancing 
payment shows that less than 70% was used, the amount set out in the Data Sheet will be reduced by 
the difference between the 70% threshold and the amount used. 

The contribution to the Mutual Insurance Mechanism will be retained from the prefinancing payments 
(at the rate and in accordance with the modalities set out in the Data Sheet, see Point 4.2) and 
transferred to the Mechanism. 

Pretinancing payments (or parts ofthem) may be offset (without the beneficiaries' consent) against 
amounts owed by a beneficiary to the granting authority - up to the amount due to that beneficiary. 

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission or an EU executive agency, 
offsetting may also be done against amounts owed to other Commission services or executive 
agencies. 

Payments will not be made if the payment deadline or payments are suspended (see Articles 29 and 
30). 

22.3.2 Amount due at beneficiary termination - Recovery 

ln case of beneficiary termination, the granting authority will determine the provisional amount due 
for the beneficiary concerned. Payments (if any) will be made with the next interim or final payment. 

The amount due will be calculated in the following step: 

Step I - Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution 

Step 1 - Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution 

The granting authority will first calculate the 'accepted EU contribution' for the beneficiary for all 
reporting periods, by calculating the 'maximum EU contribution to costs' (applying the funding rate 
to the accepted costs of the beneficiary ), tak.ing into account requests for a lower contribution to costs 
and CFS threshold cappings (if any; see Article 24.5) and adding the contributions (accepted unit, 
tlat-rate or lump sum contributions and financing not linked to costs, if any). 

After that, the granting authority will tak.e into account grant reductions (if any ). The resulting amount 
is the 'total accepted EU contribution' for the beneficiary. 

The balance is then calculated by deducting the payments received (if any; see report on the 
distribution of payments in Article 32), from the total accepted EU contribution: 
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{total accepted EU contribution for the beneficiary 

minus 

{prefmancing and interim payments received (if any)}}. 

If the balance is positive, the amount will be included in the next interim or final payment to the 
consortium. 

If the balance i s negative, it will be recovered in accordance with the following procedure: 

The granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the beneficiary concerned: 

formally notifying the intention to recover, the amount due, the amount to be recovered and 
the reasons why and 

requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification. 

If no observations are submitted ( or the granting authority deci des to pursue recovery despite the 
observations it has received), it will confirm the amount to be recovered and ask this amount to be 
paid to the coordinator (confirmation letter). 

If payment i s not made to the coordinator by the date specified in the confirmation letter, the granting 
authority may call on the Mutual Insurance Mechanism to intervene, if continuation of the action i s 
guaranteed and the conditions set out in the rules governing the Mechanism are met. 

In this case, it will send a beneficiary recovery letter, together with a debit note with the terms and 
date for payment. 

The debit note for the beneficiary will include the amount calculated for the affiliated entities which 
also had to end their participation (if any). 

If payment is not made by the date specified in the debit note, the granting authority will enforce 
recovery in accordance with Article 22.4. 

The amounts will Jater on also be taken into account for the next interim or fina1 payment. 

22.3.3 Interim payments 

Interim payments reimburse the eligible costs and contributions claimed for the implementation of 
the action during the reporting periods (if any). 

Interim payments (if any) will be made in accordance with the schedule and modalities set out the 
Data Sheet (see Point 4.2). 

Payment is subject to the approval of the periodic report. Its approval does not imply recognition of 
compliance, authenticity, completeness or correctness of its content. 

The interim payment will be calculated by the granting authority in the following steps: 

Step 1 - Calculation of the to tal accepted EU contribution 

Step 2 - Limit to the interim payment ceiling 
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Step 1 - Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution 

The granting authority will calculate the 'accepted EU contribution' for the action for the reporting 
period, by first calculating the 'maximum EU contribution to costs' (applying the funding rate to the 
accepted costs of each beneficiary ), taking in to account requests for a lower contribution to costs, and 
CFS threshold cappings (if any; see Article 24.5) and adding the contributions (accepted unit, flat-rate 
or lump sum contributions and financing not linked to costs, if any ). 

After that, the granting authority will take into account grant reductions from beneficiary termination 
(if any). The resulting amount is the 'total accepted EU contribution'. 

Step 2-Limit to the interim payment ceiling 

The resulting amount is then capped to ensure that the total amount of prefinancing and interim 
payments (if any) does not exceed the interim payment ceiling set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 4.2). 

Interim payments ( or parts of them) may be offset (without the beneficiaries' consent) against amounts 
owed by a beneficiary to the granting authority - up to the amount due to that beneficiary. 

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission or an EU executive agency, 
offsetting may also be done against amounts owed to other Commission services or executive 
agencies. 

Payments will not be made ifthe payment deadline or payments are suspended (see Articles 29 and 
30). 

22.3.4 Final payment- Final grant amount- Revenues and Profit - Recovery 

The final payment (payment of the balance) reimburses the remaining part of the eligible costs and 
contributions claimed for the implementation ofthe action (if any). 

The final payment will be made in accordance with the schedule and modalities set out in the 
Data Sheet (see Point 4.2). 

Payment is subject to the approval ofthe final periodic report. Its approval does not imply recognition 
of compliance, authenticity, completeness or correctness of its content. 

The final grant amount for the action wiH be calculated in the following steps: 

Step 1 - Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution 

Step 2 - Limit to the maximum grant amount 

Step 3 - Reduction due to the no-profit rule 

Step 1 - Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution 

The granting authority will first calculate the 'accepted EU contribution' for the a cti on for all reporting 
periods, by calculating the 'maximum EU contribution to costs' (applying the funding rate to the total 
accepted costs of each beneficiary), taking into account requests for a lower contribution to costs, CFS 
threshold cappings (if any; see Article 24.5) and adding the contributions (accepted unit, flat-rate or 
lump sum contributions and financing not linked to costs, if any ). 
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After that, the granting authority will take in to account grant reductions (if any ). The resulting amount 
is the 'total accepted EU contribution'. 

Step 2 -Limit to the maximum grant amount 

If the resulting amount is higher than the maximum grant amount set out in Article 5.2, it will be 
limited to the latter. 

Step 3 - Reduction due to the no-profit rule 

lf the no-profit rule is provided for in the Data Sheet (see Point 4.2), the grant must not produce a 
profit (i.e. surplus ofthe amount obtained following Step 2 plus the action's revenues, over the eligible 
costs and contributions approved by the granting authority). 

' Revenue' is all income generated by the action, during its duration (see Article 4), for beneficiaries 
that are profit legal entities (- with the exception of income generated by the exploitation of results, 
which are not considered as revenues). 

If there is a profit, it will be deducted in proportion to the final rate of reimbursement of the eligible 
costs approved by the granting authority (as compared to the amount calculated following Steps 1 and 
2 minus the contributions). 

The balance (final payment) is then calculated by deducting the total amount of prefinancing and 
interim payments already made (if any), from the final grant amount: 

{ final grant amount 

minus 

{prefmancing and interim payments made (if any)}}. 

If the balance i s positive, it will be paid to the coordinator. 

The amount retained for the Mutual Insurance Mechanism (see above) wiH be released and paid to 
the coordinator (in accordance with the rules governing the Mechanism). 

The final payment (or part ofit) may be offset (without the beneficiaries' consent) against amounts 
owed by a beneficiary to the granting authority - up to the amount due to that beneficiary. 

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission or an EU executive agency, 
offsetting may also be done against amounts owed to other Commission services or executive 
agencies. 

Payments will not be made ifthe payment deadline or payments are suspended (see Articles 29 and 
30). 

If-despite the release of the Mutual Insurance Mechanism contribution- the balance is negative, 
it will be recovered in accordance with the following procedure: 

The granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the coordinator: 

formally notifying the intention to recover, the final grant amount, the amount to be recovered 
and the reasons why 
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requesting a report on the distribution of payments to the beneficiaries within 30 days of 
receiving notification and 

requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification. 

If no observations are submitted ( or the granting authority deci des to pursue recovery despite the 
observations it has received) and the coordinator has submitted the report on the distribution of 
payments, it will calculate the share ofthe debt per beneficiary, by: 

(a) identifying the beneficiaries for which the amount calculated as follows is negative: 

{ { {total accepted EU contribution for the beneficiary 

divided by 

total accepted EU contribution for the action} 

multiplíed by 

fmal grant amount for the action}, 

minus 

{prefmancing and interim payments received by the beneficiary (if any)}} 

and 

(b) dividing the debt: 

{ {amount calculated according to point (a) for the beneficiary concemed 

divided by 

the sum of the amounts calculated according to point (a) for all the beneficiaries identified according to 
point (a)} 

multiplíed by 

the amount to be recovered}. 

and confirm the amount to be recovered from each beneficiary concemed ( confirmation letter), 
together with debit notes with the terms and date for payment. 

The de bit notes for beneficiaries will in cl ude the amounts calculated for their a:ffiliated entities ( if any ). 

Ifthe coordinator has not submitted the report on the distribution oťpayments, the granting authority 
will recover the fu ll amount from the coordinator ( confirmation letter and debit note with the terms 
and date for payrnent). 

If payment is not made by the date specified in the debit note, the granting authority will enforce 
recovery in accordance with Article 22.4. 

22.3.5 Audit implementation after final payment- Revised final grant amount- Recovery 

If - atter the final payment (in particular, after checks, reviews, audits or investigations; see 
Article 25)-the granting authority rejects costs or contributions ( see Article 27) or reduces the grant 
(see Article 28), it will calculate the revised final grant amount for the beneficiary concemed. 
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The beneficiary revised final grant amount will be calculated in the following step: 

Step 1 - Calculation of the revised total accepted EU contribution 

Step 1 - Calculation of the revised total accepted EU contribution 

The granting authority will flrst calculate the 'revised accepted EU contribution' for the beneflciary, 
by calculating the 'revised accepted costs' and 'revised accepted contributions'. 

After that, it will take into account grant reductions (if any). The resulting 'revised total accepted EU 
contribution' is the beneflciary revised flnal grant amount. 

lfthe revised flnal grant arnount is lower than the beneflciary's fmal grant amount (i.e. its share in the 
flnal grant amount for the action), it will be recovered in accordance with the following procedure: 

The beneficiary final grant amount (i.e. share in the flnal grant amount for the action) is calculated 
as follows: 

{ {total accepted EU contribution for the beneficiary 

divided by 

total accepted EU contribution for the action} 

multiplied by 

fmal grant amount for the action}. 

The granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the beneficiary concerned: 

formally notifying the intention to recover, the amount to be recovered and the reasons why and 

requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification. 

If no observations are submitted ( or the granting authority deci des to pursue recovery despite the 
observations it has received), it will conflrm the amount to be recovered (confirmation letter), 
together with a debit note with the terms and the date for payment. 

Recoveries against affiliated entities (if any) will be handled through their beneflciaries. 

If payment is not made by the date specifled in the debit note, the granting authority will enforce 
recovery in accordance with Article 22.4. 

22.4 Enforced recovery 

If payment i s not made by the date specifled in the de bit note, the amount due will be recovered: 

(a) by offsetting the amount - without the coordinator or beneficiary's consent - against any 
amounts owed to the coordinator or beneficiary by the granting authority. 

In exceptional circumstances, to safeguard the EU flnancial interests, the amount may be offset 
before the payment date specified in the de bit note. 

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission or an EU executive 
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agency, debts may also be offset against amounts owed by other Commission services or 
executive agencies. 

(b) iinancial guarantee(s): not applicable 

(c) joint and severalliability ofbeneficiaries: not applicable 

( d) by holding affiliated entities jointly and severally liable (if any, see Data Sheet, Point 4.4) 

(e) by taking legal action (see Article 43) or, provided that the granting authority is the European 
Commission or an EU executive agency, by adopting an enforceable decision under Article 299 
of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU) and Article 1 00(2) of EU Financial 
Regulation 2018/1046. 

Ifthe Mutual Insurance Mechanism was called on by the granting authority to intervene, recovery will 
be continued in the name ofthe Mutual Insurance Mechanism. lftwo debit notes were sent, the second 
one (in the name ofthe Mutual Insurance Mechanism) will be considered to replace the first one (in 
the name ofthe granting authority). Where the MIM intervened, offsetting, enforceable decisions or 
any other of the above-mentioned forms of enforced recovery may be used mutatis mutandis. 

The amount to be recovered will be increased by late-payment interest at the rate set out in 
Article 22.5, from the day following the payment date in the debit note, up to and including the date 
the full payment is received. 

Partial payments will be first credited against expenses, charges and late-payment interest and then 
against the principal. 

Bank charges incurred in the recovery process will be borne by the beneficiary, unless 

Directive 2015/236617 applies. 

For grants where the granting authority is an EU executive agency, enforced recovery by offsetting or 
enforceable decision will be done by the services of the European Commission (see also Article 43). 

22.5 Consequences of non-compliance 

22.5.1 If the granting authority does not pay within the payment deadlines (see above), the 
beneficiaries are entitled to late-payment interest at the rate applied by the European Centra! Bank 
(ECB) for its main refinancing operations in euros ('reference rate'), plus the rate specified in the 
Data Sheet (Point 4.2). The reference rate is the rate in force on the first day of the month in which the 
payment deadline expires, as published in the C series ofthe Official Journal ofthe European Union. 

lfthe late-payment interest is lower than or equal to EUR 200, it will be paid to the coordinator only 
on request submitted within two months of receiving the late payment. 

Late-payment interest is not due if all beneficiaries are EU Member States (including regional and 
local government authorities or other public bodies acting on behalf of a Member State for the purpose 
ofthis Agreement). 

17 Directive (EU) 2015/2366 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 November 2015 on payment 
services in the interna! market, amending Directives 2002/65/EC, 2009/11 0/EC and 20 13/36/EU and Regulation (EU) 
No 1093/2010, and repealing Directive 2007/64/EC (OJL 337, 23. 12.2015, p. 35). 
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If payments or the payment deadline are suspended (see Articles 29 and 30), payment will not be 
considered as late. 

Late-payment interest covers the period running from the day following the due date for payment (see 
above ), up to and including the date of payment. 

Late-payment interest is not considered for the purposes of calculating the fmal grant amount. 

22.5.2 If the coordinator breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced 
(see Article 28) and the grant or the coordinator may be terminated (see Article 32). 

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5. 

ARTICLE 23- GUARANTEES 

N ot applicable 

ARTICLE 24- CERTIFICATES 

24.1 Opcrational vcrification report (OVR) 

Not applicable 

24.2 Certificate on the financial statements (CFS) 

If required by the granting authority (see Data Sheet, Point 4.3), the beneficiaries must provide 
c.ertificates on their financial statements (CFS), in accordance with the schedule, threshold and 
conditions set out in the Data Sheet. 

The coordinator must submit them as part ofthe periodic report (see Article 21). 

The certificates must be drawn up using the template published on the Portal, cover the costs declared 
on the basis of actual costs and costs according to usual cost accounting practices (if any), and fulfil 
the following conditions: 

(a) be provided by a qualified approved external auditor which is independent and complies with 

Directive 2006/43/EC18 (or for public bodies: by a competent independent public officer) 

(b) the verification rnust be carried out according to the highest professional standards to ensure 
that the fmancial statements comply with the provisions under the Agreement and that the costs 
declared are eligible. 

The certificates will not affect the granting authority's right to carry out its own checks, reviews or 
audits, nor preclude the European Court of Auditors (ECA), the European Public Prosecutor's Office 
(EPPO) or the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) from using their prerogatives for audits and 
investigations under the Agreement (see Article 25). 

Ifthe costs (or a part ofthern) were already audited by the granting authority, these costs do not need 
to be covered by the certificate and will not be counted for calculating the threshold (if any ). 

IS Directive 2006/43/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 May 2006 on statutory audits of annual 
accounts and consolidated accounts or similar national regulations (OJL 157, 9.6.2006, p. 87). 
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24.3 Certificate on the compliance of usual cost accounting practices (CoMUC) 

Not applicable 

24.4 Systems and process audit (SPA) 

Beneficiaries which: 

use unit, flat rate or lump sum costs or contributions according to documented (i.e. fonnally 
approved and in writing) usual costs accounting practices (if any) or 

have fonnalised documentation on the systems and processes for calculating their costs 
and contributions (i.e. formally approved and in writing), have participated in at least 150 
actions under Horizon 2020 or the Euratom Research and Training Programme (2014-2018 or 
2019-2020) and participate in at least 3 ongoing actions under Horizon Europe or the Euratom 
Research and Training Programme (2021-2025 or 2026-2027) 

may apply to the granting authority for a systems and process audit (SPA). 

This audit will be carried out as follows: 

Step 1 - Application by the beneficiary. 

Step 2- Ifthe application is accepted, the granting authority will carry out the systems and process 
audit, complemented by an audit of transactions (on a sample of the beneficiary' s Horizon 
Europe or the Euratom Research and Training Programme financial statements). 

Step 3- The audit result will take the torm of a risk assessment classification for the beneficiary: 
low, medium or high. 

Low-risk beneficiaries will benefit from less (or less in-depth) ex-post audits (see Article 25) and a 
higher threshold for submitting certificates on the financial statements (CFS; see Articles 21 and 24.2 
and Data Sheet, Point 4.3). 

24.5 Consequences of non-compliance 

If a beneficiary does not submit a certificate on the financial statements (CFS) or the certificate is 
rejected, the accepted EU contribution to costs will be capped to reflect the CFS threshold. 

If a beneficiary breaches any of its other obligations under this Article, the granting authority may 
apply the measures described in Chapter 5. 

ARTICLE 25- CHECKS, REVIEWS, AUDITS AND INVESTIGATIONS- EXTENSION 
OFFINDINGS 

25.1 Granting authority checks, reviews and audits 

25.1.1 Interna) checks 

The granting authority may- during the action or afterwards- check the proper implementation of 
the action and compliance with the obligations under the Agreement, including assessing costs and 
contributions, deliverables and reports. 
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25.1.2 Project reviews 

The granting authority may carry out reviews on the proper implementation of the action and 
compliance with the obligations under the Agreement (general project reviews or specific issues 
reviews). 

Such project reviews may be started during the implementation of the action and until the time-limit 
set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 6). They will be formally notified to the coordinator or beneficíary 
concerned and wíll be considered to start on the date of the notification. 

lf needed, the granting authority may be assisted by independent, outside experts. If it uses outside 
experts, the coordinator or beneficiary concemed will be informed and have the right to object on 
grounds of commercial confidentiality or conflict of interest. 

The coordinator or beneficiary concerned must cooperate diligently and pro vide-within the deadline 
requested - any information and data in addition to deliverables and reports already submitted 
(including information on the use of resources). The granting authority may request beneficiaries 
to provide such information to it directly. Sensitive information and documents will be treated in 
accordance with Article 13. 

The coordinator or beneficiary concerned may be requested to participate in meetings, including with 
the outside experts. 

For on-the--spot visits, the beneficiary concerned must allow access to sites and premises (including 
to the outside experts) and must ensure that information requested is readily available. 

Information provided must be accurate, precise and complete and in the format requested, including 
electronic format. 

On the basis ofthe review findings, a project review report will be drawn up. 

The granting authority will formally notify the project review report to the coordinator or beneficiary 
concerned, which has 30 days from receiving notification to make observations. 

Project reviews (including project review reports) will be in the language ofthe Agreement. 

25.1.3 Audits 

The granting authority may carry out audits on the proper implementation of the action and compliance 
with the obligations under the Agreement. 

Such audits may be started during the implementation of the action and until the time-limit set out in 
the Data Sheet (see Point 6). They will be formally notified to the beneficiary concerned and will be 
considered to start on the date of the notification. 

The granting authority may use its own audit service, delegate audits to a centralised service or use 
external audit firms. If it uses an external firm, the beneficiary concerned will be informed and have 
the right to object on grounds of commercial confidentiality or conflict of interest. 

The beneficiary concerned must cooperate diligently and provide- within the deadline requested
any inťormation (including complete accounts, individua} salary statements or other persona} data) 
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to verify compliance with the Agreement. Sensitive information and documents will be treated in 
accordance with Article 13. 

For on-the-spot visits, the beneficiary concemed must allow access to sites and premises (including 
for the external audit firm) and must ensure that intormation requested is readily available. 

Information provided must be accurate, precise and complete and in the format requested, including 
electronic format. 

On the basis of the audit findings, a draft audit report will be drawn up. 

The auditors will fonnally notify the draft audit report to the beneficiary concerned, which has 30 days 
from receiving notification to make observations (contradictory audit procedure). 

The final audit report will take into account observations by the beneficiary concemed and will be 
fonnally notified to them. 

Audits (including audit reports) will be in the language ofthe Agreement. 

25.2 European Commission checks, reviews and audits in grants of other granting 
authorities 

Where the granting authority is not the European Commission, the latter has the same rights of checks, 
reviews and audits as the granting authority. 

25.3 Access to records for assessing simplified forms of funding 

The beneficiaries must give the European Comrnission access to their statutory records for the periodic 
assessment of simplified forms of funding which are used in EU programmes. 

25.4 OLAF, EPPO and ECA audits and investigations 

The following bodies may also carry out checks, reviews, audits and investigations - during the 
action or afterwards: 

the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) under Regulations No 883/201319 and No 2185/9620 

the European Public Prosecutor's Office (EPPO) under Regulation 201711939 

the European Court of A udi tors (ECA) under Article 287 of the Treaty on the Functioning of 
the EU (TFEU) and Article 257 ofEU Financial Regulation 2018/ 1046. 

If requested by these bodies, the beneficiary concerned must provide full, accurate and complete 
infonnation in the format requested (including complete accounts, individua! salary statements or 

19 Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 883/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of ll September 2013 
conceming investigations conducted by the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) and repealing Regulation (EC) 
No 1073/1999 ofthe European Parliament and ofthe Council and Council Regulation (Euratom) No 1074/1999 (OJ 
L 248, 18/09/2013, p. 1). 

2° Council Regulation (Euratom, EC) No 2185/96 of ll November 1996 conceming on-the-spot checks and inspections 
carried out by the Commission in order to protect the European Communities' financial interests against fraud and other 
irregularities (OJL 292, 15/1111996, p. 2). 
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other personal data, including in electronic forrnat) and allow access to sites and premises for 
on-the-spot visits or inspections - as provided for under these Regulations. 

To this end, the beneficiary concemed must keep all relevant information relating to the action, at 
least until the time-limit set out in the Data Sheet (Point 6) and, in any case, until any ongoing checks, 
reviews, audits, investigations, litigation or other pursuits of claims have been concluded. 

25.5 Consequences of checks, reviews, audits and investigations- Extension of results of 
reviews, audits or investigations 

25.5.1 Consequences of checks, reviews, audits and investigations in this grant 

Findings in checks, reviews, audits or investigations carried out in the context ofthis grant may lead to 
rejections (see Article 27), grant reduction (see Article 28) or other measures described in Chapter 5. 

Rejections or grant reductions after the final payment will lead to a revised final grant amount ( see 
Article 22). 

Findings in checks, reviews, audits or investigations during the action implementation may lead to a 
request for amendment (see Article 39), to change the description ofthe action set out in Annex 1. 

Checks, reviews, audits or investigations that find systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fraud 
or breach of obligations in any EU grant may also lead to conseq uences in other EU grants awarded 
under similar conditions ('extension to other grants'). 

Moreover, findings arising from an OLAF or EPPO investigation may lead to criminal prosecution 
under nationallaw. 

25.5.2 Extension from other grants 

Results of checks, reviews, audits or investigations in other grants may be extended to this grant, if: 

(a) the beneficiary concemed is found, in other EU grants awarded under similar conditions, to 
have committed systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fraud or breach of obligations that 
have a material impact on this grant and 

(b) those findings are forrnally notified to the beneficiary concemed - together with the list of 
grants affected by the findings- within the time-limit for audits set out in the Data Sheet ( see 
Point 6). 

The granting authority will forrnally notify the beneficiary concemed of the intention to extend the 
findings and the list of grants affected. 

Ifthe extension concems rejections of costs or contributions: the notification will include: 

(a) an invitation to submit observations on the list of grants affected by the findings 

(b) the request to submit revised fmancial statements for all grants affected 

( c) the correction rate for extrapolation, established on the basis of the systemic or recurrent errors, 
to calculate the amounts to be rejected, if the beneficiary concemed: 
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(i) considers that the submission of revised financial statements is not possible or practicable 
or 

(ii) does not submit revised financial statements. 

Ifthe extension concems grant reductions: the notification will include: 

(a) an invitation to submit observations on the list of grants affected by the findings and 

(b) the correction rate for extrapolation, established on the basis of the systemic or recurrent 
errors and the principle of proportionality. 

The beneticiary concemed has 60 days from receiving notification to submit observations, revised 
financial statements or to propose a duly substantiated altemative correction method/rate. 

On the basis ofthis, the granting authority will analyse the impact and decide on the implementation 
(i.e. start rejection or grant reduction procedures, either on the basis of the revised financial statements 
or the announced/altemative method/rate or a mix of those; see Articles 27 and 28). 

25.6 Consequences of non-compliance 

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, costs or contributions insufficiently 
substantiated will be ineligible (see Article 6) and will be rejected (see Article 27), and the grant may 
be reduced (see Article 28). 

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5. 

ARTICLE 26 -lMPACT EVALUATIONS 

26.1 lmpact evaluation 

The granting authority may carry out impact evaluations ofthe action, measured against the objectives 
and indicators of the EU programme funding the grant. 

Such evaluations may be started during implementation of the action and until the time-limit set out 
in the Data Sheet (see Point 6). They will be formal1y notified to the coordinator or beneticiaries and 
will be considered to start on the date of the notification. 

lf needed, the granting authority may be assisted by independent outside experts. 

The coordinator or beneficiaries must provide any information relevant to evaluate the impact of the 
action, including information in electronic format. 

26.2 Consequences of non-compliance 

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the granting authority may apply 
the measures described in Chapter 5. 

CHAPTER 5 CONSEOUENCES OF NON-COMPLIANCE 
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SECTION 1 REJECTIONS AND GRANT REDUCTION 

ARTICLE 27-REJECTION OF COSTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS 

27.1 Conditions 

The granting authority will - at beneficiary termination, interim payment, final payment or 
afterwards - reject any costs or contributions which are ineligible (see Article 6), in particular 
following checks, reviews, audits or investigations (see Article 25). 

The rejection may also be based on the extension of findings from other grants to this grant (see 
Article 25). 

Ineligible costs or contributions will be rejected. 

27.2 Procedure 

If the rejection does not lead to a recovery, the granting authority will formally notify the coordinator 
or beneficiary concerned of the rejection, the amounts and the reasons why. The coordinator or 
beneficiary concemed may - within 30 days of receiving notification - submit observations if it 
disagrees with the rejection (payment review procedure). 

If the rejection leads to a recovery, the granting authority will follow the contradictory procedure with 
pre-information letter set out in Article 22. 

27.3 Effects 

If the granting authority rejects costs or contributions, it will deduct them from the costs or 
contributions declared and then calculate the amount due (and, if needed, make a recovery; see 
Article 22). 

ARTICLE 28- GRANT REDUCTION 

28.1 Conditions 

lhe granting authority may - at beneficiary termination, fmal payment or afterwards - reduce the 
grant for a beneficiary, if: 

(a) the benefici ary ( or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or 
person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed: 

(i) substantial errors, irregularities or fraud or 

(ii) serious breach of obligations under this Agreement or during its award (including 
improper implementation of the action, non-compliance with the call conditions, 
submission of false information, failure to pro vide required information, breach of ethics 
or security rules (if applicable), etc.), or 

(b) the beneficiary ( or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or 
person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed-in other EU grants 
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awarded to it under similar conditions - systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fraud or 
serious breach of obligations that have a material impact on this grant ( see Article 25). 

The amount of the reduction will be calculated for each beneficiary concemed and proportionate to the 
seriousness and the duration ofthe errors, irregularities or fraud or breach of obligations, by applying 
an individual reduction rate to their accepted EU contribution. 

28.2 Procedure 

If the grant reduction does not lead to a recovery, the granting authority will formally notify the 
coordinator or beneficiary concemed of the reduction, the amount to be reduced and the reasons why. 
The coordinator or beneficiary concemed may - within 30 days of receiving notification- submit 
observations if it disagrees with the reduction (payment review procedure ). 

Ifthe grant reduction leads to a recovery, the granting authority will follow the contradictory procedure 
with pre-information letter set out in Article 22. 

28.3 Effects 

If the granting authority reduces the grant, it will deduct the reduction and then calculate the amount 
due (and, ifneeded, make a recovery; see Article 22). 

SECTION 2 SUSPENSION AND TERMINATION 

ARTICLE 29- PAYMENT DEADLINE SUSPENSION 

29.1 Conditions 

The granting authority may - at any moment- suspend the payment deadline if a payment cannot 
be processed because: 

(a) the required report (see Article 21) has not been submitted or is not complete or additional 
information is needed 

(b) there are doubts about the amount to be paid ( e.g. ongoing audit extension procedure, queries 
about eligibility, need for a grant reduction, etc.) and additional checks, reviews, audits or 
investigations are necessary, or 

( c) there are other issues affecting the EU fmancial interests. 

29.2 Procedure 

The granting authority will formally notify the coordinator of the suspension and the reasons why. 

The suspension will take effect the day the notification is sent. 

If the conditions for suspending the payment deadline are no longer met, the suspensi on will be lifted 
- and the remaining time to pay (see Data Sheet, Point 4.2) will resume. 

lf the suspensi on exceeds two months, the coordinator may request the granting authority to confirm 
if the suspension will continue. 
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If the payment deadline has been suspended due to the non-compliance of the report and the revised 
report is not submitted ( or was submitted but is also rejected), the granting authority may also terminate 
the grant or the participation ofthe coordinator (see Article 32). 

ARTICLE 30-PAYMENT SUSPENSION 

30.1 Conditions 

The granting authority may - at any moment - suspend payments, in whole or in part for one or 
more beneficiaries, if: 

(a) a beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or 
person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed or is suspected of 
having committed: 

(i) substantial errors, irregularities or fraud or 

(ii) serious breach of obligations under this Agreement or during its award (including 
improper implementation of the action, non-compliance with the call conditions, 
submission of false information, failure to pro vide required information, breach of ethics 
or security rules (if app1icable), etc.), or 

(b) a beneficiary ( or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or 
person essential for the award/implementation ofthe grant) has committed- in other EU grants 
awarded to it under similar conditions - systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fraud or 
serious breach of obligations that have a material impact on this grant. 

If payments are suspended for one or more beneficiaries, the granting authority will make partial 
payment(s) for the part(s) not suspended. lf suspension concerns the fmal payment, the payment (or 
recovery) ofthe remaining amount after suspension is lifted will be considered to be the payment that 
closes the action. 

30.2 Procedure 

Before suspending payments, the granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the 
beneficiary concerned: 

formally notifying the intention to suspend payments and the reasons why and 

requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification. 

Ifthe granting authority does not receive observations or decides to pursue the procedure despite the 
observations it has received, it will confirm the suspension ( confirmation letter). Otherwise, it will 
formally notify that the procedure is discontinued. 

At the end of the suspensi on procedure, the granting authority will also inform the coordinator. 

The suspensi on will take effect the day after the confirrnation notification is sent. 

Ifthe conditions for resuming payments are met, the suspension will be lifted. The granting authority 
will formally notify the beneficiary concerned (and the coordinator) and set the suspension end date. 
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During the suspension, no prefinancing will be paid to the beneficiaries concerned. For interim 
payments, the periodic reports for all reporting periods except the last one (see Article 21) rnust 
not contain any fmancial staternents from the beneficiary concerned (or its affiliated entities). The 
coordinator must include thern in the next periodic report after the suspension is lifted or - if 
suspension is not lifted before the end of the action - in the last periodic report. 

ARTICLE 31- GRANT AGREEMENT SUSPENSION 

31.1 Consortium-requested GA suspension 

31.1.1 Conditions and procedure 

The beneficiaries may request the suspensi on ofthe grant or any part of it, if exceptional circumstances 
-in particular force majeure (see Article 35)- rnake irnplernentation impossible or excessively 
difficult. 

The coordinator must submit a request for amendment (see Article 39), with: 

the reasons why 

the date the suspensi on takes effect; this date may be before the date of the submission of the 
arnendrnentrequestand 

the expected date of resumption. 

The suspension will take effect on the day specified in the arnendment. 

Once circumstances allow for implernentation to resume, the coordinator must immediately request 
another amendment of the Agreernent to set the suspension end date, the resumption date ( one day 
after suspensi on end date ), extend the duration and rnake other changes necessary to adapt the action 
to the new situation (see Article 39)- unless the grant has been terminated (see Article 32). The 
suspension will be lifted with effect from the suspensi on end date set out in the arnendrnent. This date 
may be before the date of the submission of the arnendment request. 

During the suspension, no prefinancing will be paid. Costs incurred or contributions for activities 
implemented during grant suspension are not eligible (see Article 6.3). 

31.2 EU-initiated GA suspension 

31.2.1 Conditions 

lbe granting authority may suspend the grant or any part of it, if: 

(a) a beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or 
person essential for the award/irnplernentation of the grant) has comrnitted or is suspected of 
having cornmitted: 

(i) substantial errors, irregularities or fraud or 

(ii) serious breach of obligations under this Agreement or during its award (including 
irnproper implementation of the action, non-compliance with the call conditions, 
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submission of false information, failure to pro vide required information, breach of ethics 
or security rules (if applicable), etc.), or 

(b) a beneficiary ( or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or 
person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed- in other EU grants 
awarded to it under similar conditions - systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fraud or 
serious breach of obligations that have a material impact on this grant 

(c) other: 

(i) linked action issues: not applicable 

(ii) the action has lost its scientific or technological relevance, for EIC Accelerator actions: 
the action has lost its economic relevance, for challenge-based EIC Pathfinder actions 
and Horizon Europe Missions: the action has lost its relevance as part of the Portfolio 
for which it has been initially selected 

31.2.2 Procedure 

Before suspending the grant, the granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the 
coordinator: 

formally notifying the intention to suspend the grant and the reasons why and 

requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification. 

If the granting authority does not receive observations or deci des to pursue the procedure despite the 
observations it has received, it will confirm the suspension (confirmation letter). Otherwise, it will 
formally notify that the procedure is discontinued. 

The suspension will take effect the day after the confirmation notification is sent ( or on a later date 
specified in the notification). 

Once the conditions tor resuming implementation oť the action are met, the granting authority will 
formally notify the coordinator a lifting of suspension letter, in which it will set the suspension 
end date and invite the coordinator to request an amendment of the Agreement to set the resumption 
date ( one day after suspensi on end date ), extend the duration and make other changes necessary to 
adapt the action to the new situation (see Article 39) - unless the grant has been terrninated (see 
Article 32). The suspensi on will be lifted with effect from the suspensi on end date set out in the lifting 
of suspensi on letter. This date may be before the date on which the letter is sent. 

During the suspension, no prefinancing will be paid. Costs incurred or contributions for activities 
implemented during suspension are not eligible (see Article 6.3). 

The beneficiaries may not claim damages dueto suspension by the granting authority (see Article 33). 

Grant suspension does not affect the granting authority's right to terminate the grant or a beneficiary 
(see Article 32) or reduce the grant (see Article 28). 

ARTICLE 32- GRANT AGREEMENT OR BENEFICIARY TERMINATION 

32.1 Consortium-requested GA termination 
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32.1.1 Conditions and procedure 

The beneficiaries may request the termination of the grant. 

The coordinator must submit a request for amendment (see Article 39), with: 

the reasons why 

the date the consortium ends work on the action ('end ofwork date') and 

the date the termination takes effect ('termination date'); this date must be after the date ofthe 
submission of the amendment request. 

The termination will take effect on the termination date specified in the amendment. 

Iť no reasons are given or iť the granting authority considers the reasons do not justify termination, 
it may consider the grant terminated improperly. 

32.1.2 Effects 

The coordinator must - within 60 days from when termination takes effect - submit a periodic 
report (for the open reporting period until termination). 

The granting authority will calculate the final grant amount and final payment on the basis of the report 
submitted and taking into account the costs incurred and contributions for activities implemented 
before the end ofwork date (see Article 22). Costs relating to contracts due for execution only after 
the end of work are not eligible. 

Iť the granting authority does not receive the report within the deadline, only costs and contributions 
which are included in an approved periodic report will be taken into account (no costs/contributions 
if no periodic report was ever approved). 

Improper termination may lead to a grant reduction (see Article 28). 

After termination, the beneficiaries' obligations (in particular Articles 13 (confidentiality and 
security), 16 (IPR), 17 (communication, dissemination and visibility), 21 (reporting), 25 (checks, 
reviews, audits and investigations), 26 (impact evaluation), 27 (rejections), 28 (grant reduction) and 
42 (assignment of claims)) continue to apply. 

32.2 Consortium-requested beneficiary termination 

32.2.1 Conditions and procedure 

The coordinator may request the termination oť the participation oť one or more beneticiaries, on 
request of the beneficiary concerned or on behalf of the other beneficiaries. 

The coordinator must subrnit a request for amendment (see Article 39), with: 

the reasons why 

the opinion of the beneficiary concemed ( or proof that this opinion has been requested in 
writing) 
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the date the beneficiary ends work on the action ('end ofwork date') 

the date the tennination takes effect ('tennination date'); this date must be after the date ofthe 
submission of the amendment request. 

If the termination concerns the coordinator and is done without its agreement, the amendment request 
must be submitted by another beneficiary (acting on behalf ofthe consortium). 

The termination will take effect on the termination date specified in the amendment. 

If no information is given or if the granting authority considers that the reasons do not justify 
tennination, it may consider the beneficiary to have been terminated improperly. 

32.2.2 Effects 

The coordinator must- within 60 days from when termination takes effect- submit: 

(i) a report on the distribution of payments to the beneficiary concerned 

(ii) a termination report from the beneficiary concemed, for the open reporting period until 
terrnination, containing an overview of the progress of the work, the financial statement, 
the explanation on the use of resources, and, if applicable, the certificate on the financial 
statement (CFS; see Articles 21 and 24.2 and Data Sheet, Point 4.3) 

(iii) a second request for amendment (see Article 39) with other amendments needed (e.g. 
reallocation of the tasks and the estimated budget of the terminated beneficiary; addition of 
a new beneficiary to replace the terminated beneficiary; change of coordinator, etc.). 

The granting authority wi11 calculate the amount due to the beneficiary on the basis of the report 
submitted and taking into account the costs incurred and contributions for activities implernented 
before the end ofwork date (see Article 22). Costs relating to contracts due for execution only after 
the end of work are not eligible. 

The information in the termination report must also be included in the periodic report for the next 
reporting period ( see Article 21 ). 

If the granting authority does not receive the termination report within the deadline, only costs and 
contributions which are included in an approved periodic report will be taken into account (no costs/ 
contributions if no periodic report was ever approved). 

Ifthe granting authority does not receive the report on the distribution of payments within the deadline, 
it will consider that: 

the coordinator did not distribute any payment to the beneficiary concerned and that 

the beneticiary concerned must not repay any amount to the coordinator. 

Ifthe second request for amendment is accepted by the granting authority, the Agreement is amended 
to introduce the necessary changes (see Article 39). 

Ifthe second request for amendrnent is rejected by the granting authority (because it calls into question 
the decision awarding the grant or breaches the principle of equal treatment of applicants ), the grant 
may be tenninated (see Article 32). 

60 



Project: 101137317- IHEN PROJECT - HORIZON-HL TH-2023-ENVHL TH-02 

• Associated with docurrMiii M5ť.JAresfiM~)f9Mffif5:_~2J1 1t2023 

Improper termination may lead to a reduction ofthe grant (see Article 31) or grant termination (see 
Article 32). 

After termination, the concemed beneficiary's obligations (in particular Articles 13 (confidentiality 
and security), 16 (IPR), 17 (communication, dissemination and visibility), 21 (reporting), 25 (checks, 
reviews, audits and investigations), 26 (impact evaluation), 27 (rejections), 28 (grant reduction) and 
42 (assignment of claims)) continue to apply. 

32.3 EU-initiated GA or beneficiary termination 

32.3.1 Conditions 

The granting authority may terminate the grant or the participation of one or more beneficiaries, if: 

(a) one or more beneficiaries do not accede to the Agreement (see Article 40) 

(b) a change to the action or the legal, financial, technical, organisational or ownership situation 
of a beneficiary is lik:ely to substantially affect the implementation of the action or calls into 
question the decision to award the grant (including changes linked to one of the exclusion 
grounds listed in the declaration ofhonour) 

(c) following termination of one or more beneficiaries, the necessary changes to the Agreement 
(and their impact on the action) would call into question the decision awarding the grant or 
breach the principle of equal treatment of applicants 

( d) implementation of the action has become impossible or the changes necessary for its 
continuation would call into question the decision awarding the grant or breach the principle 
of equal treatment of applicants 

( e) a beneficiary ( or person with unlimited liability for its debts) is subject to bankruptcy 
proceedings or similar (including insolvency, winding-up, administration by a liquidator or 
court, arrangement with creditors, suspension ofbusiness activities, etc.) 

(f) a beneficiary (or person with unlimited liability for its debts) is in breach of social security 
or tax obligations 

(g) a beneficiary ( or person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or person 
essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has been found guilty of grave professional 
misconduct 

(h) a beneficiary ( or person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or person 
essential for the awardlimplementation of the grant) has committed fraud, corruption, or is 
involved in a criminal organisation, money laundering, terrorism-related crimes (including 
terrorism financing), child labour or human trafficking 

(i) a beneficiary ( or person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or person 
essential for the award/implementation ofthe grant) was created under a differentjurisdiction 
with the intent to circumvent fiscal, social or other legal obligations in the country of origin 
(or created another entity with this purpose) 

G) a beneficiary ( or person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or person 
essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed: 
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(i) substantial errors, irregularities or fraud or 

(ii) serious breach of obligations under this Agreement or during its award (including 
improper implementation of the action, non-compliance with the call conditions, 
submission of false information, failure to pro vide required information, breach of ethics 
or security rules (if applicable), etc.) 

(k) a beneficiary ( or person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or person 
essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed - in other EU grants 
awarded to it under similar conditions - systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fraud or 
serious breach of obligations that ha ve a material impact on this grant ( extension of findings 
from other grants to this grant; see Article 25) 

(1) despite a specific request by the granting authority, a beneficiary does not request- through 
the coordinator - an amendment to the Agreement to end the participation of one of its 
affiliated entities or associated partners that is in one ofthe situations under points (d), (f), (e), 
(g), (h), (i) or (j) and to reallocate its tasks, or 

(m)other: 

(i) linked action issues: not applicable 

(ii) the action has lost its scientific or technological relevance, for EIC Accelerator actions: 
the action has lost its economic relevance, for challenge-based EIC Pathfinder actions 
and Horizon Europe Missions: the action has lost its relevance as part of the Portfolia 
for which it has been initially selected 

32.3.2 Procedure 

Before terminating the grant or participation of one or more beneficiaries, the granting authority will 
send a pre-information letter to the coordinator or beneficiary concemed: 

formally notifying the intention to terminate and the reasons why and 

requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification. 

If the granting authority does not receive observations or decides to pursue the procedure despite 
the observations it has received, it will confirm the termination and the date it will take effect 
(confirmation letter). Otherwise, it will formally notify that the procedure is discontinued. 

For beneficiary terminations, the granting authority will- at the end of the procedure- also inform 
the coordinator. 

The termination will take effect the day after the confirmation notification is sent ( or on a later date 
specified in the notification; 'termination date'). 

32.3.3 Effects 

(a) for GA termination: 

The coordinator must - within 60 days from when termination takes effect - submit a 
periodic report (for the last open reporting period until termination). 
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The granting authority will calculate the final grant amount and final payment on the basis of 
the report submitted and taking into account the costs incurred and contributions for activities 
implemented before termination takes effect (see Article 22). Costs relating to contracts due 
for execution only after termination are not eligible. 

If the grant is terminated for breach of the obligation to submit reports, the coordinator may 
not submit any report after termination. 

If the granting authority does not receive the report within the deadline, only costs and 
contributions which are included in an approved periodic report will be taken into account (no 
costs/contributions if no periodic report was ever approved). 

Termination does not affect the granting authority's right to reduce the grant (see Article 28) 
or to impose administrative sanctions (see Article 34). 

The beneficiaries may not claim damages due to termination by the granting authority (see 
Article 33). 

After termination, the beneficiaries' obligations (in particular Articles 13 (confidentiality 
and security ), 16 (IPR), 17 ( communication, dissemination and visibility ), 21 (reporting), 25 
(checks, reviews, audits and investigations), 26 (impact evaluation), 27 (rejections), 28 (grant 
reduction) and 42 (assignment of claims)) continue to apply. 

(b) for beneficiary termination: 

The coordinator must- within 60 days from when termination takes etTect- submit: 

(i) a report on the distribution of payments to the beneficiary concerned 

(ii) a termination report from the beneficiary concerned, for the open reporting period 
until termination, containing an overview of the progress of the work, the financial 
statement, the explanation on the use of resources, and, if applícable, the certificate 
on the financial statement (CFS; see Articles 21 and 24.2 and Data Sheet, Point 4.3) 

(iii) a request for amendment (see Article 39) with any amendments needed (e.g. 
reallocation of the tasks and the estimated budget of the terminated beneficiary; 
addition of a new beneficiary to replace the terminated beneficiary; change of 
coordinator, etc.). 

The granting authority will calculate the amount due to the beneficiary on the basis of the 
report submitted and taking into account the costs incurred and contributions for activities 
implemented before termination takes effect (see Article 22). Costs relating to contracts due 
for execution only after termination are not eligible. 

The information in the termination report must also be included in the periodic report for the 
next reporting period (see Article 21). 

Ifthe granting authority does not receive the termination report within the deadline, only costs 
and contributions included in an approved periodic report will be taken into account (no costs/ 
contributions if no periodic report was ever approved). 
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If the granting authority does not receive the report on the distribution of payments within the 
deadline, it will consider that: 

the coordinator did not distribute any payment to the beneficiary concemed and that 

the beneficiary concemed must not repay any amount to the coordinator. 

lfthe request for amendment is accepted by the granting authority, the Agreement is amended 
to introduce the necessary changes (see Article 39). 

If the request for amendment is rejected by the granting authority (because it calls into question 
the decision awarding the grant or breaches the principle of equal treatment of applicants), the 
grant may be terminated (see Article 32). 

After termination, the concerned beneficiary's obligations (in particular Articles 13 
(confidentiality and security), 16 (IPR), 17 (communication, dissemination and visibility), 
21 (reporting), 25 (checks, reviews, audits and investigations), 26 (impact evaluation), 27 
(rejections), 28 (grant reduction) and 42 (assignment of claims)) continue to apply. 

SECTION 3 OTHER CONSEOUENCES: DAMAGES AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
SANCTIONS 

ARTICLE 33-DAMAGES 

33.1 Liability of the granting authority 

The granting authority cannot be held liable for any damage caused to the beneficiaries or to third 
parties as a consequence ofthe implementation ofthe Agreement, inc1uding for gross negligence. 

The granting authority cannot be held liable for any damage caused by any of the beneficiaries or 
other participants involved in the action, as a consequence ofthe implementation ofthe Agreement. 

33.2 Liability of the beneficiaries 

The beneficiaries must compensate the granting authority for any damage it sustains as a result of the 
implementation of the action or because the action was not implernented in full cornpliance with the 
Agreement, provided that it was caused by gross negligence or wilful act. 

The liability does not extend to indirect or consequential losses or sirnilar damage (such as loss of 
profit, loss of revenue or loss of contracts ), provided such damage was not caused by wilful act or 
by a breach of confidentiality. 

ARTICLE 34-ADMINISTRATIVE SANCTIONS AND OTHER MEASURES 

Nothing in this Agreernent rnay be construed as preventing the adoption of adrninistrative sanctions 
(i.e. exclusion frorn EU award procedures and/or financial penalties) or other public law rneasures, 
in addition or as an altemative to the contractual measures provided under this Agreement (see, 
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for instance, Articles 135 to 145 EU Financial Regulation 2018/1046 and Articles 4 and 7 of 

Regulation 2988/9521
). 

SECTION 4 FORCE MAJEURE 

ARTICLE 35-FOR CE MAJEURE 

A party prevented by torce majeure from fultilling its obligations under the Agreement cannot be 
considered in breach of them. 

'Force majeure' means any situation or event that: 

prevents either party from fulfilling their obligations under the Agreement, 

was unforeseeable, exceptional situation and beyond the parties' control, 

was not due to error or negligence on their part ( or on the part of other participants involved 
in the action), and 

pro ves to be inevitable in spíte of exercising aU due diligence. 

Any situation constituting force majeure must be formally notified to the other party without delay, 
stating the nature, likely duration and foreseeable effects. 

The parties must immediately take all the necessary steps to limit any damage due to force majeure 
and do their best to resume implementation of the action as soon as possible. 

CHAPTER 6 FINAL PROVISIONS 

ARTICLE 36-COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE PARTIES 

36.1 Forms and rneans of cornrnunication- Electronic management 

EU grants are managed fully electronically through the EU Funding & Tenders Portal ('Portal'). 

All communications must be made electronically through the Portal, in accordance with the Portal 
Terms and Conditions and using the torms and templates provided there ( except if explicitly instructed 
otherwise by the granting authority). 

Communications must be made in writing and clearly identity the grant agreement (project number 
and acronym). 

Cornmunications must be made by persons authorised according to the Portal Terms and Conditions. 
For naming the authorised persons, each beneficiary must have designated- before the signature of 
this Agreement- a 'legal entity appointed representative (LEAR)'. The role and tasks ofthe LEAR 
are stipulated in their appointment letter (see Portal Terms and Conditions). 

21 Council Regulatíon (EC, Euratom) No 2988/95 of 18 December 1995 on the protectíon ofthe European Communitíes 
tinancíal ínterests (OJL 312, 23.12.1995, p. 1 ). 

65 



Project: 101137317- IHEN PROJECT - HORIZON-HL TH-2023-ENVHL TH-02 

• Associated with docurrMiii M5ť.JAresfiM~)f9Mffif5:_~2J1 1t2023 

Ifthe electronic exchange system is temporarily unavailable, instructions will be given on the Portal. 

36.2 Date of communication 

The sending date for cornmunications made through the Portal will be the date and time of sending, 
as indicated by the time logs. 

The receiving date for cornmunications made through the Portal will be the date and tirne the 
cornmunication is accessed, as indicated by the time logs. Forma} notífications that have not been 
accessed within 10 days after sending, will be considered to have been accessed (see Portal Terms 
and Conditions). 

If a cornmunication i s exceptionally made on paper (by e-mail or postal service ), general princip les 
apply (i.e. date of sending/receipt). F ormal notifications by registered post with proof of delivery will 
be considered to have been received either on the delivery date registered by the postal service or the 
deadline for collection at the post oftice. 

If the electronic exchange system is temporarily unavailable, the sending party cannot be considered 
in breach of its obligation to send a cornmunication within a specified deadline. 

36.3 Addresses for communication 

The Portal can be accessed via the Europa website. 

The address for paper cornmunicatíons to the granting authoríty (if exceptionally allowed) is the 
official mailing address indicated on its website. 

For beneficíaríes, ít is the legal address specified in the Portal Participant Register. 

ARTICLE 37-INTERPRETATION OF THE AGREEMENT 

The provisions in the Data Sheet take precedence over the rest of the Terms and Conditions of the 
Agreement. 

Annex 5 takes precedence over the Terms and Conditions; the Terms and Conditions take precedence 
over the Annexes other than Annex 5. 

Annex 2 takes precedence over Annex 1. 

ARTICLE 38-CALCULATION OF PERIODS AND DEADLINES 

In accordance with Regulation N o 1182/7122
, períods expressed in days, months or years are calculated 

from the moment the triggering event occurs. 

The day during which that event occurs is not considered as falling within the period. 

'Days' means calendar days, not working days. 

ARTICLE 39-AMENDMENTS 

22 Regulation (EEC, Euratom) No 1182171 ofthe Council of3 June 1971 detennining the rules applicable to periods, dates 
and time-limits (OJL 124, 8/6/1971, p. 1). 
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39.1 Conditions 

The Agreement may be amended, unless the amendment entails changes to the Agreement which 
would call into question the decision awarding the grant or breach the principle of equal treatment 
of applicants. 

Amendments may be requested by any of the parties. 

39.2 Procedure 

The party requesting an amendment must submit a request for amendment signed directly in the Portal 
Amendment tool. 

The coordinator submits and receives requests for amendment on behalf of the beneficiaries (see 
Annex 3). If a change of coordinator is requested without its agreement, the submission must be done 
by another beneficiary (acting on behalf ofthe other beneficiaries). 

The request for amendment must include: 

the reasons why 

the appropriate supporting documents and 

for a change of coordinator without its agreement: the opinion of the coordinator ( or proof that 
this opinion has been requested in writing). 

The granting authority may request additional information. 

If the party receiving the request agrees, it must sign the amendment in the tool within 45 days of 
receiving notification ( or any additional information the granting authority has requested). If it does 
not agree, it must formally notify its disagreement within the same deadline. The deadline may be 
extended, if necessary for the assessment of the request. If no notification is received within the 
deadline, the request is considered to have been rejected. 

An amendment enters into force on the day ofthe signature ofthe receiving party. 

An amendment takes effect on the date of entry into force or other date specified in the amendment. 

ARTICLE 40- ACCESSION AND ADDITION OF NEW BENEFICIARIES 

40.1 Accession of the beneficiaries mentioned in the Preamble 

The beneficiaries which are not coordinator must accede to the grant by signing the accession fonn 
(see Annex 3) directly in the Portal Grant Preparation tool, within 30 days after the entry into force 
ofthe Agreement (see Article 44). 

They will assume the rights and obligations under the Agreement with effect from the date of its entry 
into force (see Article 44). 

lf a beneficiary does not accede to the grant within the above deadline, the coordinator must- within 
30 days- request an amendment (see Article 39) to tenninate the beneficiary and make any changes 
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necessary to ensure proper implementation ofthe action. This does not affect the granting authority's 
right to terminate the grant (see Article 32). 

40.2 Addition of new beneficiaries 

In justified cases, the beneficiaries may request the addition of a new beneficiary. 

For this purpose, the coordinator must submit a request for amendment in accordance with Article 39. 
lt must include an accession form (see Annex 3) signed by the new beneficiary directly in the Portal 
Amendment tool. 

New beneficiaries will assume the rights and obligations under the Agreement with effect from the 
date oftheir accession specified in the accession form (see Annex 3). 

Additions are also possible in mono-beneficiary grants. 

ARTICLE 41-TRANSFER OF THE AGREEMENT 

In justified cases, the beneficiary of a mono-beneficiary grant may request the transfer of the grant to 
a new beneficiary, provided that this would not call into question the decision awarding the grant or 
breach the principle of equal treatment of applicants. 

The beneficiary must submit a request for amendment (see Article 39), with 

the reasons why 

the accession form (see Annex 3) signed by the new beneficiary directly in the Portal 
Amendment tool and 

additional supporting documents (if required by the granting authority). 

The new beneficiary will assume the rights and obligations under the Agreement with effect from the 
date oť accession specified in the accession form (see Annex 3). 

ARTICLE 42-ASSIGNMENTS OF CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT AGAINST THE 
GRANTING AUTHORITY 

The beneficiaries may not assign any of their claims for payment against the granting authority to 
any third party, except if expressly approved in writing by the granting authority on the basis of a 
reasoned, written request by the coordinator (on behalf of the beneficiary concemed). 

If the granting authority has not accepted the assignment or if the terms of it are not observed, the 
assignment will have no effect on it. 

In no circumstances will an assignment release the beneficiaries from their obligations towards the 
granting authority. 

ARTICLE 43- APPLICABLE LAW AND SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 

43.1 Applicable law 
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The Agreement is governed by the applicable EU law, supplemented if necessary by the law of 
Belgium. 

Special rules may apply for beneficiaries which are international organisations (if any; see Data Sheet, 
Point 5). 

43.2 Dispute settlement 

lf a dispute concerns the interpretation, application or validity of the Agreement, the partie s must br ing 
action before the EU General Court- or, on appeal, the EU Court of Justice- under Article 272 
of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU). 

For non-EU beneficiaries (if any), such disputes must be brought before the courts of Brussels, 
Belgium-unless an international agreement provides for the enforceability ofEU courtjudgements. 

For beneficiaries with arbitration as special dispute settlement forum (if any; see Data Sheet, Point 5), 
the dispute will-in the absence of an amicable settlement- be settled in accordance with the Rul es 
for Arbitration published on the Portal. 

If a dispute concerns administrative sanctions, ofťsetting or an enforceable decision under Article 299 
TFEU (see Articles 22 and 34), the beneficiaries must bring action before the General Court- or, on 
appeal, the Court of Justice - under Article 263 TFEU. 

For grants where the granting authority is an EU executive agency (see Preamble ), actions against 
offsetting and enforceable decisions must be brought against the European Commission (not against 
the granting authority; see also Article 22). 

ARTICLE 44-ENTRY INTO FOR CE 

The Agreement will enter into force on the day of signature by the granting authority or the 
coordinator, depending on which is later. 

SIGNATURES 

For the coordinator For the granting authority 
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ANNEX 2a 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON UNIT COSTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

SME owners/natural person beneficiaries without salary (Decision C(2020) 71151) 

Type: unit costs 

Units: days spent working on the action (rounded up or down to the nearest half-day) 

Amount per unit (daily rate): calculated according to the following formula:  

{EUR 5 080 / 18 days = 282,22}  
multiplied by  
{country-specific correction coefficient of the country where the beneficiary is established} 

The country-specific correction coefficients used are those set out in the Horizon Europe Work Programme 
(section -Curie actions) in force at the time of the call (see Portal Reference Documents). 

HE and Euratom Research Infrastructure actions2  

Type: unit costs 

Units3: see (for each access provider and installation) the unit cost table in Annex 2b 

Amount per unit*: see (for each access provider and installation) the unit cost table in Annex 2b 

* Amount calculated as follows:  

For trans-national access: 

average annual total trans-national access costs to the installation (over past two years4) 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

average annual total quantity of trans-national access to the installation (over past two years5) 

For virtual access:  

total virtual access costs to the installation (over the last year6) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

total quantity of virtual access to the installation (over the last year7) 

Euratom staff mobility costs8  

Monthly living allowance 

Type: unit costs 

                                                 

1  Commission Decision of 20 October 2020 authorising the use of unit costs for the personnel costs of the owners of small and medium-
sized enterprises and beneficiaries that are natural persons not receiving a salary for the work carried out by themselves under an 
action or work programme (C(2020)7715). 

2  Decision of 19 April 2021 authorising the use of unit costs for the costs of providing trans-national and virtual access in Research 
Infrastructure actions under the Horizon Europe Programme (2021-2027) and the Research and Training Programme of the European 
Atomic Energy Community (2021-2025). 

3  Unit of access (e.g. beam hours, weeks of access, sample analysis) fixed by the access provider in proposal. 
4  In exceptional and duly justified cases, the granting authority may agree to a different reference period. 
5  In exceptional and duly justified cases, the granting authority may agree to a different reference period. 
6  In exceptional and duly justified cases, the granting authority may agree to a different reference period. 
7  In exceptional and duly justified cases, the granting authority may agree to a different reference period. 
8  Decision of 15 March 2021 authorising the use of unit costs for mobility in co-fund actions under the Research and Training 

Programme of the European Atomic Energy Community (2021-2025). 



• Associated with document Ret. Ares(2023)79531 05 - 22/11/2023 

Units: months spent by the seconded staff member(s) on research and tl"ailůng in ftssion and fusion activities 
(person-month) 

A.tnotmt per můt*: see (for each beneficiary/affiliated entity and secondment) the ooit cost tahle in Annex 2b 

10 

ll 

* Amount calculated as follows from I January 202I : 
{EUR 4 300 multiplied by 
cmwtly-specific con·ection coeflicient** of the countJy where the staff membe~.· is seconded}9 

••country-specific cotTection coeflicients as from I January 202I 10 

EU-Member States11 

1----
C ountry I Place 

Bul gana 

Czec hRep 

enmark D 

Germany 

B ODll 

Kad 

M 

sruhe 

unich 

Est oni a 

kel and 

Gc eece 

Sp am 

Fr ance 

c roatia 

I taly 

v arese 

Cyprus 

La tvia 

Lith uarua 

H ungary 

alta M 

Neth er1ands 

Au s tria 

Po land 

p ortugal 

Ro mam a 

Sl o Venta 

Codfi ci1mt ("'•) 

59,1 

85,2 

131,3 

10 1,9 

95,8 

98 

113,9 

82,3 

129 

81,4 

94,2 

120,5 

75,8 

95 

90,7 

78,2 

77,5 

76,6 

71 ,9 

94,7 

113,9 

107,9 

70,9 

9 1,1 

66,6 

86,1 

Unit costs for living allowances are calcu1ated by using a method of calculation similar to that applied for the secondment to the 
European Commissíon of seconded national experts (SNEs). 

~ For the financia1 statements, the amount must be adjusted accordíng to the actual place of secondment. 
The revised coefficíents were adopted in the Decision authorising the use ofunit costs for the Fusion Programme co-fund action under 
the Research and training Programme of the European Atomíc Energy Community 2021-2025. They are based on the 2020 Annual 
update of the remuneration and pensions of the officíals and other servants of the European Union and the correction coefficients 
applied thereto (OJ C 428, 11.12.2020) to ensure purchasing power parity. The revised coefficient are applied as from 1 January 202 1 
through an amendment to the grant agreement. 
No correction coefficient sball be applicab1e in Belgium and Luxembourg. 
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• Associated with document Ret. Ares(2023)7953105- 22/11/2023 

Slovalcia 

Flnland 

Swoden 

Third cotmtries 

Countl-y/place 

China 

India 

Japan 

Rus si a 

SouthKorea 

Switzerland 

Ukraine 

Uníted Kíngdom 

Uníted States 

Mobility allowaoce 

~: Unit costs 

80,6 

118,4 

124,3 

Codficien 

8 

72 

ll 

9 

92 

12 

2,2 

,3 

1,8 

2,7 

,3 

9.2 

82 .3 

9 7.6 

101,4 (N 

90,5 (Wa 

ew-York) 

shíngton) 

Units: months spent by the seconded staff member(s) on research and training in fission and fusion activities 
(person-month) 

Ammmt per tmit: EUR 600 per person-month; see (for each beneficiary/affiliated entity and secondment) the tUlit 
cost tahle in Annex 2b 

Family allowance 

~: tUlit costs 

Units: months spent by the seconded staff member(s) on research and training in fission and fusion activities 
(person-month) 

Amotmt pet· unit: EUR 660 per person-montb; see (for each beneficiary/affiliated entity aud secondment) tbe 
unit cost tahle in Anuex 2b 

Education allowauce 

~: Unit costs 

Units: months spent by the seconded staff member(s) on research and ba ining in fission and fusion activities 
(persou-month) 

Amount per tmit*: see (fOI" each beneficiary/affiliated entity and secondment) the unit cost tahle in Anuex 2b 

* Amonnt calculated as follows from 1 Janmuy 2021 : 
{EUR 283.82 x m1111ber of dependent children12} 

12 For the estimated budget (Annex 2): an average should be used. ( ~ For the financíal statements, the number of children (and months) 
must be adjusted according to the actual family status at the moment the secondment starts.) 
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ANNEX3 

ACCESSION FORM FOR BENEFICIARIES 

UNIVERSITEIT UTRECHT (UU), PIC 999985805, established in HEIDELBERGLAAN 8, 
UTRECHT 3584 CS, Netherlands, 

hereby agrees 

to become beneficiary 

in Agreement No 101137317- IHEN PROJECT ('the Agreemenť) 

between FUNDACION PRIVADA INSTITUTO DE SALUD GLOBAL BARCELONA 
(ISGLOBAL) and the European Health and Digital Executive Agency (HADEA) ('EU executive 
agency' or 'granting authority' ), under the powers delegated by the European Commission (' European 
Commission'), 

and mandates 

the coordinator to submit and sign in its name and on its behalf any amendments to the Agreement, 
in accordance with Article 3 9. 

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to implement it in 
accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out. 

SIGNATIJRE 

For the beneficiary 



Grant Agreement number: 101137317 - IHEN PROJECT - HORIZON-HLTH-2023-ENVHL TH-02 
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ANNEX3 

ACCESSION FORM FOR BENEFICIARIES 

Masarykova univerzita (MU), PIC 999880657, established in Zerotinovo namesti 9, BRNO 601 77, 
Czechia, 

hereby agrees 

to become beneficiary 

in Agreement No 101137317 -lliEN PROJECT ('the Agreemenť) 

between FUNDACION PRIVADA INSTITUTO DE SALUD GLOBAL BARCELONA 
(ISGLOBAL) and the European Health and Digital Executive Agency (HADEA) ('EU executive 
agency' or 'granting authority' ), under the powers delegated by the European Commission (' European 
Commission'), 

and mandates 

the coordinator to submit and sign in its name and on its behalf any amendments to the Agreement, 
in accordance with Article 3 9. 

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to implement it in 
accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out. 

SIGNATIJRE 

For the beneficiary 
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Grant Agreement number: 101137317 - IHEN PROJECT - HORIZON-HLTH-2023-ENVHL TH-02 

• Associated with document Ref. Ares(2023)7953105- 22/11/2023 

ANNEX3 

ACCESSION FORM FOR BENEFICIARIES 

INSTITUT NATIONAL DE LA SANTE ET DE LA RECHERCHE MEDICALE (INSERM), 
PIC 999997833, established in RUE DE TOLBIAC 101, PARIS 75654, France, 

hereby agrees 

to become beneficiary 

in Agreement No 101137317- IIIEN PROJECT ('the Agreemenť) 

between FUNDACION PRIVADA INSTITUTO DE SALUD GLOBAL BARCELONA 
(ISGLOBAL) and the European Health and Digital Executive Agency (HADEA) ('EU executive 
agency' or 'granting authority' ), under the powers delegated by the European Cornmission (' European 
Cornmission'), 

and mandates 

the coordinator to submit and sign in its name and on its behalf any amendments to the Agreement, 
in accordance with Arti.cle 3 9. 

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to implement it in 
accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out. 

SIGNATIJRE 

For the beneficiary 
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Grant Agreement number: 101137317 - IHEN PROJECT - HORIZON-HLTH-2023-ENVHL TH-02 

• Associated with document Ref. Ares(2023)7953105- 22/11/2023 

ANNEX3 

ACCESSION FORM FOR BENEFICIARIES 

ACADEMISCH ZIEKENHUIS GRONINGEN (UMCG), PIC 999914801, established m 
HANZEPLEIN 1, GRONINGEN 9713 GZ, Netherlands, 

hereby agrees 

to become beneficiary 

in Agreement No 101137317- IHEN PROJECT ('the Agreemenť) 

between FUNDACION PRIVADA INSTITUTO DE SALUD GLOBAL BARCELONA 
(ISGLOBAL) and the European Health and Digital Executive Agency (HADEA) ('EU executive 
agency' or 'granting authority' ), under the powers delegated by the European Commission (' European 
Commission'), 

and mandates 

the coordinator to submit and sign in its name and on its behalf any amendments to the Agreement, 
in accordance with Article 3 9. 

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to implement it in 
accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out. 

SIGNATIJRE 

For the beneficiary 
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Grant Agreement number: 101137317 - IHEN PROJECT - HORIZON-HLTH-2023-ENVHL TH-02 

• Associated with document Ref. Ares(2023)7953105- 22/11/2023 

ANNEX3 

ACCESSION FORM FOR BENEFICIARIES 

CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DE RECHERCHE SUR LE CANCER (IARC), PIC 999520496, 
established in 25 AVENUE TONY GARNIER, LYON 7EME 69007, France, 

hereby agrees 

to become beneficiary 

in Agreement No 101137317- IHEN PROJECT ('the Agreemenť) 

between FUNDACION PRIVADA INSTITUTO DE SALUD GLOBAL BARCELONA 
(ISGLOBAL) and the European Health and Digital Executive Agency (HADEA) ('EU executive 
agency' or 'granting authority' ), under the powers delegated by the European Commission (' European 
Commission'), 

and mandates 

the coordinator to submit and sign in its name and on its behalf any amendments to the Agreement, 
in accordance with Article 3 9. 

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to implement it in 
accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out. 

SIGNATIJRE 

For the beneficiary 
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Grant Agreement number: 101137317 - IHEN PROJECT - HORIZON-HLTH-2023-ENVHL TH-02 

• Associated with document Ref. Ares(2023)7953105- 22/11/2023 

ANNEX3 

ACCESSION FORM FOR BENEFICIARIES 

TECIINOLOGIKO PANEPISTIMIO KYPROU (CUT), PIC 999597223, established in 
ARCHBISHOP KYPRIANOS 31 SAVINGS COOPERATIVE BANK BUILDING 3RD FLOOR, 
LEMESOS 3036, Cyprus, 

hereby agrees 

to become beneficiary 

in Agreement No 101137317 -lliEN PROJECT ('the Agreemenť) 

between FUNDACION PRIVADA INSTITUTO DE SALUD GLOBAL BARCELONA 
(ISGLOBAL) and the European Health and Digital Executive Agency (HADEA) ('EU executive 
agency' or 'granting authority' ), under the powers delegated by the European Commission (' European 
Commission'), 

and mandates 

the coordinator to submit and sign in its name and on its behalf any amendments to the Agreement, 
in accordance with Article 3 9. 

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to implement it in 
accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out. 

SIGNATIJRE 

For the beneficiary 
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Grant Agreement number: 101137317 - IHEN PROJECT - HORIZON-HLTH-2023-ENVHL TH-02 

• Associated with document Ref. Ares(2023)7953105- 22/11/2023 

ANNEX3 

ACCESSION FORM FOR BENEFICIARIES 

OULUN YLIOPISTO (OULU), PIC 999844670, established in PENTTI KAITERAN KATU 1, 
OULU 90014, Finland, 

hereby agrees 

to become beneficiary 

in Agreement No 101137317 -lliEN PROJECT ('the Agreemenť) 

between FUNDACION PRIVADA INSTITUTO DE SALUD GLOBAL BARCELONA 
(ISGLOBAL) and the European Health and Digital Executive Agency (HADEA) ('EU executive 
agency' or 'granting authority' ), under the powers delegated by the European Commission (' European 
Commission'), 

and mandates 

the coordinator to submit and sign in its name and on its behalf any amendments to the Agreement, 
in accordance with Article 3 9. 

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to implement it in 
accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out. 

SIGNATIJRE 

For the beneficiary 
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Grant Agreement number: 101137317 - IHEN PROJECT - HORIZON-HLTH-2023-ENVHL TH-02 

• Associated with document Ref. Ares(2023)7953105- 22/11/2023 

ANNEX3 

ACCESSION FORM FOR BENEFICIARIES 

HEALm AND ENVIRONMENT ALLIANCE (HEAL), PIC 994166096, established in RUB DE 
LA CHARITE 22, SAINT-JOSSE-TEN-NOODE 1210, Belgium, 

hereby agrees 

to become beneficiary 

in Agreement No 101137317- IHEN PROJECT ('the Agreemenť) 

between FUNDACION PRIVADA INSTITUTO DE SALUD GLOBAL BARCELONA 
(ISGLOBAL) and the European Health and Digital Executive Agency (HADEA) ('EU executive 
agency' or 'granting authority' ), under the powers delegated by the European Commission (' European 
Commission'), 

and mandates 

the coordinator to submit and sign in its name and on its behalf any amendments to the Agreement, 
in accordance with Arti.cle 3 9. 

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to implement it in 
accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out. 

SIGNATIJRE 

For the beneficiary 
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Grant Agreement number: 101137317 - IHEN PROJECT - HORIZON-HLTH-2023-ENVHL TH-02 

• Associated with document Ref. Ares(2023)7953105- 22/11/2023 

ANNEX3 

ACCESSION FORM FOR BENEFICIARIES 

AGENCE NATIONALE DE LA SECURITE SANITAIRE DE L ALIMENTATION DE L 
ENVIRONNEMENT ET DU TRAVAIL (ANSES), PIC 983552356, established in 14 RUE 
PIERRE ET MARIE CURIE, MAISONS ALFORT 94700, France, 

hereby agrees 

to become beneficiary 

in Agreement No 101137317 -lliEN PROJECT ('the Agreemenť) 

between FUNDACION PRIVADA INSTITUTO DE SALUD GLOBAL BARCELONA 
(ISGLOBAL) and the European Health and Digital Executive Agency (HADEA) ('EU executive 
agency' or 'granting authority' ), under the powers delegated by the European Commission (' European 
Commission'), 

and mandates 

the coordinator to submit and sign in its name and on its behalf any amendments to the Agreement, 
in accordance with Article 3 9. 

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to implement it in 
accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out. 

SIGNATIJRE 

For the beneficiary 
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Grant Agreement number: 101137317 - IHEN PROJECT - HORIZON-HLTH-2023-ENVHL TH-02 

• Associated with document Ref. Ares(2023)7953105- 22/11/2023 

ANNEX3 

ACCESSION FORM FOR BENEFICIARIES 

HEALm AND ENVIRONMENT RESPONSE AGENCY (BERA), PIC 880959530, established 
in ACHRAFIEH ALFRED NACCA BLV FACING HOTEL DIEU DE FRANCE, BEIRUT 1100, 
Lebanon., 

hereby agrees 

to become beneficiary 

in Agreement No 101137317- IHEN PROJECT ('the Agreemenť) 

between FUNDACION PRIVADA INSTITUTO DE SALUD GLOBAL BARCELONA 
(ISGLOBAL) and the European Health and Digital Executive Agency (HADEA) ('EU executive 
agency' or 'granting authority' ), under the powers delegated by the European Commission (' European 
Commission'), 

and mandates 

the coordinator to submit and sign in its name and on its behalf any amendments to the Agreement, 
in accordance with Article 3 9. 

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to implement it in 
accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out. 

SIGNATIJRE 

For the beneficiary 
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Grant Agreement number: 101137317 - IHEN PROJECT - HORIZON-HLTH-2023-ENVHL TH-02 

• Associated with document Ref. Ares(2023)7953105- 22/11/2023 

ANNEX3 

ACCESSION FORM FOR BENEFICIARIES 

ARISTOTELIO PANEPISTIMIO THESSALONIKIS (AUTH), PIC 999895692, established 
in KEDEA BUILDING, TRITIS SEPTEMVRIOU, ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS, 
THESSALONIKI 546 36, Greece, 

hereby agrees 

to become beneficiary 

in Agreement No 101137317- IHEN PROJECT ('the Agreemenť) 

between FUNDACION PRIVADA INSTITUTO DE SALUD GLOBAL BARCELONA 
(ISGLOBAL) and the European Health and Digital Executive Agency (HADEA) ('EU executive 
agency' or 'granting authority' ), under the powers delegated by the European Commission (' European 
Commission'), 

and mandates 

the coordinator to submit and sign in its name and on its behalf any amendments to the Agreement, 
in accordance with Article 3 9. 

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to implement it in 
accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out. 

SIGNATIJRE 

For the beneficiary 

11 
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ANNEX 5 

 

SPECIFIC RULES 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY AND SECURITY (  ARTICLE 13) 

Sensitive information with security recommendation 

Sensitive information with a security recommendation must comply with the additional 
requirements imposed by the granting authority.  

Before starting the action tasks concerned, the beneficiaries must have obtained all approvals 
or other mandatory documents needed for implementing the task. The documents must be 
kept on file and be submitted upon request by the coordinator to the granting authority. If they 
are not in English, they must be submitted together with an English summary. 

For requirements restricting disclosure or dissemination, the information must be handled in 
accordance with the recommendation and may be disclosed or disseminated only after written 
approval from the granting authority.  

EU classified information 

If EU classified information is used or generated by the action, it must be treated in 
accordance with the security classification guide (SCG) and security aspect letter (SAL) set 
out in Annex 1 and Decision 2015/4441 and its implementing rules  until it is declassified.  

Deliverables which contain EU classified information must be submitted according to special 
procedures agreed with the granting authority. 

Action tasks involving EU classified information may be subcontracted only with prior 
explicit written approval from the granting authority and only to entities established in an EU 
Member State or in a non-EU country with a security of information agreement with the EU 
(or an administrative arrangement with the Commission). 

EU classified information may not be disclosed to any third party (including participants 
involved in the action implementation) without prior explicit written approval from the 
granting authority. 

ETHICS (  ARTICLE 14)  

Ethics and research integrity  

The beneficiaries must carry out the action in compliance with: 

- ethical principles (including the highest standards of research integrity)  

                                                 

1
  Commission Decision 2015/444/EC, Euratom of 13 March 2015 on the security rules for protecting EU 

classified information (OJ L 72, 17.3.2015, p. 53). 
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and 

- applicable EU, international and national law, including the EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights and the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights 
and Fundamental Freedoms and its Supplementary Protocols.  

No funding can be granted, within or outside the EU, for activities that are prohibited in all 
Member States. No funding can be granted in a Member State for an activity which is 
forbidden in that Member State.  

The beneficiaries must pay particular attention to the principle of proportionality, the right to 
privacy, the right to the protection of personal data, the right to the physical and mental 
integrity of persons, the right to non-discrimination, the need to ensure protection of the 
environment and high levels of human health protection. 

The beneficiaries must ensure that the activities under the action have an exclusive focus on 
civil applications. 

The beneficiaries must ensure that the activities under the action do not: 

- aim at human cloning for reproductive purposes 

- intend to modify the genetic heritage of human beings which could make such 
modifications heritable (with the exception of research relating to cancer treatment of 
the gonads, which may be financed) 

- intend to create human embryos solely for the purpose of research or for the purpose 
of stem cell procurement, including by means of somatic cell nuclear transfer, or 

- lead to the destruction of human embryos (for example, for obtaining stem cells).  

Activities involving research on human embryos or human embryonic stem cells may be 
carried out only if: 

-  they are set out in Annex 1 or  

-  the coordinator has obtained explicit approval (in writing) from the granting authority.  

In addition, the beneficiaries must respect the fundamental principle of research integrity  
as set out in the European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity2. 

This implies compliance with the following principles: 

- reliability in ensuring the quality of research reflected in the design, the methodology, 
the analysis and the use of resources 

- honesty in developing, undertaking, reviewing, reporting and communicating research 
in a transparent, fair and unbiased way 

                                                 

2
  European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity of ALLEA (All European Academies).   
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- respect for colleagues, research participants, society, ecosystems, cultural heritage and 
the environment 

- accountability for the research from idea to publication, for its management and 
organisation, for training, supervision and mentoring, and for its wider impacts 

and means that beneficiaries must ensure that persons carrying out research tasks follow the 
good research practices including ensuring, where possible, openness, reproducibility and 
traceability and refrain from the research integrity violations described in the Code.  

Activities raising ethical issues must comply with the additional requirements formulated by 
the ethics panels (including after checks, reviews or audits; see Article 25). 

Before starting an action task raising ethical issues, the beneficiaries must have obtained all 
approvals or other mandatory documents needed for implementing the task, notably from any 
(national or local) ethics committee or other bodies such as data protection authorities.  

The documents must be kept on file and be submitted upon request by the coordinator to the 
granting authority. If they are not in English, they must be submitted together with an English 
summary, which shows that the documents cover the action tasks in question and includes the 
conclusions of the committee or authority concerned (if any).  

VALUES (  ARTICLE 14) 

Gender mainstreaming 

The beneficiaries must take all measures to promote equal opportunities between men and 
women in the implementation of the action and, where applicable,  in line with the gender 
equality plan. They must aim, to the extent possible, for a gender balance at all levels of 
personnel assigned to the action, including at supervisory and managerial level.  

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS (IPR)  BACKGROUND AND RESULTS  
ACCESS RIGHTS AND RIGHTS OF USE (  ARTICLE 16) 

Definitions 

Access rights   Rights to use results or background. 

Dissemination  The public disclosure of the results by appropriate means, other than 
resulting from protecting or exploiting the results, including by scientific 
publications in any medium. 

Exploit(ation)  The use of results in further research and innovation activities other than 
those covered by the action concerned, including among other things, 
commercial exploitation such as developing, creating, manufacturing and 
marketing a product or process, creating and providing a service, or in 
standardisation activities. 

Fair and reasonable conditions  Appropriate conditions, including possible financial terms 
or royalty-free conditions, taking into account the specific circumstances of 
the request for access, for example the actual or potential value of the results 
or background to which access is requested and/or the scope, duration or 
other characteristics of the exploitation envisaged. 
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FAIR principles indability , ccessibility , nteroperability reusability .

Open access   Online access to research outputs provided free of charge to the end-user. 

Open science   An approach to the scientific process based on open cooperative work, tools 
and diffusing knowledge. 

Research data management  The process within the research lifecycle that includes the 
organisation, storage, preservation, security, quality assurance, allocation of 
persistent identifiers (PIDs) and rules and procedures for sharing of data 
including licensing. 

Research outputs  Results to which access can be given in the form of scientific 
publications, data or other engineered results and processes such as 
software, algorithms, protocols, models, workflows and electronic 
notebooks. 

Scope of the obligations 

For this section, references to beneficiary  or beneficiaries  do not include affiliated entities 
(if any). 

Agreement on background  

The beneficiaries must identify in a written agreement the background as needed for 
implementing the action or for exploiting its results. 

Where the call conditions restrict control due to strategic interests reasons, background that is 
subject to control or other restrictions by a country (or entity from a country) which is not one 
of the eligible countries or target countries set out in the call conditions and that impact the 
exploitation of the results (i.e. would make the exploitation of the results subject to control or 
restrictions) must not be used and must be explicitly excluded from it in the agreement on 
background  unless otherwise agreed with the granting authority. 

Ownership of results 

Results are owned by the beneficiaries that generate them.  

However, two or more beneficiaries own results jointly if:  

- they have jointly generated them and 

- it is not possible to: 

- establish the respective contribution of each beneficiary, or 

- separate them for the purpose of applying for, obtaining or maintaining their 
protection. 

The joint owners must agree  in writing  on the allocation and terms of exercise of their 
joint ownership agreement

under this Agreement.  
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Unless otherwise agreed in the joint ownership agreement or consortium agreement, each 
joint owner may grant non-exclusive licences to third parties to exploit the jointly-owned 
results (without any right to sub-license), if the other joint owners are given: 

- at least 45 days advance notice and 

- fair and reasonable compensation. 

The joint owners may agree  in writing  to apply another regime than joint ownership. 

If third parties (including employees and other personnel) may claim rights to the results, the 
beneficiary concerned must ensure that those rights can be exercised in a manner compatible 
with its obligations under the Agreement. 

The beneficiaries must indicate the owner(s) of the results (results ownership list) in the final 
periodic report. 

Protection of results 

Beneficiaries which have received funding under the grant must adequately protect their 
results  for an appropriate period and with appropriate territorial coverage  if protection 
is possible and justified, taking into account all relevant considerations, including the 
prospects for commercial exploitation, the legitimate interests of the other beneficiaries and 
any other legitimate interests. 

Exploitation of results 

Beneficiaries which have received funding under the grant must  up to four years after the 
end of the action (see Data Sheet, Point 1)  use their best efforts to exploit their results 
directly or to have them exploited indirectly by another entity, in particular through transfer or 
licensing. 

If, despite best efforts, the results are not exploited within one year after the 
end of the action, the beneficiaries must (unless otherwise agreed in writing with the granting 
authority) use the Horizon Results Platform to find interested parties to exploit the results. 

If results are incorporated in a standard, the beneficiaries must (unless otherwise agreed with 
the granting authority or unless it is impossible) ask the standardisation body to include the 
funding statement (see Article 17) in (information related to) the standard.  

Additional exploitation obligations 

Where the call conditions impose additional exploitation obligations (including obligations 
linked to the restriction of participation or control due to strategic assets, interests, autonomy 
or security reasons), the beneficiaries must comply with them  up to four years after the end 
of the action (see Data Sheet, Point 1). 

Where the call conditions impose additional exploitation obligations in case of a public 
emergency, the beneficiaries must (if requested by the granting authority) grant for a limited 
period of time specified in the request, non-exclusive licences  under fair and reasonable 
conditions  to their results to legal entities that need the results to address the public 
emergency and commit to rapidly and broadly exploit the resulting products and services at 
fair and reasonable conditions. This provision applies up to four years after the end of the 
action (see Data Sheet, Point 1). 
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Additional information obligation relating to standards

Where the call conditions impose additional information obligations relating to possible 
standardisation, the beneficiaries must  up to four years after the end of the action (see Data 
Sheet, Point 1)  inform the granting authority, if the results could reasonably be expected to 
contribute to European or international standards. 

Transfer and licensing of results 

Transfer of ownership 

The beneficiaries may transfer ownership of their results, provided this does not affect 
compliance with their obligations under the Agreement.  

The beneficiaries must ensure that their obligations under the Agreement regarding their 
results are passed on to the new owner and that this new owner has the obligation to pass 
them on in any subsequent transfer.  

Moreover, they must inform the other beneficiaries with access rights of the transfer at least 
45 days in advance (or less if agreed in writing), unless agreed otherwise in writing for 
specifically identified third parties including affiliated entities or unless impossible under the 
applicable law. This notification must include sufficient information on the new owner to 
enable the beneficiaries concerned to assess the effects on their access rights. The 
beneficiaries may object within 30 days of receiving notification (or less if agreed in writing), 
if they can show that the transfer would adversely affect their access rights. In this case, the 
transfer may not take place until agreement has been reached between the beneficiaries 
concerned. 

Granting licences 

The beneficiaries may grant licences to their results (or otherwise give the right to exploit 
them), including on an exclusive basis, provided this does not affect compliance with their 
obligations.  

Exclusive licences for results may be granted only if all the other beneficiaries concerned 
have waived their access rights. 

Granting authority right to object to transfers or licensing  Horizon Europe actions 

Where the call conditions in Horizon Europe actions provide for the right to object to transfers 
or licensing, the granting authority may  up to four years after the end of the action (see 
Data Sheet, Point 1)  object to a transfer of ownership or the exclusive licensing of results, 
if: 

- the beneficiaries which generated the results have received funding under the grant  

- it is to a legal entity established in a non-EU country not associated with Horizon 
Europe, and 

- the granting authority considers that the transfer or licence is not in line with EU 
interests. 

Beneficiaries that intend to transfer ownership or grant an exclusive licence must formally 
notify the granting authority before the intended transfer or licensing takes place and:  
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- identify the specific results concerned

- describe in detail the new owner or licensee and the planned or potential 
exploitation of the results, and  

- include a reasoned assessment of the likely impact of the transfer or licence on EU 
interests, in particular regarding competitiveness as well as consistency with 
ethical principles and security considerations. 

The granting authority may request additional information. 

If the granting authority decides to object to a transfer or exclusive licence, it must formally 
notify the beneficiary concerned within 60 days of receiving notification (or any additional 
information it has requested).  

No transfer or licensing may take place in the following cases: 

- pending the granting authority decision, within the period set out above 

- if the granting authority objects 

- until the conditions are complied with, if the granting authority objection comes 
with conditions. 

A beneficiary may formally notify a request to waive the right to object regarding intended 
transfers or grants to a specifically identified third party, if measures safeguarding EU 
interests are in place. If the granting authority agrees, it will formally notify the beneficiary 
concerned within 60 days of receiving notification (or any additional information requested). 

Granting authority right to object to transfers or licensing  Euratom actions  

Where the call conditions in Euratom actions provide for the right to object to transfers or 
licensing, the granting authority may  up to four years after the end of the action (see Data 
Sheet, Point 1)  object to a transfer of ownership or the exclusive or non-exclusive licensing 
of results, if: 

- the beneficiaries which generated the results have received funding under the grant 

- it is to a legal entity established in a non-EU country not associated to the Euratom 
Research and Training Programme 2021-2025 and 

- the granting authority considers that the transfer or licence is not in line with the EU 
interests. 

Beneficiaries that intend to transfer ownership or grant a licence must formally notify the 
granting authority before the intended transfer or licensing takes place and: 

- identify the specific results concerned 

- describe in detail the results, the new owner or licensee and the planned or 
potential exploitation of the results, and 

- include a reasoned assessment of the likely impact of the transfer or licence on EU 
interests, in particular regarding competitiveness as well as consistency with 
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ethical principles and security considerations (including the defence interests of the 
EU Member States under Article 24 of the Euratom Treaty). 

The granting authority may request additional information.  

If the granting authority decides to object to a transfer or licence, it will formally notify the 
beneficiary concerned within 60 days of receiving notification (or any additional information 
requested).  

No transfer or licensing may take place in the following cases: 

- pending the granting authority decision, within the period set out above 

- if the granting authority objects 

- until the conditions are complied with, if the granting authority objection comes 
with conditions.  

A beneficiary may formally notify a request to waive the right to object regarding intended 
transfers or grants to a specifically identified third party, if measures safeguarding EU 
interests are in place. If the granting authority agrees, it will formally notify the beneficiary 
concerned within 60 days of receiving notification (or any additional information requested). 

Limitations to transfers and licensing due to strategic assets, interests, autonomy or security 
reasons of the EU and its Member States 

Where the call conditions restrict participation or control due to strategic assets, interests, 
autonomy or security reasons, the beneficiaries may not transfer ownership of their results or 
grant licences to third parties which are established in countries which are not eligible 
countries or target countries set out in the call conditions (or, if applicable, are controlled by 
such countries or entities from such countries)  unless they have requested and received 
prior approval by the granting authority. 

The request must:  

- identify the specific results concerned 

- describe in detail the new owner and the planned or potential exploitation of the 
results, and  

- include a reasoned assessment of the likely impact of the transfer or license on the 
strategic assets, interests, autonomy or security of the EU and its Member States. 

The granting authority may request additional information. 

Access rights to results and background  

Exercise of access rights  Waiving of access rights  No sub-licensing  

Requests to exercise access rights and the waiver of access rights must be in writing. 

Unless agreed otherwise in writing with the beneficiary granting access, access rights do not 
include the right to sub-license. 
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If a beneficiary is no longer involved in the action, this does not affect its obligations to grant 
access. 

If a beneficiary defaults on its obligations, the beneficiaries may agree that that beneficiary no 
longer has access rights. 

Access rights for implementing the action 

The beneficiaries must grant each other access  on a royalty-free basis  to background 
needed to implement their own tasks under the action, unless the beneficiary that holds the 
background has  before acceding to the Agreement : 

- informed the other beneficiaries that access to its background is subject to restrictions, 
or 

- agreed with the other beneficiaries that access would not be on a royalty-free basis. 

The beneficiaries must grant each other access  on a royalty-free basis  to results needed 
for implementing their own tasks under the action.  

Access rights for exploiting the results 

The beneficiaries must grant each other access  under fair and reasonable conditions  to 
results needed for exploiting their results.  

The beneficiaries must grant each other access  under fair and reasonable conditions  to 
background needed for exploiting their results, unless the beneficiary that holds the 
background has  before acceding to the Agreement  informed the other beneficiaries that 
access to its background is subject to restrictions. 

Requests for access must be made  unless agreed otherwise in writing  up to one year 
after the end of the action (see Data Sheet, Point 1). 

Access rights for entities under the same control  

Unless agreed otherwise in writing by the beneficiaries, access to results and, subject to the 
restrictions referred to above (if any), background must also be granted  under fair and 
reasonable conditions   to entities that: 

- are established in an EU Member State or Horizon Europe associated country 

- are under the direct or indirect control of another beneficiary, or under the same direct 
or indirect control as that beneficiary, or directly or indirectly controlling that 
beneficiary and 

- need the access to exploit the results of that beneficiary.  

Unless agreed otherwise in writing, such requests for access must be made by the entity 
directly to the beneficiary concerned.  

Requests for access must be made  unless agreed otherwise in writing  up to one year 
after the end of the action (see Data Sheet, Point 1). 

Access rights for the granting authority, EU institutions, bodies, offices or agencies and 
national authorities to results for policy purposes  Horizon Europe actions 
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In Horizon Europe actions, the beneficiaries which have received funding under the grant 
must grant access to their results  on a royalty-free basis  to the granting authority, EU 
institutions, bodies, offices or agencies for developing, implementing and monitoring EU 
policies or programmes. Such access rights  

Such access rights are limited to non-commercial and non-competitive use. 

Security , such access rights also extend to 
national authorities of EU Member States for developing, implementing and monitoring their 
policies or programmes in this area. In this case, access is subject to a bilateral agreement to 
define specific conditions ensuring that: 

- the access rights will be used only for the intended purpose and 

- appropriate confidentiality obligations are in place. 

Moreover, the requesting national authority or EU institution, body, office or agency 
(including the granting authority) must inform all other national authorities of such a request. 

Access rights for the granting authority, Euratom institutions, funding bodies or the Joint 
Undertaking Fusion for Energy  Euratom actions  

In Euratom actions, the beneficiaries which have received funding under the grant must grant 
access to their results  on a royalty-free basis  to the granting authority, Euratom 
institutions, funding bodies or the Joint Undertaking Fusion for Energy for developing, 
implementing and monitoring Euratom policies and programmes or for compliance with 
obligations assumed through international cooperation with non-EU countries and 
international organisations. 

Such access rights include the right to authorise third parties to use the results in public 
procurement and the right to sub-license and are limited to non-commercial and non-
competitive use. 

Additional access rights  

Where the call conditions impose additional access rights, the beneficiaries must comply with 
them. 

COMMUNICATION, DISSEMINATION, OPEN SCIENCE AND VISIBILITY (  
ARTICLE 17) 

Dissemination 

Dissemination of results 

The beneficiaries must disseminate their results as soon as feasible, in a publicly available 
format, subject to any restrictions due to the protection of intellectual property, security rules 
or legitimate interests.  

A beneficiary that intends to disseminate its results must give at least 15 days advance notice 
to the other beneficiaries (unless agreed otherwise), together with sufficient information on 
the results it will disseminate.  
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Any other beneficiary may object within (unless agreed otherwise) 15 days of receiving 
notification, if it can show that its legitimate interests in relation to the results or background 
would be significantly harmed. In such cases, the results may not be disseminated unless 
appropriate steps are taken to safeguard those interests. 

Additional dissemination obligations 

Where the call conditions impose additional dissemination obligations, the beneficiaries must 
also comply with those. 

Open Science 

Open science: open access to scientific publications 

The beneficiaries must ensure open access to peer-reviewed scientific publications relating to 
their results. In particular, they must ensure that: 

- at the latest at the time of publication, a machine-readable electronic copy of the 
published version or the final peer-reviewed manuscript accepted for publication, is 
deposited in a trusted repository for scientific publications  

- immediate open access is provided to the deposited publication via the repository, 
under the latest available version of the Creative Commons Attribution International 
Public Licence (CC BY) or a licence with equivalent rights; for monographs and other 
long-text formats, the licence may exclude commercial uses and derivative works (e.g. 
CC BY-NC, CC BY-ND) and 

- information is given via the repository about any research output or any other tools 
and instruments needed to validate the conclusions of the scientific publication. 

Beneficiaries (or authors) must retain sufficient intellectual property rights to comply with the 
open access requirements. 

Metadata of deposited publications must be open under a Creative Common Public Domain 
Dedication (CC 0) or equivalent, in line with the FAIR principles (in particular machine-
actionable) and provide information at least about the following: publication (author(s), title, 
date of publication, publication venue); Horizon Europe or Euratom funding; grant project 
name, acronym and number; licensing terms; persistent identifiers for the publication, the 
authors involved in the action and, if possible, for their organisations and the grant. Where 
applicable, the metadata must include persistent identifiers for any research output or any 
other tools and instruments needed to validate the conclusions of the publication. 

Only publication fees in full open access venues for peer-reviewed scientific publications are 
eligible for reimbursement. 

Open science: research data management 

The beneficiaries must manage the digital research data generated in the action  
responsibly, in line with the FAIR principles and by taking all of the following actions:  

- establish a data management plan ( DMP ) (and regularly update it) 
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- as soon as possible and within the deadlines set out in the DMP, deposit the data in a 
trusted repository; if required in the call conditions, this repository must be federated 
in the EOSC in compliance with EOSC requirements 

- as soon as possible and within the deadlines set out in the DMP, ensure open access  
via the repository  to the deposited data, under the latest available version of the 
Creative Commons Attribution International Public License (CC BY) or Creative 
Commons Public Domain Dedication (CC 0) or a licence with equivalent rights, 
following the principle as open as possible as closed as necessary , unless providing 
open access would in particular: 

-
commercial exploitation, or  

- be contrary to any other constraints, in particular the EU competitive interests 
or 
provided (to some or all data), this must be justified in the DMP 

- provide information via the repository about any research output or any other tools and 
instruments needed to re-use or validate the data. 

Metadata of deposited data must be open under a Creative Common Public Domain 
Dedication (CC 0) or equivalent (to the extent legitimate interests or constraints are 
safeguarded), in line with the FAIR principles (in particular machine-actionable) and provide 
information at least about the following: datasets (description, date of deposit, author(s), 
venue and embargo); Horizon Europe or Euratom funding; grant project name, acronym and 
number; licensing terms; persistent identifiers for the dataset, the authors involved in the 
action, and, if possible, for their organisations and the grant. Where applicable, the metadata 
must include persistent identifiers for related publications and other research outputs. 

Open science: additional practices 

Where the call conditions impose additional obligations regarding open science practices, the 
beneficiaries must also comply with those. 

Where the call conditions impose additional obligations regarding the validation of scientific 
publications, the beneficiaries must provide (digital or physical) access to data or other results 
needed for validation of the conclusions of scientific publications, to the extent that their 
legitimate interests or constraints are safeguarded (and unless they already provided the 
(open) access at publication). 

Where the call conditions impose additional open science obligations in case of a public 
emergency, the beneficiaries must (if requested by the granting authority) immediately 
deposit any research output in a repository and provide open access to it under a CC BY 
licence, a Public Domain Dedication (CC 0) or equivalent. As an exception, if the access 

, the beneficiaries must grant non-
exclusive licenses  under fair and reasonable conditions  to legal entities that need the 
research output to address the public emergency and commit to rapidly and broadly exploit 
the resulting products and services at fair and reasonable conditions. This provision applies up 
to four years after the end of the action (see Data Sheet, Point 1).  

Plan for the exploitation and dissemination of results including communication activities 
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Unless excluded by the call conditions, the beneficiaries must provide and regularly update a 
plan for the exploitation and dissemination of results including communication activities. 

SPECIFIC RULES FOR CARRYING OUT THE ACTION (  ARTICLE 18) 

Implementation in case of restrictions due to strategic assets, interests, autonomy or 
security of the EU and its Member States 

Where the call conditions restrict participation or control due to strategic assets, interests, 
autonomy or security, the beneficiaries must ensure that none of the entities that participate as 
affiliated entities, associated partners, subcontractors or recipients of financial support to third 
parties are established in countries which are not eligible countries or target countries set out 
in the call conditions (or, if applicable, are controlled by such countries or entities from such 
countries)  unless otherwise agreed with the granting authority. 

The beneficiaries must moreover ensure that any cooperation with entities established in 
countries which are not eligible countries or target countries set out in the call conditions (or, 
if applicable, are controlled by such countries or entities from such countries) does not affect 
the strategic assets, interests, autonomy or security of the EU and its Member States.  

Recruitment and working conditions for researchers 

The beneficiaries must take all measures to implement the principles set out in the 
Commission Recommendation on the European Charter for Researchers and the Code of 
Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers3, in particular regarding: 

- working conditions 

- transparent recruitment processes based on merit, and 

- career development. 

The beneficiaries must ensure that researchers and all participants involved in the action are 
aware of them. 

Specific rules for access to research infrastructure activities 

Definitions 

Research Infrastructures  Facilities that provide resources and services for the research 
communities to conduct research and foster innovation in their fields. This 
definition includes the associated human resources, and it covers major 
equipment or sets of instruments; knowledge-related facilities such as 
collections, archives or scientific data infrastructures; computing systems, 
communication networks, and any other infrastructure, of a unique nature 
and open to external users, essential to achieve excellence in research and 
innovation. Where relevant, they may be used beyond research, for example 

                                                 

3
  Commission Recommendation 2005/251/EC of 11 March 2005 on the European Charter for Researchers 

and on a Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers (OJ L 75, 22.3.2005, p. 67). 
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-
4: 

When implementing access to research infrastructure activities, the beneficiaries must respect 
the following conditions: 

- for transnational access: 

- access which must be provided: 

The access must be free of charge, transnational access to research infrastructure 
or installations for selected user-groups. 

The access must include the logistical, technological and scientific support and the 
specific training that is usually provided to external researchers using the 
infrastructure. Transnational access can be either in person (hands-on), provided 
to selected users that visit the installation to make use of it, or remote, through the 
provision to selected user-groups of remote scientific services (e.g. provision of 
reference materials or samples, remote access to a high-performance computing 
facility). 

- categories of users that may have access: 

Transnational access must be provided to selected user-groups, i.e. teams of one 
or more researchers (users). 

The majority of the users must work in a country other than the country(ies) 
where the installation is located (unless access is provided by an international 
organisation, the Joint Research Centre (JRC), an ERIC or similar legal entity). 

Only user groups that are allowed to disseminate the results they have generated 
under the action may benefit from the access (unless the users are working for 
SMEs). 

Access for user groups with a majority of users not working in a EU Member 
State or Horizon Europe associated country  is limited to 20% of the total amount 
of units of access provided under the grant (unless a higher percentage is foreseen 
in Annex 1). 

- procedure and criteria for selecting user groups: 

The user groups must request access by submitting (in writing) a description of 
the work that they wish to carry out and the names, nationalities and home 
institutions of the users. 

The user groups must be selected by (one or more) selection panels set up by the 
consortium. 

                                                 

4
  See Article 2(1) of the Horizon Europe Framework Programme Regulation 2021/695. 
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The selection panels must be composed of international experts in the field, at 
least half of them independent from the consortium (unless otherwise specified in 
Annex 1). 

The selection panels must assess all proposals received and recommend a short-
list of the user groups that should benefit from access. 

The selection panels must base their selection on scientific merit, taking into 
account that priority should be given to user groups composed of users who: 

- have not previously used the installation and 

- are working in countries where no equivalent research infrastructure exist. 

It will apply the principles of transparency, fairness and impartiality. 

Where the call conditions impose additional rules for the selection of user groups, 
the beneficiaries must also comply with those. 

- other conditions: 

The beneficiaries must request written approval from the granting authority for the 
selection of user groups requiring visits to the installations exceeding 3 months 
(unless such visits are foreseen in Annex 1). 

In addition, the beneficiaries must: 

- advertise widely, including on a their websites, the access offered under 
the Agreement 

- promote equal opportunities in advertising the access and take into 
account the gender dimension when defining the support provided to 
users 

- ensure that users comply with the terms and conditions of the Agreement 

- ensure that its obligations under Articles 12, 13, 17 and 33 also apply to 
the users 

- keep records of the names, nationalities, and home institutions of users, 
as well as the nature and quantity of access provided to them 

- for virtual access: 

- access which must be provided: 

The access must be free of charge, virtual access to research infrastructure or 
installations. 

 free access through communication networks to 
digital resources and services needed for research, without selecting the users to 
whom access is provided.  

The access must include the support that is usually provided to external users. 
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Where allowed by the call conditions, beneficiaries may in justified cases define 
objective eligibility criteria (e.g. affiliation to a research or academic institution) 
for specific users.  

-  other conditions: 

The beneficiaries must have the virtual access services assessed periodically by a 
board composed of international experts in the field, at least half of whom must be 
independent from the consortium (unless otherwise specified in Annex 1). For this 
purpose, information and statistics on the users and the nature and quantity of the 
access provided, must be made available to the board. 

The beneficiaries must advertise widely, including on a dedicated website, the 
access offered under the grant and the eligibility criteria, if any. 

Where the call conditions impose additional traceability5 obligations, information 
on the traceability of the users and the nature and quantity of access must be 
provided by the beneficiaries.  

These obligations apply regardless of the form of funding or budget categories used to declare 
the costs (unit costs or actual costs or a combination of the two). 

 

 

 

                                                 

5
  pplication, use and location of an 

 The users can be traced, for example, by authentication and/or by 
authorization or by other means that allows for analysis of the type of users and the nature and quantity of access provided. 
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